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THE GHOST WIFE 


One day a beautiful young girl passed by the house of a rich lord, 
carrying in her arms a large basket of fruit. When she came near the 
house, she stopped, looked around her, her eyes filled with tears, 
and then, bowing her head low, she walked slowly away. The young 
lord, who was studying in his library, looked out of the window andy 
seeing her, was curious about the silent young girl who was apparently 
so full of fear. 

On the second day he saw her again. As she reached the house of 
the young lord, she looked around her, her eyes full of grief and sad- 
ness, and then, as before, she went along her way, silent and myster- 
ious. The young lord was more curious and puzzled. "Why is it," he 
said to himself, "that this young maid passes by my study each day 
with that sad look on her face: Can it be that she is frightened by 
something, that she is in danger?" 

The more he thought of her, the more he wished to solve the mystery 
of the girl. He said to himself, "When she comes by my study tomorrow 
morning, I shall question her and then I shall find out." The next 
morning, at the usual hour, she came again, carrying her basket of 
fruits, and gazed around her with the frightened look that had aroused 
the curiosity of the young lord. She passed by the house and, at the 
moment when she was about to pass out of sight, the young lord came 
out of his study and approached her. He saw that she was fair, not 
outstandingly beautiful, but pretty in a girlish way. Taking hold of 
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her hands, he said to her, "I have watched you now for three mornings. 
For three mornings you have passed by my house and each time you have 
looked frightened and fearful. Tell me, of what are you afraid? Do 
tell me, for I can help you." When the girl heard this, she looked 
up into the face of the young lord, and seeing that he was kind, broke 
out crying and sobbing and for many moments was unable to control her- 
self. When, at last, her outpouring of grief had ceased and she was 
somewhat calmed, the lord said, "Tell me now, for I can tell by your 
bitter weeping that you are in great suffering." To this the girl 
then made reply, "It is true that I am in great trouble. I have 
suffered all the abuse and all the beating that I can. I can endure 
no more. Jam but a lonely girl working in the house of a rich lord 
and mistress. Since my parents sold me as a slave during the year of 
the great famine, I have known nothing but the torture of hard labor. 
My lord and mistress beat me constantly. No matter how hard I try to 
please them, they are never satisfied with my services. Lately they — 
have been beating me oftener than usual, and I do not know what to do." 
Then the girl, as she finished speaking, broke out crying anew, and 
the young lord, deeply moved by her troubles, spoke to her as follows: 
"You cannot go back to the house of your lord and mistress. It would 
be better for you to stay in my study a while and make it your home, 
and I shall try to figure out what I can do to help you." 

The girl, when she heard this, was at first quite unwilling to 
accept his offer but then, thinking again of the cruel treatment she 


had suffered in the house of her present lord and mistress, she finally 
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acceded and addressed the young lord as follows: "There is nothing 
that I can do now but accept your offer and stay. I do not know how 
to repay you for your kindness." To this the young lord answered, 
"This is not my home, but a place where I study in my leisure time. 
Why do you not live here, you to be a wife to me and I, a husband to 
you?" The young girl was silent. However, rather than return to her 
life as a slave, she answered, "If you so wish, then let it be." 

For one long month, so it seemed to her, she was in heaven. She 
was showered with adoration and affection, and she forgot that once 
she was 2a slave who had worked and sweated in the heat of a kitchen 
stove. 

But this hapsiness was not to last long, for after he had been living 
with this girl for about a month, the young lord began to fall ill and, 
as the days went a his face became more and more yellow until it was 
the color of that of a corpse. His flesh began to rot ‘until he was 
nothing but bones. And he was utterly unable to understand the cause 
of the strange ailment that was afflicting him, for never before had 
he been sick. 

Then one day while he was walking along the road, he came across 
an old man, and the old man on seeing him, stopped suddenly. "It is 
an evil thing that you have done," the old man said. "Now you are 
paying the heavy price of your infidelity to your real wife." Fright- 
ened, the young lord stared at the man. He pondered to himself, "How 
could such a man know that I have two wives? Is it possible that he 


is a man of wisdom?" So he turned to question the old man, but the 


old one was gone. 
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acceded and addressed the young lord as follows: "There is nothing 
that I can do now but accept your offer and stay. I do not know how 
to repay you for your kindness." To this the young lord answered, 
"This is not my home, but a place where I study in my leisure time. 
Why do you not live here, you to be a wife to me and I, a hmsband to 
you?" The young girl was silent. However, rather than return to her 
life as a slave, she answered, "If you so wish, then let it be." 

For one long month, so it seemed to her, she was in heaven. She 
was showered with adoration and affection, and she forgot that once 
she was a slave who had worked and sweated in the heat of a kitchen 
stove. 

But this happiness was not to last long, for after he had’ been living 
with this girl for about a month, the young lord began to fall ill and, 
as the days went by, his face became more and more yellow until it was 
. the color of that of a corpse. His flesh began to rot until he was 
nothing but bones. And he was utterly unable to understand the cause 
of the strange ailment that afflicting him, for never before had he 
been sick. | 

Then one day while he was walking along the road, he came across 
an old man, and the old man on seeing him, stopped suddenly. "It is 
an evil thing that you have done," the old man said. "Now you are 
paying the heavy price of your infidelity to your real wife." Fright- 
ened, the young lord stared at the man. He pondered to himself, "How 
could such a man know that I have two wives? Is it possible that he 
is a man of wisdom?" So he turned to question the old man, but the 


old one was gonee 
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On his way to his study the young lord began to wonder to himself. 
"What evil have I done? Is is that I am living with this girl and my 
wife does not know about it?" Then like a sudden stroke of lightning 
a thought rushed upon him. "Is it that this girl with whom I am liv- 
ing is an evil spirit?" More and more this thought took hold of him 
and as he came nearer to his study, he had a feeling that his suspi- 
cions were correct and that the girl was indeed a person of evil and 
mystery. As if to prove that his uncanny instinct was right, he found, 
on his arrival, that the outside door was barred. A cold fear gripped 
him as he remembered what the old man he had met on the road had told 
him. 

Now he had come to his study many times before to find the door 
barred, but he had paid no attention to it as he had not been suspi- 
cious of his young wife. Now he did not knock as he had done before. 
Instead, he walked softly around the house until he reached the window 
of his chamber and there, hidden in the shadows of a large tree, he 

peered in. What he saw sent cold blood tingling through his body. 

A monstrous creature stood naked in the middle of the room, with long 
white hair streaming down her shoulders and reaching to the floor, 
Sharp teeth projected from her mouth and large hollow eyes, horrible 
to behold, emitted a steady glow of burning fire. Thin sharp nails 
shot forth from her iegartiva like blades of steel. 

Numb with indescribable horror, the young lord gazed and gazed, 

unable to believe that what he saw was real. Then the monster dipped 


a heavy pencil in a pot of ink and with it began to paint the features 
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of a human being on a piece of human skin. While the young lord looked, 
cold with sweat, upon this awful scene, he saw the creature pick up the 
painted human hide, deftly stretch it with clutching fingers, and slip 
it over her body, to which it fitted as neatly as a rubber glove. And 
then what, but a moment before had been a hideous creature, became the 
naked body of a young girl. 

Too aghast to speak, and too perplexed even to believe what he had 
just witnessed, the young lord quickly left the house to search for the 
old man he had encountered on the road. At last he found him, and breath- 
less, for he had wandered over all the village roads to seek him, he said, 
"Alas, O wise one, it is only too true what you have told me. My young 
wife is indeed a wild, evil creature. I have just found that out. You 
must aid me in whatever way you can to get rid of her." Thus did he 
plead and beg the wise one to help hin. 

When the old one saw the fear and horror written on the face of the 
young lord, he said kindly, "I am not certain that my power is really 
strong enough to overcome that which ep oa possesses, but I shall 
do my best. Tonight do not go back to your study to see her but, in- 
stead, go and sleep with your first wife in your other true home. I 
shall give you some magic words written on special paper and these you 
are to paste on your door. I shall also give you a magic wand made of 
many horse-tails. This you must hang in your room. But you mst realize, 
however, that I do not say that what I am giving you will work. All you 
can do is to follow my instructions and hope for the best." 

The young lord was so horrified at the wild scene he had witnessed 


in his chamber that he answered quickly, "No matter now, give me the 
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words and the wand, and I shall do everything you tell me." So the 
wise one took out many pieces of special paper, and on them painted 
words which had power to frighten ghosts and evil spirits and drive 
them away. Then he made a wand of many horse-tails, and when at last 
he was finished, he gave them to the young lord. Before leaving, the 
latter said, "In case I should wish to see you, how can I find you?" 
The old one answered, "Go to the temple down the road and there I 
shall be whenever you need me." 

The young lord hurried back to his home, far away from his study. 
As he entered his house, greatly troubled, his wife saw him and asked, 
worried, " You seem to have some trouble on your mind. What may it be?" 
Now all the time that he had been staying with his girl-wife, the young 
lord had not told his wife of what he was doing, but now, in this mo- 
ment of terror, he freely confessed all to her. The wife listened 
attentively to all that was told and when at last he had finished 
talking, she said calmly, "But it is too fantastic to believe. You 
say a female monster?" But the young husband, afraid of the terror 
that might be upon a night fell, replied impatiently, "Come, we 
mist paste these words on the door of the bedroom and hang the magic 
wand near the bed." 

When evening came, the young lord locked all the doors in the house 
and went to bed early. As hour after hour passed and midnight slowly 
approached, he lay awake, unable to sleep, overwhelmed by a strange 
sensation that something was about to happen. At the precise moment 
of midnight, a thundering, shattering knocking on the door broke the 


intense silence of the night. The young lord jumped up in his bed, 
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listening. ‘Then fearful that it was the female monster coming after 
him, he hid himself under the bed covers. As he did so, he heard the 
breaking of a lock and the loud sound of a heavy door slamming against 
the floor, Then the wife, awakened by the noise, turned to her husband, 
"What is all this noise outside our room? Get up and find out, for it 
might be a robber that has come to Loot our house." The young lord, 
shivering with fear, asnwered weakly, "No, it is not that. I am sure 
that it is the female monster coming after me! Do go and look. I dare 
not venture out of this room." He looked at the end of the bed and 
seeing the magic wand still there, was somewhat eased in mind. 

The wife, still thinking that the female creature existed only in 
the imagination of the young husband, approached the bedroom door and 
slowly opened it. To her surprise, she saw a young girl and, closing 
the door, said to her husband, "But it is only a girl. What great 
. harm could she do to anyone?" And the husband, cold with fear, said 
in a low voice, "It is the monster then, Her girlish appearance is 
due to a human skin which is fitted over her monstrous body. Close 
the door, and when she sees the magic words there she will go away." 
Moving silently across the room, the wife locked the door. Frightened 
herself now, she crept back into bed. The house had become strangely 
still. No sound broke the silence. Then, without warning, the bedroom 
door suddenly burst open with a shrieking sound, and the hideous mon- 
ster, in its original form, came rushing toward the bed. Dripping blood 
from its mouth, its fingers stretched forward, the creature flew across 


the room, with its long nails ripped open the chest of the young lord 
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and snatched out his heart, liver and all the intestines from his body. 
This happened so quickly, so unexpectedly, that the wife was not aware 
of the horrible scene she had witnessed until she looked at the bleed- 
ing body of the dead man. Only then did the truth dawn upon her. 

When at last she realized the tragedy that had befallen her, she 
rushed to the next house where her brother lived and there, between 
sobs, cried out her awful story. Listening patiently, when his sister 
had finished, the brother spoke to her thus: "The only thing you can 
do is to dbs the wise one one and ask him to aid you. Do you know 
where he lives?" And the weeoing wife replied, "My husband told me 
that the wise one lives in a temple on the road. I shall go to him 
at once and try to find some way whereby my husband can be brought 
back to life again." The brother, seeing that it was late at night, 
answered, "Wait till dawn, for the night is still inky black, and little 
‘can be accomplished now." Then the weeping wife returned to her home 
and weeping, sat by the bedside. At last there came the hour when the 
sun climbed over the dark hills and it was dawn. Although completely 
exhausted by her uninterrupted vigil, the wife prepared herself, never~ 
theless, to go to the temple. She put on her mourning clothes and 
went out. 

Straight to the temple she directed her way, her heart heavy with 
erief and sadness. When she came to the temple door, she approached 
an old one who sat outside, and asked him, "Are you, perhaps, the wise 
one who warned my husband of the evil that was to come to him?" And 
the wise one looked up at the sad face of the suffering wife, and re- 


plied, "You are the wife of this man?" "TI am, and I have come to you 
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for aid. The magic words and wand have failed to work, and now the 
monster has killed my husband. I beseech, Oh wise one, do everything 
in your power to restore him to life again." And saying this, she 
broke out weeping again, wailing her sorrow into the open air. The 
wise one, hearing what had befallen the man, was greatly moved and 
said, touching the shoulders of the bereaved woman, "Cease weeping, 
good woman, for weeping will not bring your husband back. I shall 

do my best to help you." 

Then did the woman cease crying and brought the wise one back to 
her home. Leading him into the bedchamber, she showed him the dead 
body of her husband, It was a ghastly sight that the wise one beheld. 
On the bloody bed lay the body, cut open from the throat to the stom- 
ach. The wise one shook his head, "This monster is indeed a powerful 
one to be able to commit a crime as gruesome as this. Perhaps there 
is something, however, I can do to kill it, but again, I mst tell 
you that I am not sure whether what I am to do will work or not. 

That chance must be taken." Then turning to the wife who was again 
sobbing at the bedside, the wise one said, "I want you to make in- 
quiries at all the houses in the neighborhood and find out if any 
strangers have been there these last two days. After you have found 
out, come back in haste and inform me at once." 

So the wife then went from one house to the other, and at last 
came to the one near the last road in the village. She knocked at 
the door and asked the person opening it, "Have any strangers been 
here recently asking for food or work?" The old woman who had opened 


the door answered immediately, "Why, a young girl has just come in. 
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She is now in the kitchen eating." And the wife lowered her voice 
and said, "Speak not to anyone of what I have asked you. Act as though 
nothing has happened. Soon I shall be back."" And she ran all the 
way back to her home and said to the wise one, "I have found her! 
Come before it is too late!" But the wise one answered, "Before I 

do that, there is Something that I must first perform." And he asked 
for a glass of water. This was brought to him. Dipping a sword in 
the water, he wrote some magic words on a piece of cloth with it, and 
when he had finished he drank the water. Then he asked that another 
cloth be brought to him. On this he again wrote some magical words 
and dipped his sword in another glass of water. When he finished 
writing he said, "That cloth I shall burn," and he threw the cloth 
into a burning stove. “Now I am ready to go," 

Going out of the door, he hastened to the house where the young 
girl was eating her rice. As he came to the door of that house, the 
wise one called out, "Come here, creature," and from the kitchen the 
young maid came forward as in a daze, and seeing the wise one, bowed 
down low. Raising his sword, The wise one let fall a heavy blow and 
instantly she vanished in smoke. When the smoke had disappeared, there 
lay a pile of ashes on the floow. These the wise one gathered together. 
Then he took out a hollow bamboo pole, closed on both ends, and opened 
one end of it. As if by some mysterious power the ashes were drawn 
into the bamboo tube. When every bit of ash was thus sucked in, the 
wise one sealed the tube with magic paper and said to the wife, who 
had been watching the scene with unbelieving eyes, "The female monster 


is no more now. She is dead." And the wife replied, "Yes, she is 
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dead. So is my man. Is there not something that you can do to bring 
him back to me?" And the wise one said, "I have gone to the limit of 
my power. That is all that I can do. However, if you want to bring 
your husband back to life there is one more thing you can try. There 
lives a man in a village far beyond here who possesses great power. 
It is not often that he consents to aid anyone. If you can persuade 
him to help you, perhaps he may be able to restore your husband to 
life again. Ido not promise that he will do it or, in fact, that he 
ean. Jam saying simply that he might consent to try. He is a poor 
man, a crazy man, who sleeps in the gutters of the streets, who wears 
the most ragged of clothes, who decorates his head with wild flowers 
and sings and chants all the time as he goes along. You cannot miss 
him. Go then to him if you so wish; find him and tell him your story. 
He may help you. I have to warn you now that he may subject you to 
_many humiliating acts. If you wish his aid, you will have to obey 
him and do what he tells you to do. Now, do you understand?" Without 
any hesitation whatsoever the wife answered, "I will go at once and 
I shall do whatever I am told to do. I mst save my husband." 
Immediately she made her way back to her home and prepared herself 
for the journey to the distant village. One day and one night she 
traveled on, and at last she came to the village where the crazy man 
lived. She set out at once to find him. She looked here, there and 
everywhere, but she could not locate him, Then one afternoon, weary 
and disappointed at her failure to accomplish her purpose, she heard 
a loud voice singing behind her, and the laughter of many of the vil- 


lage people. Only then did she know that at last it was he, the person 
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she so desired to see, She turned around and there she saw him, a 
tall man of wild appearance, a leering smile on his face and wild flow 
ers in his hair. He swung his long legs as he walked, singing, waving 
his hands, and laughing to himself when he ceased singing. 

The woman knew that he was the one she was looking for and becoming 
bold, although actually she was afraid of his wild ways, she approached 
him and said timidly, "I have come to you for aid. I have journeyed 
far from my own village and you mst help me." The crazy man looked 
at the woman with a lustful stare and, breaking into a broad guffaw, 
shouted, "Ah, you are indeed a pretty little thing! Ha! hal" The 
wife was frightened and started to run away, but remembering her dead 
husband, stopped and returned to the man who continued to stare at 
her, "I am in great trouble," she said seriously, "and you are the 
only one who can help me." The crazy man paid no attention at all to 
what she said, but stroked her breast and fondled her. "I may help 
you," he said at last, running his hand over her body, "and then, 
again, I may not." And he laughed again. The woman did not go away 
and endured all that the man did to her, 

She pleaded with him for hours and at the end he said, "I will aid 
you, provided that you do three things. First, stay with me for one 
night and be my wife. Second, let me hold you in my arms and thus 
walk with you all around the village streets. Third, I will cough up 
a ball of blood and phlegm and you must swallow it. After you have 
done all this, then will I help you." Now when the wife heard what he 
demanded her heart sank. Far be it from her to be unfaithful to her 


dead husband. Yet she was willing to consent to do even this if it 
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would bring him back to her. ‘The second request she knew she could 
do. But the third she felt she could not go through with, so she said, 
"I am willing to do all you ask except swallow what you cough up. To 
ask me to do that is demanding too mich." And the crazy man said, 
"ell, if you do not want me to help you, go back home." And then the 
wife looked up at the sky and said, "The sky is my witness. I am do- 
ing this not because of my own wish but because of love of my husband. 
If I should die, the sky will likewise know that I have been a good 
wife," 

Then she began to weep again. At this moment the man began to cough 
furiously and suddenly he spat out a big ball of blood and phlegm, and 
then, holding it in his hand, dripping, he said to the weeping woman, 
laughing all the while, "Swallow it! Eat it! Hat ha!" And when the 
wife looked at this awful clot of meus she felt sick, but then, clos- 
ing her eyes, bravely she swallowed the whole thing. The crazy man 
laughed hysterically, and ran up the street and disappeared, guffawing 
with laughter. When at last he was lost to View the wife knew that 
she had been the victim of a jest. Completely discouraged at her fail- 
ure to get the man to aid her, she made her way back to the village 
and when at last she had come to her home, she went into the chamber 
and sitting by the bedside of the dead man, cried out, "I have tried 
in every way to save you, 0 dear husband, but I have failed. Although 
I promised the crazy man that I would be his wife for one night, yet 
I did not do it. And neither did I go around the village held in his 


arms. But I swallowed a ball of blood and phlegm and now I am sick, 
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For many hours she sat there weeping and then she was terribly sick. 
Suddenly from her mouth there dropped a bulky substance directly into 
the open body of the dead mane The corpse began to move and the wife 
looked on, tearfully happy, yet greatly frightened, for she could not 
understand the sudden life that had come to the corpse. Then she saw 
that the heart was in the body and she knew that what had just come 
from her mouth was the heart of her husband. She bent over close to 
his body and said joyously, while tears dropped from her eyes, "The 
crazy man did aid me after all. What I swallowed was really your heart, 
and now you are alive again." 

Three days, three nights, the husband moved and writhed in his bed 
and on the fourth night he began to regain consciousness. The wife 
cared for the sick man and fed him with pure cool water. When he was 
completely well, the wife was happy again and often, looking up at 
- the sky, she said, "I bless the man who made it possible for my hus- 
band to recover." And she thought of the crazy man and how close she 
had come to dishonoring herself because of her love for her young hus— 
band. 

The sick man got well and to the end of his days, he never again 
let his eyes wander on beautiful girls. One experience with a phantom 


wife had convinced him that his own wife was the only one he needed. 
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One Bay ‘a Beautiful young girl passed by the house of a rich lord, 
carrying in her arms a large basket of fruit. “hen she came near the 
house, she stopped, looked around her, her eyes filled with tears, 
and then, bowing her head low, she walked slowly aways The young | 
GEE bia Deinyti, ts the: Nhat n, 2am ho toe wiatow sa 
‘seaing her, wae curious about the Gilent. young girl who was apparently 
so full of fear. 

Om the second day he saw her again. As she ree 
the young lord, she locked around her, her eyes fall of grief and sac- 
ness, and then, as before, she went slong ber Tay, atient and ayeter 
ious. The young lord was mere curious and pusaled. why is it," he 
cst to hieet?,. “that this young maid passes by uy stady each day 
with that ead Took om her face: Gan it be that she is frightened by 
something, that she is in danger?" 

spake Gieaeehiies seis tasters ta xistast te esken Sha USCS 
of the girl. He said to himself, “Shen she comes by my study tomorrow 
morning, I shell question her and then I shali find out." The next 
morning, at the usual hour, she case again, carrying her basket of 
fruits, and gased around her with the frightened lock that had aroused 
the curiosity of the young lord. She passed by the house and, at the 
mont when the was about to pass out of sight, the young lord cane 
eat’ of hts study end approached her. He sav that she was fair, not 

ingly beautiful, but pretty in a girlish way. Taking hold of 
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her hands, he said to her, “I have watched you now for three mornings. 
For three mornings you have passed by my house and each time you have 
looked frightened and fearful, ‘Tell me, of what are you afraid? Do 
tell mo, fer I can help you." When the girl heard thie, she locked 
wp into the face of the young lord, and sesing that he was kind, broke 
out erying and sobbing and for many moments wae unable to control her 
self, Yhen, at last, her outpouring of grief bad ceased and she was 
somewhat talmed, the lord said, “Tell me now, for I ean tell by your 
bitter weeping that you are in great suffering." To this the girl 
then made reply, "It is true that I am in great trouble. I have 
euffered all the abuse end all the beating thet I can. I can endure 
nO Mores I aa tut a lonely girl working in the house of a rich lord 
and wistress, Since ay parents sold me as a slave during the year of 
the great famine, I have known nothing bat the torture of hard labor, 
Uy lord and mistress beat me constantly. He matter how hard I try to 
"please thes, they are never satisfied with my services. Lately they 
have been beating me oftener than usual, and I do not know what to do.” 
Then the girl, as she finished speaking, broke out erying anew, and 
‘the young lord, deeply moved by her troubles, spoke to her as follows: 
You cannot go back to the house of your lord and mistress, It wuld 
be better for you to stay in my study a while end make it your hone, 
and I shall try to figure out what I can do to help you," 

Zhe girl, when she heard this, was at first quite unwilling to 
ateept his offer but then, thinking again of the cruel treatment she 
head suffered in the house of her present lord and mistress, che finally 
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sed the young lord es follows: there tz nothing 

thet I can do now but accest your offer and stays i do net know how 
te repay you for your kindness." Yo this the young lord answered, 
“This is not my hone, but a rlace where I stady in uy leisure tine. 
My do you not live here, you to be a wife to mo end I, @ Imsband to 
youre she young givl wae silert. However, rather than return to her 
life as a slave, she answered, *If you go wish, then let it bee" 

for one long month, so it sesned to her, she was in heavens “the 

ngwered with adoration and affection, ami ahe forgot that Onec 
she was a slave who had worked and sweated in the heat of a kitehen 
Stove. 


Dut this hap iness was not to last long, for after he hed been living 


with this girl for about @ month, the young lord began to fall 411 and, 
as the days went by, his face became more and more yellow until it sas 
the color of that of « corpse, His flesh began to rot until he was 
| gutting tat Boner, And be was utterly unable to understand the cause 
of the strange ailment thet was afflicting bim, PRE 
he been sick. ; an 
Then one day while he was walicing pete the road, he @ane across 
an old man, end the old san on seeing hing stopped suddenly, “It is 
an evil thing that you have done," the old man said. “Now you are 
ing the heavy price of your infidelity to your real wife." Pright- 
ened, the young lord stared at the min. Be pondered to himself, "How 
could such @ man know that i have two «ives? Is it possible that be 
is = wan of wisdon?™ So he turned to question the eld many but the 


old one wae gones 
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On his way to his study the young lord began to worder to hiewelf, 
“that evil have I done? Is is that I am living with this girl and ny 
wife dees not know about it?" Then like a sadden stroke of lightning 
@ thought rushed upon him, “Is it that this cirl with whom I an liv 


Ang 4s an evil spirit?" uore and nore this thought took hold of hin 


and a he case nearer to his study, he had a feeling that his suspi- 
clons were correct and that the girl wae indeed a person of evil and 
uysterys 45 if to prove that his uncanny instinct was right, he found, 
on hie arrival, that the outelde door wee barred. A old fear eripped 
him as he remexbered what the old aan he had wet on the road had told 
barred, but he had paid no attention to it as he had not been suspi- 
Gicus of his youn: wife, New he did net knosk ap he had done before, 
Instead, he walked softly around the hose until he reached the window 
of hig chasber and there, hidden in the shadows of @ large tres, he 


peered in. ‘hat he saw sent cold blood tingling through his body. 


te behold, emitted a steady glow of burning fire. Thin shero nails 
shot forth from her fingertips like blades of steel. | 
fun with indeseribable horror, the young lerd gazed end gaged, 
unable to belicve that what he saw was real, hese 
@ heavy pencil in a pot ef ink and with it began to paint the features 
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_ of & human being on @ pides of imnan skin, While the young lord looked, 
cold with sweat, usen this awful scene, he saw the oreature pick up the 
. Painted human hide, deftly streteh 1¢ with eluteline 
_ it over her body, to which it fitted as neatly as a rubber gk 

then what, but a moment before had been a hideous creature, becane the 
_Raked body of a young girl, 

Too aghast to speak, and too perplexed even to believe what ho had 
Just witnessed, the young lor quickly left the house te search for the 
eld man he hed encountered on the read, At last he fourx? him, and breath 
less, for he had wandered over 211 the village roads to seck him, he said, 
"Alas, O wise one, it is only toc true what you have told ac, My young 
wife is indesd a wild, evil creature, I have just found that out. You 
must aid me in whatever way you can te get rid of her." fms did he 
young lord, he said kindly, “1 am not certain that my power is really 
do my best. ‘Tonight do not go back to your stady to sec her but, in- 
stead, go and sleep with your first wife in your other true hone, 
Shall give you sese sagic words »ritten on specis , Paper and these you 
AERP RE BER heen i shall also give yout 'a magie wand sade of 
many } le. ‘This you mst hang in your Yoon, Gat you emst realise, 
Seeley ent enn sci dannii dane aX1 you 
can do is to follow ay instructions and hope for the best," _ 

the young lord was so horrified at the wild seen he hed witnessed 
in his ehaber that he answered quickly, "Ho matter now, give xe the 
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wortie end the wand, and I shell do everything you tell me.* So the 
wipe one took out many pieces of svecial paper, and on then painted 
words which had power to frighten ghosts and evil spirite and drive 
thes away, ‘Then he mde a wand of many horse-talls, anc when at last 
ished, he gave thes to the young lord, Sefore leaving, the 
Jatter said, *In case I should wish to eee you, how can I find you?* 
fhe Old one answered, "Go to the temple dow the road and there I 
The young lord hurried back to his home, far away from his etady. 
As he entered his house, greatly troubled, his wife saw him and asked, — 
worried, * You seem to have some trouble om your mind. What may it be?" 
Sow ell the time that he had been staying with his girl-wife, the young 
Jord had not told his wife of what he was doing, bat now, in this m- 
ment of terror, he fresly confessed all to her. The wife listened 
athantavely to 01 that was told and wheli at"lant Ie tad rintaied — 
talking, she seid cally, "Dut it is toc fantastic to believe. ‘Tou 
say a fexale monster?* Bet the young busoanc, afraid of the terror 
that micht be upon hin as night fell, replied im 
mst paste these words on the door of the bedroom 2 
wand near the bec.* 
wing come, the young lord lecked all the doors in the house 
and went te bed early. As hour after hour pessed and midnight slowly 
med by a strange 
sittin thet something was about to havpen. At the precise moment 
andering, shattering knocking on the door breke the 
sk etal The young lerd jewped up im bis bed, 
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listening. Thon fearful thet it wae the foucle nonster coming after 
him, he hid himself under the bed covers. As he did so, he heard the 
breaking of a lock and the loud sound of 4 heavy door slauming ageinet 
"hat is all thie noise outside our room? fet up end find out, for it 
wight Se @ robber that has couse te loot our house," The young lord, 
shivering with fear, asnwered weakly, “No, it is not thet. I an sure 
that it is the female monster coming after mel Do go and look, I dave 
not venture out of this room.” ie looked at the end of the bed and 
seeing the magic wind still there, was sonewhat eased in minds 

the wife, still thinking that the fone creature existed only in 
glovly opened it. To her surpride, she sav a young eirl and, closing 
the door, ssid to her lasband, "at it is only a ctrl. ‘hat crest 
hare could she do to anyones?* 4nd the tmsband, eold with fear, said 
in a low woies, "It is the nenets 
due te a Imman siin «hich is Hiei oli lad Mindi eit; Close 
phere che ghapharaphertigmepirethe stich gO away.” 
still. Ho sound broke the silence. Pony vktbont semingy th Darwen 
door suddenly burst open with a shrieking 
ster, in ite original fors, came rushing toward the bed, "Bespin Woes 
froz its south, ite fingers strotehed fo 
oe ee ee Sow Je Snake rove cyan the chet of the yong tor 
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and snatched out his heart, liver and 211 the intestines froa his body. 
is hap expectediy, that the wife wae not aware 
es Ga on ce until she leoked at-the bleed 
ing body of the dead men, Only then did the truth dawn upon her. 

When at last she realized the tragedy that had befallen her, she 
tushed to the mext house where her brother lived and there, between 
sobs, cried out her awful story, Listening patiently, «ben hie sister 
had finished, the brother s: Spoke to her thes: “The only thing you can 
eS oe ae ae De you know 
where he lives?" ami the weecing wife replied, “lly husband told me 
that the wise one lives in a teple on the roads I shall go te hin 
back to life again," ‘The brother, seeing that it was late at night, 
answered, “Sait til] dem, for the night is still inky Olsck, and little 
Gan be accomplished now,* then the weeping wife returned te her hone 
and weeping, sat by the bedside, At last there cane the hour when the 
“gan dlizbed over the dark hills and it was dam, Although completely 
exhausted by her uninterrupted vigil, the wife prepared herself, never« 
tmllesa, to go to the temple. She pul oo her aourning clothes and 
wont out, i 

Straight to the texple che directed ber way, hor hoart heavy with 
grief end sadness, “hen she cana te the temple door, she approached 
am old one who sat outside, and asked him, "Are yous perhans, the wise 
one who warned uy busbond of the evil that was to come to him?# And 
the wise one looked up at the sad face of the euffering wife, and re~ 
Plied, “You are the wife of this man?" *I amy and I have cone to you 
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for aid. ‘the magic words and wand have failed to work, «nd now the 
monster has killed my husband. I beseech, Oh wise one, do everything 
in your power to restore him te life again.* 4nd saying this, she 
broke out weeping again, wailing her sorrow into the open air. The 
wise one, hearing what had befallen the man, was greatly aoved and 
Said, touching the shoulders of the bereaved woman, "Cease weeping, 
good woman, for weeping will not »ring your husband back, I shall 

Go my best to belp you," 

Then did the woman cease crying and brought the wise one back to 
her home. Leading him into the bedchamber, she showed him the dead 
body of her husband, It was a ghastly sight that the wise one beheld. 
On the bloody bed lay the body, cut open from the throat to the stom 
ach, The wise one sheok his head, "This monster is indeed a pewerfal 
one te be able to commit a crime as gruesome as tliis, Perhaps there 
is sonething, however, I can do to kill it, bat again, I oust tell 
you that I am not sure whether what I as te do will work or net, 
That chance wist be taken." Then turning to the wife who wae again 
sobbing st the bedside, the wise one said, "I want you to make in- 
quiries at all the houses in the neighborhood end find oat if any 
strangers have been there these last two days. After you have found 
out, come back in haste and inform me at once." | ; | 

So the wife then went from one house to the other, and at last 
came to the one near the last road in the village. She knocked at 
the door and asked the person opening it, "Have any strangers been 

ed 


here recently asking for feod or work?* The eld woman whe had onen 
the door answered immediately, "thy, a young girl has just cowe in. 
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She is now in the kitchen eating." ‘nd the wife lowered her voice 
and said, "Speak not to anyone of what I have asked you. Act as though 
nothing has hanpened. Soon I shall be back.* And she ran ell the 
way back to her home and said to the wise one, "I have found herl 
Come before it is too iatel® Sut the wise one answered, *Sefore I 
dothat, there is souething that i must first perform." ind be asked 
for a glase of water. This was brought te hin. Dipoing a sword in 
the water, he wrote some sagic words on a piece of cloth with it, and 
when he had finiehed he drank the water. Then he asked that another 
loth be brought to his, On this be again wrote seme magical words 
and dipped his sword in another glass of water. “hen he finished 
writing he said, "That cloth I shall burn,” and he threw the cloth 
Inte a burning stove. "Now I an ready to gos" ‘ 

Geing out of the door, he hagtened to the house where the young 
gi was Geting her rice, An he came to the door of that house, the 
wise one called out, "Come here, creature,” and from the kitehen the 
young maid came forward as in e dase, and seeing the wise oney bowed 
down low, Haising his sword, The wise ome let fall a heavy blow and 
instantly she vanished in smoke. When the suoke had disappeared, there 
lay a pile of ashes on the floce. These the wise one guthated Sngeter. 
Then he took out a hollow banboo pole. elosed on beth ends, and opened 
one end of it. 4s if by some mysterious power the sehen vere dram 
into the tasnde ‘tabe, hen ‘every bit of ash was thus mocked in, the 
wise one sealed the tube with magic paper and said te the wife, who 
Ha Weed ‘atching ‘tha’ scene with unvelisving eyes, “The femle monster 
8 no mo¥e now. She ic dead." And the wife replied, "Yes, she is 
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dead. So is uy man, Is there not something that zou can do to bring 
him back to me?® And the wise one said, "i nave gone to the limit of 
my power, That is all that I can do, However, if you want to Oring 
your busband back to life there is one sore thing you can try. There 
lives a man in e@ village fer beyond here whe pessesges greal powers 
it is not often that he consents to aid anyone. if you can persuade 
him to help you, perhacs he may be able to restere your husband to 
life again, i do not prowise that he will do it ory in fact, that he 
Cat. iam saying slaply that he might consent to trys. He is a poor 
MA, & crazy man, who cleess in the autters of the streets, who weare 
the most ragged of clothes, who decorates his head with wild flowers 
and sings and chants sil the time as he goes slong. You carmot miss 
bine Go then to hia if you so wish; find him enc tell him your story. 
He may help yous { have to warn you now that he may subject you te 
many bwellieting acts. If you wish bis aid, you will pave to obey 
Mu and do what be tells you. to doe ‘How, de you understand?” Sithout 
any hesitation whatsoever the wife answered, *I will go at once and 
I shall do whatever [ au told to do, iI met save ay husband," 
Inuediately she made her way back to her home and prepared herself 
for the journey to the distant village. One day and one night she 
dyeveled on, and at lest. she eeze to the village where the, oresy.aen 
lived. She set out at once to fir bia, She looked here, there and 
everywhere, but she could not locate him. Then one afternoon, woary 
and disappointed at her failure to accomplish her purpose, she heard 
@ loud voiee singing behind her, and the laughter of many of the vil~ 
lage peoples Only then did she know that at last it was he, the person 
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she so desired to sec. She turned around and there she saw hin, a 
tall man of wild anvearance, a leering emile on his face and wild flow 
ers in bie hair, He swung his leony lege as he walled, singing, waving 
his hands, and lasghing to himself when he ceased singing. 

The woman knew that be was the one she was locking for and beconing 
beld, although actually she was afraid of hie wild ways, she acproached 
hig and Said tieidly, *I have come to you for aids I have journeyed 
at the woman with a lustful stare and, breaking inte a broad guffaw, 
Shouted, "Ah, you are indesd a pretty little thing! Hal hai" ‘the 
Wife wes frightened and started te ran away, but remembering ber dead 
Imsband, esteoced and returned to the san who contimed te stare at 
her, ‘I am in great tro ble,” she said seriously, “and you are the 
only ome who can help se," The crezy man cald no attention at all to 
want. she said, but etroked her oreast and fondled ber. *I may help 
you,” he sald at last, rumiing hie hard ever her cody, "and then, 
again, I may not." And he leuched again, Yhe woman did net. go away 
and endured all that the wan did to her, 

She pleaded with hia for hours and at the end he said, "I will aid 
you, provided that you do three things. Yirst, stay with we for one 
night and be ay wife, Second, let me hold you in ay arms and thas 
Walk with you all arcund the village strecte, Third, I will cough up 
a ball of blecd and phiega and you must swsllow it, After you bave 
done all this, then will I helo you." tow when the wife heard what he 
dewanded her heart sank. Far be it frow her to be unfeithfal te her 
Yet she was willing to consent to do even thie if it 
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furiously and suddenly he spat out a big dall of blood and pk 


would bring him back to her. The seeond request she knew she could 
do, But the third she felt she could not go through with, so she Said, 
"I am willing to do all you ask except seallow what you cough up. To 
ask me to do that is dewanding too much," 4nd the crasy man sald, 
“Sell, if you do not want me to help sou, go back OFS 4ac then the 
wife looked up at the sky and seid, “The sky is my witness, [ am do- 
ing this not beceuse of my ow wish bat beeause of love of ay husband 


Aft should dis, the sky will likewise know that I have been a geod 


wifes" | | 

Than she begun to weep ageins At this moment the man began te cough 
LGgmy ond 
then, holding it in his hand, dripping, he said to the weeping woman, 
laughing all the wiile, “Swallow it! Sat ith Usl hel" and when the 
wife locked at this awful clot of meus she felt sick, but then, clos 
ing her eyes, bravely she swallowed the whole things The erasy man 
ia@ighed hysterically, and ran up the street and cisappearad, gaifawing 
with laugiter. “hen at last he was lost to view the wife knew that 
die nk pane Ube vichin of & dents Gompletely diseouraged at her fail~ 
ure to get tho man to aid ber, she made her way back te the village 
and when at last she had come to her home, she went into the chasber 
and sitting by the bedside of the dead man, eried out, "I have tricd 
dy but Ihave failed. Although 
i promised the crazy man that I would be hie wife for one night, yet 
i Gid not do it. amd neither did I go around the village held in his 
voc @ ball of blocd and phlegm ari now I am sick, 


in every way to save you, 0 dear husben 
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“For many hours she set there weeping and then she was terribly sick 
Suddenly froa ker mouth there dropped a balky substance Gireetly inte 
the open body of the 


sai man. The corsse began to move and the wifes 
locked on, tearfully happy, yet greatly friphtenad, for she coulda not 
understand the sudden life that had come to the corpses Then she saw 
‘that the heart mas in the body and she know that what sad just cone 
from her wouth was the heart of her husband. She bent over elose to 
hie body and said joyously, while teare drogped from her eyes, “The 
erasy man did aid me after all. ®hat t euallowed was really your heart, 
and now you are alive again.” : 
seo A Urea eae Ati abd ‘taboo wattionhs de he, bod 
and on the fourth night he began te regain consciousness. . The wife 
eared for the sick man and fed him with pure cool water's Yhen. he was 
completely well, the wife wis hapcy again and eften, looking up at 
the sky, sho said, "I bless the man who made it possible for my tms- 


band to reeover.* and she thought of the crazy man and how close she 
had come to dishonoring herself because of her love for her young lus~ 
pande 

The sick man got well and to the end of his days, he never again 
let his eyes wander on beautiful girls. One experience with & phantos 
wife had convinced hia that bis om wife was the only one he needed. 
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THE MAN-EATING SNAKE 


Once upon a time there was a snake who ate nothing but human be- 
ings. This snake was possessed of magic power, for he could change 
himself into a men whenever he wished. And as he walked about and 
spoke to people, all those who answered, whether they knew it or not, 
were doomed to be eaten by the snake. After a while all the people 
of the countryside came to know about him and to fear his power. 

One night a traveler, a stranger to the district, was walking 
along the road when suddenly he heard & voice calling his name. He 
answered and then saw a man approaching. Before he could reach him, 
the man had disappeared. Wondering at so strange an occurrence, the 
traveler continued his journey until he came to an inn. There he 
asked for a lodging. 

"Did a strange man call your name as you came along the road just 
now?" asked the innkeeper. 

"Yes," replied the traveler, "why?" 

"Then you cannot have a room," the innkeeper said. 

Why can I not have a room?" 

"Because the voice you heard calling your name is not that of a 
man but of a man-eating snake. Those who answer its call on the road 
are doomed to be eaten on that very night," explained the innkeeper. 

As the stranger and the innkeeper where thus conversing, a monk who 


had joined them, suddenly interrupted and said to the landlord, "Let 
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the stranger have a room, The snake will not harm him. IT can assure 
you of that." 

The innkeeper looked closely at the monk and recognized who he was, 
although he did not know that he had been sent down from heaven specif- 
ically to rid the world of the evil thing infesting it. 

Then addressing the traveler, the monk said, "Take this and put 
it under your pillow tonight and when you hear a loud rattle be sure 
to pull the pillow away quickly before it is too late." 

"T shall remember everything you have told me and do exactly as 
you say," promised the stranger, 

That night he lay down to Sleep, shaking and trembling with fright, 
He carefully placed the monk's packet under his pillow, Again and 
again he thought he heard a rattling only to discover that it was his 
own fear. After a while he fell asleep. 

When the stranger was asleep, the snake, as was his custom, changed 
himself into a small worm in order to enter the house unseen. Then, 
when he reached the traveler's room he changed himself again into a 
man-eating snake. Suddenly there was a loud rattle under the sleeping 
traveler's pillow. He awoke with a start and saw a huge snake close 
to him, Quickly he pulled away the pillow and out flew a small bird 
who immediately attacked the snake. A tremendous battle ensued, first 
in the room and then on the roof. In the end the snake was killed, 


its soul was recaptured by the monk and the traveler's life was spared. 
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THE MAN-RATIOG SNAKE 


Once upon @ tine there was a snake who ate nothing but human be- 
ings This snake was possessed of magic power, for he coulda ehange 
hiseelf inte a wen whenever he wished. And as he walked about and 
epoke to people, all those who ansvered, whether they kmew it or not, 
wore doosed to be eaten by the snake. After a while all the people 
of the countryside cane to know sbout him and to fear bie powers 

One night a traveler, a stranger to the district, was walking 
cnovor ani than saw mtn apposed Sefore he could reach bis, 


isappas ne at go strange an occurrences the 

traveler contimied his journey until he came to an inn, There he 
“asked for a lodging. 

“Did a strangs men call your name as you case along the road just 
now?" agked the Innkeeper. 

#Y¥en," replied the traveler, ghey 2? 

*fhen you cannot have a room,” the innkeeser seid, 

‘Why can I not have a room?" 

Because the volee you heard calling your name is not that of @ 
man but of @ wan-eating snakes Those who answer ite call on the road 


are deomed te be eaten on that very night,* explained the innkeepers 
Ae the stranger and the innkeeser where thus conversing, a monk who 


had joined them, suddenly interranted and seid to the landlord, tLet 
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when be reached the traveler's roon he ches 


the stranger have a room, ‘The snake will not hara hin. 1 can assure 
you of that." 

he innkeeper looked closely at the monk and recognized 
although he did not know that be hed been sent down from heaven specit- 
sealiy to rid the world of the evil thing infesting it. 

‘Then addressing the travelers the sonk said, "Take this and put 
st under your pillow tonight and when you hear 3 loud rattle be sure 
_@Y shal] remesber everything you have told me and do exactly as 


gruo 2 WAS, 


before it is too late.* 


the stranger. 

That night he ley down to sleep, S2ek-ng 
Ye carefully placed the monk's packet under his pillow. again and 
again he thought he heard a rattling only to diseover that it was his 
cm fear. After a while he fell asleeps ee 


hen the stranger was asleep, the snake, af wae hie eustom, changed 
himgelf into a enall worm in order to enter the howse unecen, Then, 
nAgec hineelf again into @ 
man~eating snake, ‘uddenly there was a lowd rattle under the slee ing 


traveler's pillow. He awke with a start and saw a huge euake close 


to hin, ouiekly he pulled away the pillow and out flew s emali bird 


eho iemediately attecked the enekee A tremendot 


8 pattie ensued, first 
in the room and then on the roof. in the end the snake was killed, 


ts soul was recaptured by the monk and the travelerte life was spared. 
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THE HUNTER AND THE SNAKE 


A hunter once was wandering in the woods searching for wild game, 
when he suddenly came upon a large poisonous snake lying on the road. 
Angered at being disturbed, the snake shot out its fangs, determined 
to kill the hunter who had aroused it from its slumber. But the 
hunter was skilled in the ways of the forest, and when the snake was 
about to strike the fatal blow, took out his hunting knife and with a 
heavy blow cut the snake in half. Certain that the snake could not 
survive, he continued on his way. 

But the snake, although cut in two, was not entirely dead, for there 
was still life in the upper part of its body which struggled along the 
best it could. With only a few breaths remaining the severed snake 
made up its mind to kill the hunter. 

"I shall kill him," thought the snake. "He will die in a more pain- 
ful way than I am now dying." The half-snake wriggled along the ground, 
fired by a lust for revenge, and made straight for the home of the 
hunter. PFanting for life, it fought on. The blood on the open wound 
coagulated as it became mixed with the dirt on the road and formed a 
ball which became larger and larger as the snake struggled onward. 

While the snake was going toward his home, the hunter, of course, 
was unaware that it was still alive. He wandered farther into the 


interior of the forest. In the thickest part of the woods he came 
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across an old woman sitting in the road. She looked up at him and 
pleaded in a tired voice, "Please, kind one, spare a little money for 
a poor one like me." 

Looking at the poor woman, the hunter had pity on her and he took 
out many pieces of silver. He handed them to her and said, "Here, 
old one, take them and use them well." The old one began to weep and 
then she said, “Indeed, kind sir, you are a good man. No harm shall 
ever come to you." And saying this, the old woman moved into the thick 
shadows and was lost to view. | 

Taking leave of the old woman, the hunter journeyed on. All day 
he searched for game, but there was none that he could find. When 
evening drew near, the hunter, disappointed and weary, started for 
home. A whole day of hunting was wasted and he had killed only a 
snake. 

Now the snake, almost dead from weakness, had reached the home of 
the hunter and had wriggied itself into the house through a small 
opening in the wall. But that was as far as it could go, for the 
ball of dirt on the end of its body was too large to ease through 
the opening. "Vhen the hunter comes back I shall kill him," the 
snake pondered, its poisonous fangs flashing, and it waited for the 
kill. 

When the hunter reached home he saw the ball of dirt on the wall 
of the house and he wondered to himself, "Now what could that be?" 
Moving cautiously, he came close, but still could not make out what 


it was. Suspecting something strange, he drew out his knife, prepared 


toe id a es Sal ea ls ae sce ge fo as 
10t yerom efttil s emsca .en0' baal spel ee0lov berkt aN r sol 

PS oe bli } EEN 2 ee. “em eal eno rog 8 ; 

toot od bas tod no ete bad total est amon roo sii be. Pr perain ie - 

998" cbiee bas ror of mort babrsi’ ot teviis te reoett asm 00 


yp 


ee err tach Go evar = et ae ay ote 


Lede miss of stam boog s exe wo xfs abt cboebril® <btee exe. modit 
"wots odd ofnt bovot meaew Bfo ort vata ambyse bah "coy ot ean xe¥8 

wwaly of $20 ser bas anobti 
a pays in 


ysb TL oft setkaauae seabed ans _nieston bfLo ost to eveel patist 


r 


etosiil butt bfs0o of decid onon sew event Sud comsg ot befoxses ott 
ot bhediste ecisew bns bedntodgeatb ctosnuni exit etsent werd anksova 
s ino ‘BeLLbs bad ed baa hosasw een pntsaut 0 sb ofan erode 
- orien : 

to snot et feiosor bait <2eemisew sox feb Jeonts cexane ext woll = a 
Liem s dquordd sewed ond oon ‘Meads beiggivw baci bas redaunt ain 385 
exis 10h .o3 bivep tf es ts? os caw Jedd Sue - Lise onlt at gakasGo 
rtguotds ones oF eytal oot anw ybod edt Yo bus eff mo xi Yo Led 
og "ymin [Ltt Lfasia T voad semoo totnml ot medi" -gaimeqo edd 
eit tol bestisw Jf bas .anirieslt agnst enonosiog s¢t xberebnog esas. Zi 
ia ee teen aes ce 
"Sad sad? Stone dad wo" «2foonbt of Berohaon oi bas eave ato 
+ emer seer 2 


jer tro oxam ton bios ‘ilise Fasd needle ane oe: CUlzvolsso sabvall a 
be 7O. She on) 
bevagexa «elim ht gue wend of cesamnde gubivenos onifosand! j 


for whatever emergency might come. Then, with a sudden sweep of his 
hands, he grabbed the ball of dirt and pulled the snake from its hid- 
ing place. The snake, becoming fully alive for one brief moment, 
fought with all its strength, twisting its half—body to strike a fa- 
tal blow. Just as it was about to strike, the hunter brought down 


his knife and with it cut off the head of the snake. The body of the 


snake became limp, its blood oozed out onto the ground. 


At this moment a voice was heard from the forest, "No harm will 
ever come to you." Then it was gone and the hunter realized that 
the old woman to whom he had given money was really a fairy in dis- 


gaise. Because of what he had done for her, she had saved his life. 
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A banter once was wandering in the woods searching for wild gaue, 
when be suddenly came upen a large polsencus enake a7ang on the sinaned 
angered at being disterbed, the snake shot out ite fangs, detern 
to kill the hunter who had aroused it from its slusber. But the 
hunter wag skilled in in tue ways of the forest, acd when the sneke was 

about to strike the fatal blow, tock out his latins knife and with a 
heavy blow cut the sneke in half. Gertain Gat the snake oma not 
survive, be continued on bis way. 

Bat the gmake, although cut in two, was not entirely dead, for there 
was still life in the upper part of ite body which strugcled along the 
Dest it could. With only a few breaths ren: int ig the severed sncke 
nade up ite mind to kill the unter, 


"I shall kill him,* thought the snake, "fe will dle in a wore vain- 
ful way then I am now dying,* The helfeneke wriggled aleng the ground, 
sihihenttobe di Tale Dec Kk x pop eng 


alsied ea it sain mixed with the dirt on the read and forzed a 
De itis Adncs Seece ane larger as the snake struggled onward. 

While the snake was going toward hie honey the imnter, of gouree, 
was unaware that if was still alive, Se wandered farther inte the 
interior of the forest. in the thickest part of the woods be cane 
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REPOSS &m Old wouan sitting in the road, She locked up at hie and 
pleaded in a tired wice, "Please, kind one, spare a Uitte covey for 


HANG the wee womanyShm: thn pthp-ts ches set. 
out sany pleess ef sliver, He handed thes to her and said, "Here, 
Gld one, take them ang ace then =e The old ono bear to ween and 
then she said, *Indecd, king sity you are a go0d mate Ne har: ehall 
ever come to you,* ind saying thisy the old wnan mowed inte the thick 
Shadows and was lest te view, , 

‘Taiing leave of the old womany the: unter: joumayed ons S11 dag 
he Searched for guuey but there was none that he eould find, Shen 
; NG Grow near, the hunter, dissppeinted and weary, started for 
hese, A wiole day of taunting was wasted and he had killed only a 


i Wiggled itself inte the house through a smell 
ming in the wall, Sut that wee ee fer as it could go, for the 
Dell of dirt on the end of its bedy was too large to ease through 
the opening, “then the hunter comes back i shall kill hie," the 
snake ponderad, its poisonous fangs flashing, end it waited for the 
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for whatever exergeney might come, Thon, with a oxides swec> of his 
hands, he grabbed the ball of dirt and pulled the snake from tte hid 
ing plate. ‘The enake, becoming folly alive for one brief m-ment, 
fought with all ite strength, twisting ite halfbedy te strike a fa 
tal blow, dust ae it ae about to strike, the hunter brought 
tis imife and with it eut off the head of the snake. oe a 
Snake Decase limp, its bleed oosed out onte the protnd. 
4% titis moment 2 voice wes heard from the forest, "No har: wilt 
ever come to yous" Then it was Ive et eg 
*he old woman to whom he had given money was really @ fairy in dic- 
Gtise. Gecause of what he had done for her, she had seved his life. 
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HOW THE CAT AND THE TIGER CAME INTO EXISTENCE 


There was once a young woodchopper who lived in an isolated part 
of China. He made his living by going into the mountains and gather— 
ing firewood which he sold to the villagers in the plain below. One 
day he wandered away from his usual path and became lost in the thick 
woods of the mountain. As night came on he, fortunately, met a kind 
old man who asked him to go to his hut for shelter. 

The next morning when the young woodchopper bade farewell to his 
host, the old man gave him two strange appearing animals. They were 
small and had striped bodies. The old man told the young man to be 
careful of these two animals, assuring him that if he took good care 
of them, they would become very intelligent househols pets and, in 
addition, good companions. The woodchopper thanked him for the pres- 
ents and the two parted. 

On the way home one of the animals struggled loose and disappeared 
into the woods. The woodchopper hunted for it for a long time, but 
in vain. Finally he gave up the search and went home with the other 
animal. He took good care of it as he had promised and it grew up to 
become a very fine cat. And this is how the cat came into being. 

As for the other animal that had escaped, because it had to struggle 
for its livelihood in the wilderness, it grew stronger and bigger every 
day. It became a marauding animal, terrifying the countryside by its 


brutal killing. It was the tiger. 
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HOW THE CAT AND THE TIGER CAMB INTO EXISTENCE 


There was once a young woodchopper who lived in an isolated part 
of China, He made his living by going into the mountains and gather 
ing firewood’ which he sold to the villagers in the plain below. One 
day he wandered away from his usual path and became lost in the thick 
woods of the mountain, As night came on he, fortunately, met a kind 
old man who asked hin to go to his hut for shelter, 

The next morning when the young woodchopper bade farewell to his 
host, the old man gave hin two strange appearing animals, They were 
small. and had striped bodies, ‘The old man told the young man to be 
careful of these two animals » assuring hin that if he tock good care 
of then, they would become very intelligent househols pets and, in 
addition, good comanions, ‘The woodehopper thanked him for the pres= 
ents and the two parted, 

On the way home det of the animals struggled loose and disappeared 
into the wods. The woodchopper hunted for it for a long time, but 
in vain, Finally he gave up the search and went hone with the other 
animal, He took good care of it as he had promised and it grew up to 
become a very fine cat. And this is how the cat cane into being, 

4s for the other animal that had escaped, because it had to struggle 
for its livelihood in the wilderness, it grew Mecme and bigger every 
day. It became = marauding animal, terrifying the gcomtereide by its 
brutal killing. It was the tiger, 
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THE PEACOCK AND THE CRAB 


"Let me tell you a story about the peacock and the crab," the narra~ 
tor began, “why it is that the peacock possesses such magnificent col- 
ers and why the crab has to crawl along the ground." his is the story: 

Long ago, in the good and ancient times, there was a king who had 
an enormous and magnificent empire. He sat contented on his throne, 
knowing that he had thousands of living creatures under his juris- 
diction. One day this king became sick and an announcement was sent 
py him to every creature in his land, in which he said, "I have cared 
for all living beings in my kingdom since I became king. Wow I am 
gick and all of you should come to me and eare for me. The one who 
shall come first will be handsomely rewarded and the one who arrives 
last will be punished. Such is my command." 

Hardly had the announcement been given out than there cate 4 rush 
of creatures, human and animal, to the palace of the king. It was the 
good fortune of the peacock to be the first to arrive and it was the 
misfortune of the crab to be the last to reach the palace. 

The king was now sinking rapidly and when he felt that death was 
near, he gave this command t 

"I decree that a magnificent coat of colors shall be given to the 
peacock after I die. Tt was the first living creature to reach me 
and this is the way he shall be rewarded as I promisec,* 
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Then the king saw the crab and upon seeing him, he gave the follow 
ing order: 

"I decree that the intestines of the crab be taken out after I die, 
and that its legs be broken so that it can never again come to the 
imperial palace." 

‘and that is the reason," continued the narrator, ‘why peacocks 
have such gloricus plumes and why the crab has to erawl forever on 
the ground. It was so decreed by the king." 

And this is the story of the peacock and the crab. 
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HOW -A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW BECAME A MONKRY 


Once upon a time there was a woman whose eyesight was failing 
with age, Now she had a daughter-in-law who was quarrelsome and 
abusive in her language to her. ‘The old woman used to assuage her 
feelings and humiliation by going to the riverbank and weeping there 
where no one would see her, tie day as she sat erying bitterly, an 
old man approached tod asked kindly, "Why are you erying so bitterly, 
my good woman?" 

*Because of my daughter-in-law and her eruel treatment of me. 
Since I am so old and am nearly blind I can do nothing to defend my 
self," slowly and sorrowfully explained the old woman. 

"Do not despair, my good woman, Go home now and I ai sure your 
daughter-in-law will not bother you any more," the old man replied 
and then vanished. 

All the way home the old woman pondered over this happening. She 
wondered if the man had really vanished, if her old eyes were play- 
ing tricks on her or if the gods had. nent help. 

The daughter-in-law, however, did not change her ways, but con- 
tinued to scold and quarrel, Again the old woman went to the river- 
bank to weep by herself. And as before, so now, the kind old man 
“ game and expressed concern about her misfortune, The old woman told 
him things were no better and asked if there was not something he - 
could do to help her. He replied that there was and that he would 


help her, 
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"Here is a magic powder," he told her. "Tonight when your daughter~ 
in-law is not looking put it in her rice," 

The old woman stopped weeping, took the powder, thanked the old 
man and went off home to do as he had instructed. She put the powder 
in her daughter~in-law's rice and immediately upon eating the rice, 
the daughter-in-law turned into a quiet monkey and, from that day on, 
bothered the old woman no longer. 

One day, in the old womants absence, the monkey jumped up and sat 
down on the hot stove, With a shrill yelp it rose, but it was too late, 
All the hair on its buttocks had been burned away and the flesh was 
bright red in color, And, since that day, monkeys of that particular 
species have no hair on their buttocks and their flesh is red, 
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was in consequence of what a little farn boy did that cows lost their 
appy animals in those days of the fer distant 
eared for thati, and So they lived, happy and satisfied, with no 

One day a farezer called his little son to him and said, "Uy son, 
today I an leaving you in care of the cows, ‘Treat thes well, and bring 
thee back to the bern at the proper tine,* 

The son sald, "That I shall do, my father, I shail care for the 
cows end i shall eee to it that no harm comes to then,* 

Se, talking leave of his son, the old farmer went azay. 

The little farm bey took the cows to pasture, but in the middie of 
the road one of the cows refused to a0¥te The little fara boy apprpacued 
it and said, “chy do you not move from the rosd? I camot stay here the 
entire day waiting for you." | | 

The gow replied, *I am tired by the long walk. let me rest a while 
ami then I shail go on." 

The little farm bay said hotly, “Why showld you be tired when none 
. of the other cows are? Is it not that you are too lazy to sove?* 
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| ‘The cow was silent, but unable to stand the remirks of the little 
boyy it began to wep. prcoapeliep dinates dae By master never 
scolded me Like this.* 

The farm boy was engered by the selay and he pleked uo a stick fron 
the rend and with it began to beat the cow mst meretlersly. The cow 
Stood there, weening harder and harder, Then, unable te stand the 
Sesbingy St Sogn to sow, fetowing the oth cout peste 
trouble. ws ig ii tanta" HS HG Me 
. ‘Eis old father retarned and asked him, "How did the cows bel ve today ?* 

and the son said, "There was no treuble today,” for he did not want 
his father to know that he had beaten one of thé dows, 
of weeping, so he got out of bed and went to the bam, Seeing a cow 
Weeping bitterly, he asked her, "Why are you erying?* 

And the cow snewered, "Today your Little son beat ie and he beat 
me 80 hard that even now I am suffering from pain," 

jeaphapanpadlnpeiginin ys. yscoetogbey 
next morning when the boy was to take the cows to pasture again, he 
said to hin, "You have hurt one of the cows, Tam 70% now not te 
do it again," 

The Little son ws enraged becanse the cow had told his father of 
sow he had beaten the day before and be said to it, "iy did you tell 
ay father that I beat you? Now I shall beat you again and in such 
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hion that you will never tell on se again," and, vicking up a large 
Stick, the little boy beat the cow with heavy blows, 

thet night, after the cows had been put in the Gorn, the old father 
wus again wakened by the weeping of a cow, Ehen he wont inte the bara 
Oo $k log ta SE See w AA AEA le 

facie gacaperanalliee i: Ae iy pain 
is ssch that I cannot stand it any longer," 

The little fara boy was wild with rage and he made up his aind to 
make the cow suffer even more, When al) the cows were in the pastare 
that afternoon, the little boy approached the cow and said, "You have 
disobeyed me. You have again told uy father that I beat yous Sow I 
Shall hurt you eo thet you will no longer be able to Speak." 

and saying this, the boy took out a shar> blade, and with it he 
cut away some hair from the threat of the cow, 

That evening when the old father said to the cow, "4nd did my son 
beat you today?" the cow emld not answer, 

‘nd becsuse of what the little farm boy did, qowe have lost their 
power of sveech and, from that day until now, are able to make only 


ue 


1 a edt x jesherbceron 
‘sai 62 tel od organ i KER x at 
‘ol 2 eae ca i He wt at 


nen are 207 eiehybert pwr fo. is congebor po 


ope J 


‘ete aha of fea ous ‘one Line hata he 


r a en li P A on 
La - : ee " ' v nak 


ae 
r cy 


ee ee ee “ei AenRe: ree oon 


i‘ 2 oe se tae Be en at my st f AG a ae : 
Ue ee ee BE bint ¢ ni Rn Lia ae : 
; ay * Tin fee? aa itz! ; 1 NS pases attire * A} gh Y 
at a7 7 : ; ; cele 4 * 
‘ . , ’ ~ : ate Ay r) 
2h eee ee a ete yg Seat y ae 1 
: « ‘ as ta 
f 4 
: | ae 
: oer ie 
ey F 7 
i bunt i” a 


WHY DOGS AND CATS DO NOT LIKE EACH OTHER 


There was once a kindly old man who lived in a secluded heuse with 
a ¢at and a dog as his pets, The old man had no relatives. He did 
not seem to have any business nor did he work for a living. Sut he 
never suffered from want, Indeed, as a matter of fact, he lived in 
state. His neighbors were curious about this strange situation, but 
they were unable to fathom its cause, 

Then one day someone discovered that the cause of all the mysterious 
wealth of the ald man was a small magic article which would bring any- 
thing at the comand of the omer. The young man who discovered it 
waited until nightfall and stole the magic article from the dld man, 
He went to a faraway country, taking it with him, “hen the old man 
discovered that he had lost his magic treasure, he was beside himself, 
The cat and the deg, who used to get so many things to eat, they too 
suffered. 

One day the old master ealled the cat and the deg to him and told 
then that it was now time for them to repay his kind treatment and 
that they, if they wanted to eat again, were to go in seareh of the 
lost treasure. The two animals went away and finally retrieved it. 

On their way home they came to a wide river, Since the dog could 
swim and the cat could not, they decided that the dog should carry 
the cat on his back and swim the river, while she carried the treasure 
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in her mouth, This being agreed upon, they started aerose the river. 
The current was very swift and the cat had to hold on tightly. She 
sank ber claws deep into the dog's skin, causing the poor dog great 
pain. hen they were in midstream, someone on the shore frightened the 
eat. who tightened her hold, clawing more deeply into the dog's back. 
The pain was so unbearable that the deg stepped swimming and ducked 
under the water for a moment. ‘The cat, forgetting that she was carry 
ing the treasure, started to cry. And so the magic treasure dropped 
into the river and disappeared in the swiftly churning waters. 

When they got home they were severely reprimanded by their master. 
ach, however, accused the other of being to blame for the mishap. 
They have never got along together well since. 
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Wat CERTAIN FISH HAVE S480 Ts THEIR EYES 


dit dt aaa es Sk; owe eer ee ae Set ee 

Once there was an old fisherman who worked very hard for his living. 
Gne day ho cane back from a fishing trip very sade He had had bad 
duck and cought nothing. On his way home he met a fairy who took pity 
on hia, She gave his teo grains of sand and told his to eontdrue on 
fish. These fish mltiplied very rapidly and thus the old man was 
saved from starvation, And this is why thie particular kind of fish 
always has sand in ite eyes. 
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imown to attack tigers, to kil human beings and to do all sorts of 
Kow, after a while, the gods became worried by the destructive habits 
nad then into timid animals so that the world wuld 
That is why all mice end rats are so timid today. 
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WHY THE VILLAGE GODS ARE NEVER HOUSED 


In the early days when the farmers had no oxen to till their soil, 
farming was a very diffienlt task for the villagers. ‘Ther had to 
till and dig the soil with their hands and nails and consequently 
focdstuffs were scanty. Yinally, one day, the villagers elected one 
of their aldermen to ask the gods in heaven te send down some oxen 
to till the soil so that their task might be lightened. 

The gods, however, feared that the villagers would kilt the oxen 
and eat them because of their need for food, They, therefore, refused 
to send them dowm, The alderman assured the gods that the oxen would 
not be killed and swore that if any of the villagers killed one of 
these useful animals, the alderman should be punished by heaven and 
that the shrines erected for worshipping him after his death should be 
reofless. | 

The gods accordingly sent down the oxen, However, one ef the vil- 
lagers, out of sheer hunger, forgot completely the pledge made by 
the alderman and killed an ox. The gods were very engrys Bhen the 
alderman died, they ordered that his shrines have no roofs. 

If then, today, one sees, at the corner of a strect or on a hili- 
side, images of gods without any kind of housing, one knows that there 
is « shrine of the villege alderman who is doing penance for his breach 
of promise to the gods. 
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* CAUE TO MAN THAT ONE IS JEALOUS 


There once Mived a Chinese emeror who was very much worried be~- 
Q@uze the queen failed to bear hin a som te succeed to bis throne 


comndt suelde Af the emoror took another wife 


saying that 14 wes poison and that if she werted to 
The qucen drank the contents of the 


op seas ‘once ivan oe ume, em eee 


vignet 


Pee 

3 

Sete , 
ater ; 


s 


; em | ae 
be ee ea 


2 
f 


aie ee “tae : 
eee a 


pe ee eu 
Awe a 


WHY HRITE MICE MEAN coop LocK 


ahite alice are very rere in certein parte of China, Zhen one 
ene, 1% brings good Iuck, And the reason for 
‘the follewing samer. 
There wae once a kind and very poor old women, 
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ee : It was in the village road that the two brothers came 
4 ; ; a 4 : 

. :, UV ag & the snake, and the bigger brother picked it up and put 
NG : it on the drawer of his desk. Now in those little villsges 


eho te ht dren brought their own desks to school, and in the after- 
=) noon they would bring back home with them. And when the big 
Mr brother saw the snake he immediately took it and put it in the 
5 desk's drawer. 

| This brother told the small brother not to tell the mother 
about it, for if the mother knew about it she would not like,it, 
and she wold not let the boy keep the snake. Every single day 
the big brother would steal some rice and whatever he could get, 
and he would secretiy feed this snake of his, and the snake 
began to thrive and grow in the Small surroundings of the drawer, 
and soon it was quite a large snake. Many weeks had passed by 
like this, and still the mother did not know about the snake at 
all, and the small brother had kept his promise and did not tell 
her. Soon the drawer would not hold the growing snake any more 
and the pig brother took the snake out of his small surroungings 
and took it down to a pond. and said to the snake, "I have taken 
care of you for so long, and even though right now I em letting 
you go away, I shall come here everyday and fecd you, and I 
will not forget you at all." And saying this he let the snake 
into the pond, and the boy went home. 

The days and months passed by very quickly, and not for 
one single day did the boy forget about going down to the edge 
of the pond and feed this snake of his. And the snake grew to 
“f very large and strong then. 


And even at this time the mother still did not know about 
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the snake and how carefully and faithfully the son was taking 
care of it. 
Then it heppened that one day the smaller brother was 
down at the pond, and he waded his fect into the water, and he 
splashed the water to and fro. This attracted the attention 
of the snake, and he came forth then. And the tail of this 
snake was so powerful and strong that it completely threw the 
boy off balance, and so the boy was drowned. 
Then the mother found out how the son was killed, and the 
big brother then confessed that he had been taking care of the snake 
sincd that day that he first found him, and the mother became mad. 
"You have cared for a snake that had just killed your brother." 
And the mother then took a large Kitebes ana. gent down to the - 
edge of the pond, and with it she chopped off the tail end of 
the snake. 
The years passed by quickly, and then old age descended 
upon this 014 mother, and she died. At the day of the funeral 
the snake changed into a human being Hg erendsearne funezal, 
and there was no one there who knew that he was a snake. After 
the funeral, the snake was a snake again, and he stayed at the 
pond there for many many years, and meantime thebrother who took 
care of the snake became an old man. The rare meatal in the 
pond for many years, and soon the proper amount of years passed 
by, and it was time that he was elegible to go to heaven. 
“Gihile halt way ap, he was mot admitted in the realm of 
heaven begause me had no tail. And arguments began to take place 
up in the heavens and trouble developed. 


And when tides and fhoods came, the people say that it is 


a the snake trying again to get into heavene 


O75 


mi 2:3) he A 


eyeut 
* eh, Tar 
pam! b = 


Tt was on a village read that the two brothers ease across the 
‘Little snake. the older brother picked it up and pat it in the drawer 
of bis desk. Re carried it to school with him every day. “Do not 
_ tell cur mother about my snake because if whe knows, she wil] not let 
me keep it,” the older brother said to the small one, 

Every day the older brother stole rice and whatever else he could 
lay bis bands on to feed his hidden snake, Hany weeks passed, 
| ‘Younger brother kept his promise and the mother did not kmow about 
the snake, The snake grew larger and larger until the desk covld no 
donger bold it. So the older brother took the snake to the pond and 
_ ‘putting it into the water, said, "I have eared fer you now for so 
long 2 time thet I shall never forget or neglect you. very day I 
shall come here to feed you," The days and months passed, but not for 
(ake sone tething focth 40 vee whet amass 1, The boy was thrown off 
hie balance by the strong and powerful tail of the snake end he was 
drowmed. 
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Zhen the mother learned how her swall son had been killed, the 

. Cider brother confemsed that he bad fed and eared for the make for 
him, "Se you have been feeding the snake thet has killed your brothers" 
Then she seined «a large kitehen inife, ran to the pond and cheeped off 
the make's teil. 

Again the years passed, Old ase descended on the mother and one 
day she died. On the day of the funeral the snake terned inte a hu 
man oeing and no one would heave recomeiged him at a enake, After the 
funeral, however, he became a enske nds inal in the pond 
until his caretaker, the older @rother, hed become an old man. 

Years passed until encagh of them had clapsed for the snake to be 
@ligibis to ge to heaven, Se started for heaven, tut halfway there, 
he was stosved and told he could not enter thet realm beeazss he had 
7 argument tock clece ami, a8 & gonsequence 

Since that time, when floods come and tidal waves, the people say 
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The Magic Picture {~ Jon Lee ser. 
oS Fa me 

LVI 

se ee 
In the olden times long ago therellived a painter, and 
this painter was a very peculiar one, for he painted his pictures 
with paint that had been mixdd with the saliva of old man. 
One day he painted a horse, a white horse, very lithe and 

Cc 

attrative. When he died he said to his. son, This picture that 
1 have painted is a very precious,treasure. You should always 
keep it, for it is worth a great deal. 


But the son never did pay sny attention to what the father 


) Ay 28 said to him. 


Not long after the death of the father, there was a rumor 
around the neighboring villages that there was a beautiful and 
magnificient white horse roaming around the country side. And 
many attempts had been made to catch it, but it always eluded the 
plans of the capturer@s. 

However there ep a certain man, and he had seen the white 
horse galloping by many times, and he was awed at the besuty of 
this lithe animal. 

He made up his mind that he was going to catch, regardliass 

: rete A 
of how he did it. So one day he weteted outside his gate, and 
tated soon the thausand leagues horse went by. This men chased 


trem until he saw the horse disappearing into the house far away. 


The man went quicky to the house, but was unable to locate the 


horse. He was mirprised ‘et he really saw the horse going into 


the house. 
& He went home that night, pondering at this strange happening. 
It happened that when the father died, he tola the son to 


afr mee fn ee and ag to the picture, and this the boy did, and 
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One day the man who wished to capture the horse was sur- 
prised to ses the horse running by, with its tail partly burnt. 
| Ee horse all right, but its tail was damaged by 
some sort of fire. 

This man then followed this horse, and as happened before, 
he saw the homse entered into the same house that it disappeared 
into the former time. 


The man then went into the house, and as again, he did 


F not see the horse anywhere. Suddenly in a remmte corner he saw 
oe the magic picture, and he saw too that the the- punk had slightly 
os burnt the tail of the horse in the pkcture. Then the man realized 
ey that the picture was one of great value, for the spirit of the 


horse could venture out into the outside, and then returned back 
to the picture, and this man wished very muchwio buy the picture. 
At that moment, the son came in, and he saw the man, and 
he demanded of hin, Ana what is it that you wish? 
I wish to buy the picture, the man answered. 
The son was surprised, for even though the father had told 
him that the presume picture was worth a great deak, the son did 
not see any worth in it. 
And he said to the man then, How much are you willing to 
offer? 
Any amount you wish? the man responded. 
And then the son demanded the amount he saw fit, and the 
, man bought the picture. Even then the son did not know that he 
+ had sold a picture which had a spirit, and’ was able to go out 
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THE MAGIC PICTURE 


any years ago there lived a painter who was different from all 
other painters, for he painted his pictures with paint mixed with 
the saliva of old men. One day he painted the picture of a horse, a 
beautiful waite horse. Before he died he called his son to him and 
said, “This picture I am leaving you is a very precious thing. I 
painted it myself. Keep it with you always, for it is very valuable 
indeed." 

Although the son did not believe that the picture had great value, 
he was, nevertheless, very regular in his duties to it. Every day 
he burned incense and punk before the picture of tho white horse, just 
as his father had told hin te do. 

Now, not ong after the death of the painter, stories began to cir- 
culate in the villages about a magnificent, thousand~league, white 
horse which was roaming the countryside and eluded all those who tried 
te catch it. A certain man on the watch for it day after day, finally 
saw the beamtiful creature. Although filled with awe by its wonderful 
appearance, he determined, nevertheless, to possess it, no matter . 
what the price he would have to pay. One day he followed the horse 
until he saw it enter a house far away. Ne ran after it quickly, but 
although he entered the beuse into which the horse had diseppeared, he 
could find no trace of it. So he went hone, pondering greatly upon 
this strange happening. 
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Another day, however, he saw the horse ran by again and was surprised 
to notice that its tail was burnt. Following, he saw the horse echer 
the same house it had entered before. As on the former occasion, so 
now too, the man entered, but did not see the horse, Suddenly, in 
the far corner of the room, he saw the magic picture, looking closely, 
he noticed that the burning punk had singed the tail ef the wonderful 
herse, ‘Then he realized that the picture was of very creat value, for, 
apparently, the spirit of the horse had the power of separating itself 
from the picture and venturing outside, returning to the picture after- 
WArdS. ; 

At that moment the painter's son entered and, surprised, asked, 
"What is it that you want?" 

*I wish to buy the picture,” the man replied. "How much do you 
want for it?" 

The son was amazed at the offer and, forgetting his father's words, 
nated a price which the man paid and so, forever, lost possession of 
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Once upen a time there lived e King who had & 20n wo cocld got 
Se a es sae ew Hones pes eae any 
he cane to 5 the king ant said, "Father, I wish to — a thousand 
league horse ami I would like to have it wery scon,* 

"ind why do you wish a thowsend-league horse? asked the kings 
"You «ust imow that thoy are very rare and hard to acquire." 

eqwige I have hoard that a thousand-Leacue horse can 
perform miracslous feate, that it is able to travel long dietanees 
= eae i want one,” reclied the son, 


Was gwsiting execution. srk Siig bale lr Un Waa tn tak ‘ae 
within six months he evald find a thousan 


wancared myone knew whore be coulc find a theusand-league 
horse. “Amys te received the ame ener, te donot ino anything 


lage auton udu, “ 
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4g the morths soed by and no trace of a thousend«1 
a man tho omed such a horse, Away burried the wicked one to find its 
hia, Or had Te 48 SOE the Ktngtw pon! OF Stile ny RATS de forfett..* 

*I aa very sorry," replied the man, “I did om a thousand-leagae 
berse, bat he hae died ami today we are going to bury hic,* He then 
led the wicked one to where a horse, wiite as snow, lay dead, 

xa ftheless, like to have thie horse to take bask to 


the dead heres and returned with it te the icing. — the tine’: 
aon eaid, "I want = live thousand-league horse, not a dead cial The 
of the six months in «hich he wes te find a live thousand: 


On the quick feet of ramor the story of the eix hundred pies of 
silver that had been paid for the head of a dead thousand-league horse 
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{He PRECTOUS TOKEN 


ee 
seit mn Ai destin einfach Naas enh 
near, So she called her husband to ber emi eaid, "I feel that I aa go 
ee ee oe leery after I am dead 
not have their mother's care and you must watch ever thes, Ef you 
should went to marry again, be sure that you get a good and kind wife 
"TI promise you, dear wife, that I shall never marry again and I shell 
see to it thet our children are eared for," The woman was happy when 
She heard theee words and a fesling of peace settled uson her. 

dust bafore her death she seid, "Send the children to se." hen 
they came she sold to thes, “Uy children, it is heaven's will that i 
die. After I an gone be good to your fether and to each other. See 
that you do nothing that would make your mother grieve if she were 
living. Ami now, sy dear children, I wish to leave you someting, 
Take these precious tokens, tokens that are very dear te we. Here is 
one for each of you. Keop them aluays by yous for with thea in your 
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econ after his first wife's death. ‘The new wife wag cruel and self- 
about the evil «are of his wife, The unheppy enildran wept for their 
as the years passed the cirl grew inte a levaly young woman end 
qaainted with # youns maz living im the neighborhood. 
They became very fond of each other. Gne day, in the early spring, 
they wont to a park as they frequently had done before. pring and 
love acted like magic on their hearte and winds and each turned poet. 
They wrote their verses on pieces of paper and pasted them on tae 


ee and she saw too, whet 
band she said, “That girl of yours is no good, Today she had a renders 
vous with @ young ned. 


She anssered quietly, “I heave been in the park with a young man." ‘The | 
father welted to hear no more buty taking a stick, beat hor severely. 
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threw herself into the river that flowed neariy. ‘ old mun passing 
by at the time, saw the girl, pulled her from the water and took her 
to ter om tiny bot. ‘Thore she cared for her tenderly and the poor 
hoover will cunish such a soman for her cruelty. Stey here with se 


nan whe a wise and kind person ami she taught the willing and grate- 
fel girl mars useful things and, likewise, mich of the wisdom of the 
the boy wae a lany, idle gambler. ‘The father believed her and beat 
the boy severcly. 8st even then she was not estisfied. So, one Gay, 
when the father wes avar from howe, she determined to barn the boy te 
death. er plens were made and she was about to throw him inte a fire 
that she had tulit, when a strong gust of Wind sud@mly came up and . 
of an old robber apnened that this old robber chief, 
tke a1 robber ehdete, mas wry euperetitiue ani be ft tat « 
purpose tenth emmy: it 
to be his duty to help the boy and watch over him. Se he sent him to 


seheol until he attained high honere and then, one day, he saic to hie, 
ay think {t is now tine for you to go back to your ow people. fxd to 


cians to escort you.* 
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| happened too, that at this exact time, the cid mm wee serine 
‘the game thing to the girl and the girl also wee on her way home, pre~ 
- eeced by a procession of musicians. At a fork Im the road her pro~ 


they made eowld be heard far over the land. 

__ Ot 
cen canine homey onare and eccrta sie quer alta fears 
Ldren knew then that what had presarved thea through ll the 
yoars, om the precious tokens their mother had given to them befcre 
She died, fo these they owed thelr lives ani they were very haopy 
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HREE BROTHERS WHO CAE FROM HEAVEN 


from all the people arcend then, The eldest. brother had huge ears, 
So large that they made his body lock like that of a dwarf; the second 
‘brother had very large eyes and a very large mouth; and the third, 

hough he bad a normal bedy, had a jet black fa¢e. when their mother 
first beheld thon she was utterly dismayed, but as they crew up she 
noticed that in spite of their sheniaiaes Yanaimeelinaie: the boys were keen 
and intelligent and more advanced than others of their age. 

Ret only the appearance but the eating habits of the brothers were 
strange. The first one ate only rice, nothing els; the second ate 
very little rice; end the black-faced one ate no rice at all. In 
addition, no matter how mich food they ate, it was never enough. 

And a0, for these reasons, the mother felt, deep in her heart, that 


4s they grew older the brothers’ appearance and intelligence natu- 
rally aroused people's suspicion and, as a reealt, they could find no 
work to do, even though they tried hard. ‘Their father, a tax-collector, 
had, in consequence, a very diffiewlt task in providing food for then. 

One night the father who had been on a journey to collect taxes, 
failed to return, “arly the next morning the black-faced one set off 
to find him. After hours of search be found him murdered by the road 
side. The boy was grieved and borrified and blamed hinself for what 
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had happened. So in his grief he tied a vine about his neck and 
jemmed from the limb of a tro3. 

hinlta Cadbhelia bellte wih Hotstuing to Me moentatn bows ot thet 
time and he noticed, far away, a strange light shining among the tress 
beside the road. He hestened to see what it was, 4s he drew near he 
saw the light was shining about the head of a black-faced boy who 
hung from the lish of @ tree. Be knew at ones that this one had been 
sent on some mission and that he was not to die, for he possessed gifts 
above those given to ordinary mortals. So, quickly, he cut the boy 
down and worked over him until the boy opened 
have saved ny life, Sat it would have been better had I died." 

*Yhy do you say so?* asked the old man kindly. 

The black-feced one told him his stery. 

Then the old wan seid quietly, “The robbers have killed your father, 
Gome to my house and live with me. Be my sen and I shall be your fa~- 
ther.* 

fhe bey consented and the old wan led the way inte the high mountains 
by a secret pass, then they arrived at his house high up in the mountain 
mendows, the old man said, “Perhaps yOu 
eertain piece of work. You are supernes 


wt it, mat you have 


never sention to anyone, Stay here. ¥ shall train you te be a fighter 
so thet you will be ready for what you have to do when the time comes.“ 
®I will de as you say," replied the Dey. 
Soon after this the old man brought sowe heavy leaden shoes and 
told the boy te put them on and not to teke thon off until he was told. 
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they were so very heavy that at first he could hardly wilk, bet after 
‘gubile he could move about repidly. 

spray banyan agate The boy was busy 
‘helping bis frontiers ding the cattle end doing as he was told. 
— as he looked out over the land below and sur the rebbers 

carned to go out amd avenge the death of bis father, 
come, ‘You shell have your chance at the prover tine.* 

One day, tomard evening, as he sat on his favorite rock looking over 
the land epread beneath Him, he sav 3 shining silver light flesh across 
pose moving object, he dismissed it fron his mind. The next day be 
again saw the light. fe felt that he cowld not rest until be found 

every day at duck. 

TT perty wart woexing be packed som Disenite in Ma eack and, without 
telling hie fathar what be was bout, set ont to find the meaning of 
the silver flash. Before long be cave to & narrows swaying bamboo 


Part way eerocs he wet an old man with a cane who apparently 


far thet the old man would fall. He did almost fall, out the bay’, 
| Using the power that was his, pulled him safely ecrost, When he | 

%o the bey journayed on ¢111 he came to the place where he had 
Sean the silver Mash, It was now near sunest so he began to eat his 
bisesit. As he ate, he walked about and noticed hoof prints, hoof 
prints so far apart that only an animal of great elee could have nade 
them, Ali about he saw beautifal pogny blossoms end he picked than 
amc gae¢lled their heavy odor, Soon ke wes asleep. Shen he awoke it 
wae qeite derk emi there were fresh tracks, ao he knew that he had 


ahed home his fostemfather asked where be had been. 
The boy told bin his story, ‘he old man amtiously 
had told anyone thet he was 2 aapvernebura’ 
day. 

So the next morning the boy started out again, “hen he came te the 
bwidge thore was the see old man that he had seen before, who said, 
*i aa hengry. whet hove you that you ean seare for me?” fhe bay 
opened hie sack en’ gave the old man a Dimwmit. ‘the old man ate it 


asus, “I cammot give it to you. I 
an hongry.* Sut the cid san insisted, so the boy gave hin the last 
biseait anc turned te continue his journey. The old man cut a small 
pill inte the biserit, then called out, *I de not went thie biscuit, 
i am not. in need of it." 
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where he had slept the day before. There he clisbed a tree anc ate 
<eoeadcene ere umumaaamiamarmantiersi. «imation Suddenly 
he spied a silver light. Soon he recognized j 
horses flying through the air. As tbe horse came heal's the boy jJuampec. 
froa the tree and seized the silver mane. So swift was the horse’ 
of silver baire. These halre he carried te hic foster~father who 
sold thes next day for a large sux ef mone 

When the boy had told hie story to his fouter-father, the old man 
said, *You mst capture that horse, So matter how aigfielt it is to 
do, you met captare it." 
ing food, As before, the old man ate al] tut one biseult and in this 
A ORO NERRIHTAE: then the boy hed crossed 
did man had vanished. Only a rock remained where be had been : standing. 
‘he boy moved the reek and was startled by it resemblance te t 
man. He woved it again, but it was just a rock, He wondered | 
bowt ite reseublance to the cld man as he walked slowly on 

Soon he came to the spot where he had waited the day before, bat 


seasded to a secret place where he was certain the hore — 


maet pass if, as he thought likely, it avoided the tree in which the 


> 


sO Seon the horse flashed by and the boy dropped the rope 
<i hn She i tates me Sl OY to a 8. 
that the rock was sacred, that the old man was reslly en earth god, 
gentle silver horss, Sut be gaid only, “Yow ie the time for you to 
learn to fight with a sword.” 

So for many day the boy practiced with = long silver and gold eword 
axe off the leaden boots, So quick ami lig:t on his feet was he that 
he became an expert ssord fighter. After many days the old man sald, 
"Go now and avenge the death of your father, How ig the tins.* 


as @ Degger. Then both were ready to leave the high mountain val 

4s he walked into PASAT AOE LNG genta pathored 
himself at the man with great. fury. ‘Their swords rang again and again 
amd the fury of the battle was termed to jor. 
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“there if our older brother? the boy asked, 

“Ido not know," the second brother said, “Ge Were separated wher | 
the robbers killed our father and mother and looted the land,” 

Then the brothers exchanged the storics ef their adventures. When 
the black-faced one concluded, he said, “And now i am going to avenge 
my father's death,® 

“I will go with you," said the other, "I have here a magic bar 
which is sharper then any sword,® 

Now, in the district where they had met, there lived a wieked king 
who, hearing tales of the power the pair of supernatural brothers 
Wielded with their Mayle bar and silver horse, feared they might over 
throw him and take his kingdom. Se he he hired a band of robbers to 
Search then out and kill then, 

* ‘Gne'day as the teo brothers were sitting by the river bank, a band 
of robbers rushed to attack then, The brothers fought with all their 
strength and were almost victorious, when the chief of the robber band 
Miried Maself into the fight, throwing his magic handlocks into the 
air. They locked themselves on the han: 6 Of the black-faced bay, bat 
the thousard-learcue horse tore him away to Safety. As the robber chief 
PAR ES oe 
‘he spear of  fancus fighter who had arrived on the bene unnotiend, 
while the battle raged. The robbers ran inte the hills. then it was 
that the two recognized each other, 

“there is cur brother?" asked the fighter with iige ears. 

"I do not know, Ke was fighting beside me before you cane, Sone 
thing has happened, Let us go ami find hin,® replied the brother with 
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They wont inte the hills and there found the thousand-league horse 
We must get it frou the robber 


*Lot us gO 
first, however, to the grave of our father." 
Now the robber chief was on his way to report his failure to the 
the road he set a mim whe told him that unless he obtained 
forgiveness at the grave of their father, he would be killed by the 
three brothers, If a sign appeared om the grave he would know that he 
had been forgiven, but if no sign appeared he would know 


As he waited there for a sign the three brothers arrived and, with 


one sweep of kis mighty spear, the eldest brother killed the robber 
and this avenged their father’s death, 
The black-faced one was then freed from the magic handlock 
the land. They were suspicious when the king sent for then to come 
just to hear what be wanted. 
here is a piece ef work that only you three can ancomplish,* be 
with the head of a sneke and the body of a mane This monster is caus- 
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sred to try and made bis way up into the 

ea behind some bushes he saw a huge monster, 
gold and brown, with the head of = dragon and « giant's bodys rush 
upon a herd of cows blowing fire from his nostrile and mouth, seize 
@ cow emi swallow it in one mouthfal. the large~eared brother grasped 
his spears ‘the brother had te run for his lifes He reported to the 

The second brother, the large-ayed one, now went out to try his 
ducks He watehed the monster eat 2 cow end then rushed with his magic 
bar to attack the dragon. Breathing forth fire which uclted the sagic 
swaying basbeo bridge. The terrific beat of the dragon's breath over~ 
game the fleeing boy, but the old man of the rocks, the earth god sho 
had helped the black-faced boy, pulled the big-eyed one to safety. 

flow it was the turn of the black-faced one te try his lucks Ae he 
journeyed up the mountains which he knew so well, he decided to go first 
to ane hie doater-fethers He found the old man near death, bet stild 
“able to tall. 

“The gods made a wistake in creating this monster,* the old man told 
him, “and that is why they crested you three brothers te destroy it. 
You are the greatest of them and you are to exterminat 


mountain. As he pee pes 


for a special purpose, I cannot die until I know 
work.” 


®I shell do the best I ean,” replied the black-faced boy. 


snd what I meant when I told you, long ago, that you were created 
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Then he teck two cows from the herd, tied them to a tres and hid 
in the bushes to wait for the dracon, ‘hen the dragon came, the boy 
rushed out with Ris long silver sword. Again, as in the case of the 
two other brothers, the heat cf the ncneter*s breath melted the sword 
bridge, he saw the rock sacred to the earth ged an bered a tiny 


tee att aes cn 
_ ‘The bey made hie way to the top of the hill and told his foster- 
father that he had killed the monster, and of the pleased and scerct 
smile on the face of the rock of the earth gods "You are a good son 
and have done what you were meant to do, Row I can die in sence,” 
‘Oe eee of the sonst" anh nae brah to the ngs to 
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In the region of hell where Yin Low Jong, the lord of the land 
of the dead, rules, e great and tumtucus revolt had broken out and 
raged with unabated fury. In the confusion, uany of the strange ghosts 
amd weird beings who inhabited hell, managed to eseape from the fires 
of the damed and mde their way to earthy the home of human 
There they becane reinearn beings. Sut though they had 
tow after the fury of the revolt had subsided, Yia Low Wong dis~ 
called together the few beings who still remained in hell and said 
te one ¢f then, "Song Won, I em comelasioning you to recapture 
beings. You mst go up inte the world and send then all back to me." 
*That I shell ao, uy king,” replied Song Yon. 
*Take this seosd with you. Shemever you show it te any of the people 
mged to me their heads will fall like rain,* 
ated ari was born to a human nother on 
mieness and as he grew up he keot constantly 
in mind the great task for which he had been selected and whieh he was 
te accomplish for his king. As soon as he was old enough he went to 
gehool and, immediately, he 
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held it before them, At once the heads of the teacher and many o: 
the pupils fell to the floor. 


rd of it and said, “Vong Yon, I hear you 


have a magic knife. I should Like te see it." Sefore he could answer, 
i% so SONG 


He had killed many persone and had reclaime 


a wost of Tim Low Song's 
the countryside the order had gone oot 
to searen for the deson with the magic knife whe cut off people's 


heads without touching them, So Song Yon made his way to a dista 
hill where ho found a very poor and ragced old woodeutter who told 
Wong Yon bid on the hill for sany days. very day he stole the 
&t length the old san told hia that hie dimmer me 
who it is who steale your dimer every day? It is I, i did it because 
it is time I went back to my Kings. I ax Yong Mon, the person for whos 
the king's ecldiers are looking. I aa that idiller on whose head they 
have placed a great reward, end I want you to obtain the reward. I 
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ceive the reward. But one thing At 18 Saportant for you We after 

I have ext orf wy heed you mast remembe! 
“Hongues 2 will be very useful to you." | 
egornered tonmie end put it in his voeket. dust then a group of sel~- 
@iers cane wo saying, *#e are looking for Yong Yon, the killer.® 

"ong oni’ exclaimed the old man, “why I have just killed him 

flow one of the soldiers wanted that reward end he thoaght of a plen 
te eek it, so he shouted, “line and food for all of uel Let us rejoice 
a 
man becane very drunk. 
BE i tl at a WiC nd i ni a eee 
his the reward thet hed been acreed upon, ow just after the reward 
had been paid, the old wodeutter cane to the palace saying, “1 have 

vibe rom hac elrenty bon pad 2 one of my sotene wo Na 
vt eigenen cpp deepermapranae 

now that Yong Yon had a three-cornered tenme? Look in 

the head see if you find it there,® oe 

Garious, the kine did as the woodeutter said and found the tongue 
of the soldier, At first the scldier was silent, but then he adnittec 
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then gave the reward to the old man, vho handed to him as proof 
tongue, As for the soldier, he 
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SHES YAN QUAT 


In the diz years of the pasi there once lived e man whose nans 
mas Shee Yan Guai, This Shee Yan Quai was a poor mat, & cook, on 
psene) fe was a very strong man, his strength 
being that of many men, and he could Ge @ great amount of work with- 


ced a big pot ef rlee and welted for the 
orkers to come In to oat. fut none game, BO he began slowly to oat 
the vies end econ the whole pot wee goné. hen the workers finaliy 
Jet me do the work alone? I aa strong and I am sure that I can ao- 
gomlish wore by syyself then 211 of you together,” — 
he workere knew thet this sas true and, im the end, they conserved. 
salish more by himself than the other workers ccsbined. 
Sow thare lived in tis rich household a young girl, the daught« 
ef the master, anil she citied Shee Yan Quai for having to work for 
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hia, bat he was not aware of that. He was, after all, only a laborer 
amd he eswld mot imagine thet a rich girl would even notice him, 
Binter cane to the land ami a white blanket of snow covered the 
ground. Shee Yan Quai went about his work without warm clothing and 
tis worried the young girl to such en extent that she wont to the 
iow 3%, this robe wae a magic one. Tt was a fire-robe and whenever 
more It, heat was engendered se that the person wearing 14 
oatd, "I have watehed you at work from my windew, I sew you were weur- 
thes and I felt sorry for you and have broaght - 
rope tc wear, I an eure it will kee 
Shee Yan Guat “locked at her and saw she was fair, with beantifa 
eyes and Lips end not tec tall, He we soved by her kindness 
gala to ber efter a comes, “It is indeed kind of you to think of ue, 
I shall wear the robe and be wars," | 


ind the young eizl exited, Lowered her ayes, and quickly vetamed 
to the house, 
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said, “The fire-robe must be lost. I cannot find it," 

Sat the master said, “It cannot be lest. I have not teken it frm 
the chest for a long tine. < shell, Jock for it mreclf,* 

Thon the master took the robe with him and called the girl and 
said, “Gay did you ie to me? You have given your love tc this com 
won Laborer, You gave the coat te your lover and yet you told me 

father, however, said, “fou have not been trubhfal." Leaving 
the room, he retwrmed with a rope and a sharp blade, and said te his 
daaghter, “feng yourself, or cat your threat. Die in whatever way 
you wish, bat you uust do away with your life go that you will not be 


Sat the young gird could not kill herself. FPimally the father said 
to her, “Leave, Bever come to this house agains* 
How an old women who worked in the house, overbeard thi: 
ne wont to Shoe Yan Guai and said, “ene mater 0 She, houne bee 
Jobe lie has ordered her to kill herself. You met seve her. If you 
wise to take her away tonight, I will go back amd tell the girl." 
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girl. ‘You mst go away with this man tonight," she insisted, “and 
I will tell your father that you heve throm: yourself in a well.” 
cht the matter over and finally replied, "I suppose 
a go away with this man, iI have done nothing wrong . os 
ding sy Life," 
Sorte PO eee 
lowed up in the darkness of the night. 
and sald, Ge Bss ds ee ee aw seen 
i saw her do it.* 
fond be anose ‘ody 


*After all, it is for the best.* And so the matter 


Shee Yan Guai and the young girl final? 
twit end there they lived, away and apart from the world, it was a 
viserable axi sad life they lived. Food was scarce and there were 
‘awe when Uy eaves starved to det Hany times they were forced 
Descite his poverty, Shee Yan Quai omed a horses It wee Ble most 
iy, and Shee Yan Gusi had a hard tine controlling it. 
med that on thet dey a wicked king wee out riding, 
@ king who «as hated by many persons, Et happened also, that on that 
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good king, he inmediately gave chase, for he wanted to kill him. 
_ ‘Thus the chase went ony the two kings galloping madly on their horses. 
_ ‘The bad king spurred on his horse and begen to gain on the good king. 
‘Unfortanately, the horse of the latter stumbled and fell dom into a 
Sandoit from which it could not extricate itself. The wicked ting 
was about to strike the fatal blow when Ghee Yan Gvai rede up on his 
horse. He saw the fighting and rushed te the reseue of the good king. 
Soon after this Shea Yan qual was seiged with the desire to become a 
soldier, He wished above all else te go out to fight, te enjoy the 
pleasure of battle. Se one day he left his wife in the lonely hills 
ond: shanted aah on the Rife of & ecidier. He Was away for many years. 
Sot long after the departare of Shee Yan Guai hie wife gave birth 
to & Som, 4 son whom she naned Shee Dang Sarn. As the bey grew up he 
became a famous hunter of wild geese. his arrow always flew straicht 
to ite mark, He spent bis tise in the woods, shooting wild geese, and 
80 skillful was he that be would never shoot until the geese had given 
their ery. Only then would he take out an arrow and shoot, end he 
never failed. cs 
t© the hills which he had left so long >efore. On his war he net 
Shee Dang Sammy and he was surprised at the skill he displayed in 
was his son, and when he saw how true and straight wac the aim of the 
boyy he felt a jealous pang in his heart. He aoprosched Shee Dang Sern 
and said, “I see you are very skillful with your bew." 
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Shee Dang Sarn was flattered and replied, ®I shoot at the wild geese 
only when they give forth their ery. Besides, i shoot only at the oer 
mouthed geese." At that moment a wild gocse flew over, ettering ite 
erys Guickly the young archer drew an arrow and it flew etraight to 
its mark, | 
more jealous. fe went on his way. Sat when he was at some distonce, 

. be turned arcend suddenly, took out an arrow and shot his son and left 
hin dyings Then he contimned on hie road. 

Ee went on to his old mountain home and there he found an old wouen 
with white hair, Se addressed nushan 

turned home to you," 
my busband, liy busband is not an old and ragged person like you." 

"Ch," suid Shee Yan Giei, “lock in a mirror, You are no longer 
ecle to find a mirror, so Shec Yan Quel said, ‘Four water into a basin 
and leok inte it and you will see that you are old." ‘This the women 
Cid and she found that she too wae old. And so the two talked about 
- ‘the years that had gone by, and thus the old wou knew that this was 

Suddenly Shee Yan Quai saw a cair of man's slippers under the bed 

mited at his wife, “There is a man living 


red, "You are not 


And the old woman replicd, “Did you not know that after you had gone 
eff seaking your fortune, a son was born te you? fie is out teday soek~ 
ing wild geese, That is how he spends his tise.* 
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Thug, in this way, did the father redlisze that he ied shot his om 
Sow, when Shee Yan cual shot his eon, he ieft the boy dyine where 
he fell anid went on his war, Sut a band of angele descended from 
uxven svi tock the dying boy up into the ay. Thats they warked itn 
back to health and when he was well, he wes sent back to the earth 
On the very day of bis descent to earth, Shee Deng Sarn saw a white 
tiger wandering ie the bills, Mow thin white tiger as the spirit of 
his father, Shee Yan Qmel, As soon as Shee Dane Sern saw the white 
tiger, he took his bow, shot an arrow at the tiger and tus killed it. 
4nd go Shee Dang Sarn killed his father, 
The mest. day the body of Shee Yen Giad 
Shee Dang Sarn, Like his father, became a soldier. fe was a hand- 
some lad, He fought hie battles and won victory after victory. Finaliy 
‘tion of the land guarded by a women. Now this wouan 
wee & tmutein sceen, aivong nd ecatons She was a great fichter and 
there was no way in which Shee Sang Sarn eould make her surrender, 
with him immediately. ind she eaid te herself, *I did not know thet 
tain woman fell desperately in love with Shee Dang Sar. ne day she 
_gaptured the bandsone soldier, “If you will marry ne,* she said, “I 
will let you go free. 
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Shee Dang Sarn Looked at the woman and he knew that he could nover 
love her. Buty in onder to get hie frosdon, he answered, “I will 
So the old wouan freod him and when he was free, Shee Dang Sar 


hould 1 marry @ ecarse ars 
rough women Like you? I ean get many wie are auperior te you both 
in age and in locksi* The old mantainr wouan was taken aback axi 
TTL. ii arn ae eee he yetng many ae wartind 40 qa 214 of tar 
O16 buxbend, Gut when she a crouched her becband and told hin that 
she was going to marry the young man, he anewered, *If you marry that 
young soldier, I will see te it that his whole family is destroyed 
mpletely.* However, she paid no attention to hia, for she mew 
parry hor. Get Pome Ley Fa recaptured bim and made him take a vou 
thet he would marry her. So She Dang Gar took a vow, saying, "I 
promise that if I do not marry you, you can hang me with a rope under 
the open sky." | 
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end killed, A search mas ienediate 
this catastrophe, and it was discovered that Sheo Geng was the ewlprit. 


_ by @ rope over a mountain ravine, Ther she changed herself inte a white 


mouse and gnawed slowly at the rope, 4s it was about to break, she let 
herself down and said to Shee Dang Sarn, "Marry me now, or I shall chew 
this rope into two parte and you «ill be dashed to pieces," 

of her former husband, and her thoughts sank into the unborn baby in 
her womb, the sonths passed end Pang Lay Pa gave birth to a eon and 
palsce in which the king lived» ‘the young prince was thrown to the floor 


So all his fanliy, a1] his cousine and all his distent relatives were 
arrested and their heads were out off, Thus did the proghee; 

Fung Lay Ya's forzer lusband come trac, 

te live with a robber band, Months passed and then one day Shee Gong 
retarned to hie forser hou. Thore be met an old sai and told hin that 
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THS S08 WHO LIKED To GAMBLE 


Utttle house in the village, for they were ccor peonle and the fether 
was dead, The son was a cood son, but he had one fault; he was always 
gambling, Yow it so happened that in the beginning he always won and 
“the mother could do about it. Besides, he brought home the money he 
helped Slothing and the other neceseities 
frequent that in the end he always had a profit. 
tm New Year's Sve he war returning howe late at night shen, as he 
passed o certain bulldinc, he heard strange sours within, “Secause 
He locked at the building and saw a faint light coming through a ersck. 
He could not, however, see mach by peeping through this crack, sc he 
made Rie way to the roof ani peered down through a window, Se saw two 
vine a man, The wan we naked and the wouen were cutting 
bis w sith rvanad slash of the big nines wes they hed in thts 
hear the man on the roof or suspect thet anyone was peering down at them 
the richest sen in the village. 4nd he overheard one of the wonen say 
to the other, ‘ie ere rich now, and «ill not heve to dlave anc work ald 
our lives.® 
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#You are right," thea other woman reclied, “se are rich now," 

"Oh, why didn’t we think of doing this sooner? said the first wouan. 

"Yes, way? 

®I feol sure that no one will ever find out what we have cone.” 

"Let's hope that that is so." 

Here'a to ou, Iuckl* 

"fo oar Juckt* 

Then the son sax the women Lift us a section of the floor, throw 
the giccas of the body inte the hole and replace the section, covering 
up the bole. ‘the floor looked as though it had never been disturbed, 
ae cleverly had tae section been put back, Then the wmen went inte 
| Up on the roof the man guddenly begm to shiver. Wille he had been 
wasewont exit horror, but now as he realised what bad taken place 
tods Guickly he mads his way te the ground and ran bone, with the 
feoling that the two women were following kin, He went straight to 
bed and pulled the covers tightly over his head. te was cold with 
feare | 

he next moming, as it was the Sew Year, the boy got up early. 
for nis mother to celebrate the ew Year. Lack #° “th bin ant from 
7 in the evening he hoard 2 rumor that a certain rich nan was missing and 
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man had probably been murdered. ‘he son reseubered the scone he had 
witnessed the night before and he kmew that be had sean the rich an 
‘the people were tallding about, mrderai. He hastily bade bis fries 
Shen he opened the door he fouxl 4 stranger there. Iie mother said 
to him, “Here ic a stranger whe has just arrived in tow and, since it 
ig late, I have invited hin te stay for the nig 
The son looked at the wan and sew that be bad ¢ kind face, Then he 
ducks and other good foods and wine, 4nd that evening they had a 
feast to celebrate the ex Year. while the mother becasue drunk 
and taled a great deal and the son too, became loquacious, ‘The stranger 
Jowmed that the eon ms a grest gmbler ond that he rarely lest. the 
son drank ware and more wine and soon exvived ab uch a state of incority 
fer he had witnessed and 


ger answered, “and why not?" 
stranzer agked, “ehy Goep nol. your son get marcled?* 
To this the mother ruplied, "Do net mention the werd wa to hin. 
He does not like it.* . : 
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That night the stranger slept with the gun and they fell aslees 
eaten and drunk. In the early worming the son woke to find that the 
genedy that he had been 


geome of the things that had has- 
Grank and poesibiy had talked tec mich. He 
frighteued ani thought to himself, “He must think that I did 

it.” oe Hot once did he go 

Late in the afternoon he heard that the two women had been arrested 
and taken to jail. enily the door was opened and tw men entered. 
aa ee 

“e are to arrest you, thet ie all we know,” 

"Bat i didn't kill him," the aon ehouted frentlealiy, 
4% from the roof.* 

ie tao puenis, however, paid ne attention to what he said end took 
bbs away, lic: wae tulen before the judge, To his surprise he recognized 
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. he and his mother kept. He never retar 


ii ik deal dots Wins ak Ad Samedi out geve me last night," 


the _— tohi bia, “perhaps we would never have succeaded 

gh aa al surprise and awe and since he did net know 
whet to exy, he said nothing. Then the judge gave hin a large sum 
of money, oxi ths son settled dow and bought a little store which 
fiurmed to his gambling saya, sad 
he and bic sother lived haspily ever after. 
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“Where once lived in a little village an old teacher, ana 


this teacher was very poor, so poor that he had but one long 
robe, some underwears, and only one pair of underpants. It 
happened one day that there was a big and important wedding in 
the village, and the teacher was invited to go, but at first the 
teacher declined, stating thet he wes busy and he did not have 
ang figecat all. But the trath of the matter was that only that 
a = morning the teacher had washed his pants, and he did not want 


to go to any party withoit his underpants on. 


\ But this wedding was an important one, and no matter what 
\ j him 
Be ge teacher adia, no one would cece edad home, and in the end, 


NO ee the teacher consented that he will go to the wedding. Well, 

Nn this teacher went to the wedding wearing only his long robe, while 
underneath bcs had nothing on ai all. And all this time the 
teacher was afraid that perhaps something might haopen, and he 
would be in an eipaeraueedepeelttent 

his was a wedding, and all the guests were teasing the 
bride, and they made her do all sorts of comical and funny things. 
A group of young children went into the bride's room, ana came 
out with s golden bracelet, a very beautiful piece of jewelry. 
Bes “When it was discovered that the jewel was gone, a member of the » 
party said, “It is necessary to search everyone in the house. 
Someone has stolen the golden bracelet, and we must find it." 
And saying this, all the guests lined uo in a row in the 
room, waiting to be searched. The teacher did not know whai to 
si ao, and he could not leave, because if he did, they would think 
ee . that he was the guilty one. so the teacher went to the end of 
‘the line, thinking furiously of a way in which he can avoid being 
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Searched. Meanwhile the youngsters who had taken the golden 
jewelry had taken it and hidden it in a very safe place. And 
they were havine a grand time of it all. 

Everyone was searched, the girls, women and men. And the 
old teacher saw that the searchers lifted up the long robes of 
bothithe men and women, and he could see the underwears then. 
What seul. a0 if one of the searchers lifted up his long robe 
and diglosed him as a person without any pantsi The o1d tescher 
wassall troubled, and he was afraid. 

The searchers came down the line, and soon one of them 
got to the old» teacher and the old teacher said, "I refuse to 
be searched. I am a teacher and I do not steal jewelry." ae 

The searcher said, "But we must search everyone. Everyone 
must be searched. Wd cannot make any exceptions." 

And the teacher said, "But I cannot let you search me. 

I cannot!" Everyone was startled hy this peculiar altitute of 
the old teacher and some of the o1d women said, "He is the 
guilty one. He is pulley ortherwise he would not be acting like 
this." | 

There was nothing that the searchers can do, so they let 
the teacher go, and everyone understood that the teacher had 
taken the jewelry otherwise he would not be e£rted if people 
search him. | 

The old teacher quickly went home, and he found that his 
underpaats haa dried, and he quickly put it on, feeling safe 
now. And if people search him now, he does not care. tHe got 
his pants on now. 

The talk went around the town, that the old teacher in the 


village was an dishonest man, and that he had taken s golden 
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bracelet, and that he acted very guilty when the people searched 


Wit. 


the people of the village heard about this, and they said, 
to themselves, “If we have such teachers in the school, we 
should not allow our children to go to that school. They would 
be influenced by his bad character." 

And little by little, tigteeusania began to drop oat, 
and soon the teacher found that his school was empty. There 
was no way in which the old teacher could support himself, and 


he became a beggar. 


Meanwhile the golden bracelet was still missing, and every- 


one believe that the old teacher had taken it. ‘the old teacher 
became 2 Beggar, and he went from one town to another, and soon 


he came to a certain town, and hepaw one of his former pupils 


there, and this pupil said, "And what are you doing as a beggary" 


Now this boy was among the group who had hidden the golden 
bfacelet, and after the wedding he hadnoved to another town, 
and he aia not know hart the fate that had befallened this 
old teacher of his. ve 

And the teacher heard this boy said, &nd he answered, "I 
have become a beggar because no one Sets my school anymore." 

Then the teacher explained to this boy about what had 
iiebpened to him, and in the end the boy said, "But ASS where 
the golden bracelet is." And then he and the teacher went back 
to the old ss and there they found the bracelet where the 
group of youngsters had hidden it. 


Kveryone was sorry for accusing the old teacher, and he 


gave a party to honor him, and since that day the teacher pought 


= iS 
- another pair of underpants, so that if he del toh one, he would 


\ 


ther one to wear. 
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_ THB TEACHER WHO BAD ORLY ONE PAIR OF FawPS 
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Once there lived in a little vi¥iage an old teacher who was 
Veal ap Daas tnAced, that e ta bit he Tong robs ana one 
pair of underpants. 

it so happened that there was to be a big wedding sarty in the 
village ani the teacher was invited, at the time, however, he had 
just washed nis onl» underpants and they were fot yet drv, At 
first he excused hinself on the ground of his duties, but'a holi- 
day wae declared by the school, He would have lost face hed he 
confessed that he had just washed his only pair of undergarments y 
$0 he went to the wedding party petal ps dew yiiegetnateerce 
underneath, | 

At the wodiling thore was the usual teasing and joking, “As part 
of the Joking a groun of children hid a vory valuable bracelet. 
The jess was soon discovered and a member of the wedding party sald 
to the comany, “fhe Srseslet has been atelen. Someone here has it 
and, therefore, everyone must consent te be searched,* The eiilduren 
were in a perfect ecstasy of glee at the Jove. 

So the guests wore lined up, the peor exbarressed teacher going 


te the end of the line, hoping that the bracelet would be found be« 


fore his tarn cane, Be could not leave as that would be considered 
a Gonfession of theft, Since the bracelet was hidden outside the 
house, it was net found on any of the people searched, an? the 
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teacher's turn finally caso. As he watebed everybody's long rove 
lifted and saw their underpants exposed, he became panicky with 
cabartasonent and so he refused to be searched saying, “i ana 
teacher, I do not steal bracelets, i wiil net be searched,” 

“ie can ake no exceptions. We oust search you teo," they said. 

*i cannot let you, I cannot let you," the poor esbarrassed aan 
protested. 

Soue of the old gossips, of course, immediately said that he 
must be the guilty one. The -oor old teacher, shanefaced and ex 
barrassed, eseaned and rushed home and, finding his undergarsents 
bad drled, put them on quickly, 

the gossip then spread that the teacher was — dishonest man and, 
Since nobody wanted a thief teaching His ehildren, the pupils wore 
withdrawn one by one. The old san was finally reduced te begzing. 

4s he wandered from place to pleee he came one day to a strange 
town and there he met a former pupil who inquired the reasons 
for his condition, The old teacher told him all about his unfors 
tanate wet underpants, about the wodding and the less of the brace 
let. The belief that he was a thicf hed ruined his school and, 
Since he sould do nothing else for a Living, he was reduced to his 
present comditichs 

Overwhelsed with shame, the pupil exclaimed, *I know where that 


bracelet is; I holved hide it at the wedding. Come, let us go 


find it." They went to the epet immediately, found the brueclet 
and returned It to the ower, explaining, at the same time, all 
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about the incident, The teacher was then restored te his position 
and pupils once again filled his seheol, 
4Ster that he sew to it that he always had two paire of underpants, 


Once upon a tino there was a man who had three sono=t-law. 
One of then was a robbers ohe was a morehert end ‘the third wes 
@ sehool teacher, flow the tendering, wmetable way of life pu: 
eacd by the robber sormine-law wac a constant 
the fathorinlav, 80 he decided to male one est effert to have 


source of worry to 


wed @ great feast and invited the three men. While 

they were all thore together ho said te the robber, “ere is tao 
tumired dollers, all I have in the world. i wild pat it under 
ay bods How if, in three days, you can get the money without wale 
ang us up or having anybody know shout it, I will give it to you, 
bat only 4¢ you wilt pronize to give up your present way of life 
and choose another." 

After thinking about it, the erie sanenies 

That night, thinking he had a perfect plan for keeping hia teo 
hundred dollars, the father put his faithful dog near bis bed and 
| son-in-law, who was a good figiter, in the same room, 
The teagher he sent to sleep with the robber in the attle, He 
planed with the merchant and the teacher that if either of thea 
heard the dog bark, be was to get up amd beat loudly on the gong 
at the head of the old man's bed, The robber son-in-law, of course, 
heard of the clans 
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sould not devise a plan to get the two hundred dollers, The seo~ 
ond night he thought of one and deeided te try it. 

that night the robber tied a pig's foot to the end of a string 
and let it dom slowly in front of the dog who reached for it. 
Slowly he moved the string along a crack away from the bed, ‘The 
dog followed the noving rigts foot because he wanted 4% very -2ehs 
Thus the first danger was suracunted, Newt, the robber quietiy 
carried the sleeping merchant up te the attic, The gong he ro- 
placed with a pail of water. ‘hen he carefully lifted his fathom 
in-law and got the coveted two hundred dollars, 

Just then the dog, baving finished the pigte foot, came running 


into his master's room barking loudby, the noise woke the merchant 


amd the teacher, Thay rashed te the gong and began to pound on ite 
The heavy blows splashed water all over the Sleeping father-in-law 
omancing the cause of the noise and confusion, The 
and yelling. When they lit the candle they saw the robber sen-in~ 
law eltting quictly in the middle of the reom, grining at everybody, 
“tell, uy father~in<law,* he said to the wst old wan, hyo see 
i got the mony,” | 
The old wan, the merchant ani the teseher knew it was true and 
that there was nothing they could de about it, So they looked at 
each other and knew the robber son-in-law had wade fools of them all, 
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*fhis is a story about the loudest drum in the world,* the 
narrator rewarked, *and although the tale is a short one, it 
shows how far a person will go just’ to win dn axginents 

The story begins at a tine in the distant past. It begins with 
two mon talking to each other. The first. san said, "IT have heard 
a very rouarkable tale about a drum whieh, when beaten, could be 
heard all ever the entire world. The sound of this drum was so 
clear, a distinct, that no region, however remote, failed te hear 
its vibrant notes, Woreover, whenever this drum was beaten, all 
people, ag well as all animals lietened to it with awe and sororisc, 
for ite scund possessed a quality that no other dram possessed, 
The fame of the drum thus spread far and wide, No person or animal 
had the courage to make a sound while the awe-insciring notes ef 
the instrument still lingered in the air,” 

“I cannot believe such a tale av that,* the second man insisted 
when his companion was finished. “It is so fantastic, so utterly 
unbelievable." 
| | “Well,® said the firet san, "if you do not believe it, that is 
Detause you heave not enough intelligence te recognige the truth 
when you hear it.* 

Thie angered the other one so greatly that he eaid, "Yell,, 
suppose I were te tell you a story about the loudest cow in the 

world, would you believe ae? : 
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Yo this the first man retorted, "Tell it to me and I shall give 
you my opinion after I have heard your story." 

So the second man began, “There used to be a cow that bad such 
& powerful voice that, whenever it opened its mouth, the sound of 
its breathing could be heard in every part of the earth," 

Now when the first man heard this, he said, "But how could such 
@ thing be? if, as you have just said, you do not believe ny story 
about the loudest drum in the world, how can you expcct me te believe 
your story about the loudest cow in the world?® 

But the second nan sniled and enewersd, “Listen, before you can 
have a drum you mst havo a skin to male it. Sow that skin wast 
‘Cone from an animal, And that animal must obviously be the loudest 
animal in the world, for, otherwise, how could its skin be the one 
suitable for being made into the loudest drum in the world? Do you 
now see then that before thore could ever be a loud drut, there mot 
_ be & loud anical to supply the skin to make 4t7¢ 

The first man was puszled and in the end, unable to find a pre- 
per answer to the story, sald, “Hell, I suppose you are right." 
And #0 the second van walked away, smiling to himself and proud 
that he had won his argument, 
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THE MAGIC SNAKE-WIFE 


"This is the way the story begins," said the narrator. I listened... 

Once there stood a pagoda on a lonely and secluded hill and in 
the pagoda lived a female snake who had been there for thousands and 
thousands of years. After the proper number of years had passed, it 
was ordained that this snake would come into possession of great mag- 
ical power. She would be able to change herself into any form she 
wished and to match her skill with magicians and wise men. She lived 
in this pagoda in order to await the fateful day when she could again 
venture into the world of men. 

Finally the time arrived and she came to the world of men as 2 
young and beautiful woman. No one knew that she had ever been a snake. 
Soon she became acquainted with an herbalist, a man versed in medicines. 
They fell in love with each other at first sight and were married. 

One day the husband went on a long journey. When he returned he 
found that his wife was not in bed, but that in her place there lay 
a huge snake. The husband was hardly able to believe his own eyes as 
he saw this and as he gazed and gazed upon it aghast, he trembled and 
pecame dizzy. While he watched, he saw the snake change slowly into 
his young and lovely wife. He was too frightened to even stand. 

The wife, calling her magic power to her aid, said, "Why, what has 
frightened you so?" Feebly, he replied, "The snake! I saw it on the 
bed." So again, using her magical power to confuse the mind of her 


husband, the wife pretended that she too had seen the snake. With a 
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bamboo-pole she beat and struck the bed, saying finally, "Well, I 
have got rid of you." Then she cleared her husband's eyes and mind 
and he told her all that he had seen. She evaded his questions and 
explained until she was satisfied that she had allayed his suspicions, 
and things went on as usual. 

But he was soon to be upset again, for one day as he went about 
his work, he met one of the temple priests. Said the priest to him, 
"{ see a phantom chasing and following you. And do you know who this 
phantom is? I will tell you. It is your wife." 

"But that cannot be," replied the herbalist, "for my wife is a 
young and lovely woman." 

"She is not a woman at all. She is a snake. Now, take this pow 
erful glass that I possess and tonight when your wife is asleep, look 
through it and peer into her eyes and you will see for yourself. But 
do not let her see you with the glass because if she does, she will 
kill you at once." Such were the instructions of the priest. 

The husband now called to mind the strange incident which had be- 
fallen him on his return from his long journey and he pondered over 
it greatly. He did not wish to believe the priest. That nicht, how 
ever, he followed the priest's instructions and looked through the 
glass into the eyes of his wife and, indeed, he did see reflected there 
the image of the snake, the very snake that he had seen on the bed. 
Then, truly, he knew that he was married to a female snake who pos- 
sessed the power of changing herself from a snake to a woman and back 
to a snake again. He returned the glass to the priest and informed 


him that what he had told him was right. 
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Naturally his attitude toward his wife changed considerably after 
this, and the wife noticing it, asked what was the trouble. So, gather- 
ing his courage, the herbalist explained to her that he now knew the 
truth--that he was married to a phantom, to a snake and not to a wo- 
MAN e 

"Who told you? How do you know?" the wife asked, 

tA priest of Gum Saru temple told it to me," the husband replied. 
The angry wife thereupon determined to make trouble for the priests 
at the temple and so called on her magic power to cause a great flood 
to arise. It roared and rushed at the temple door. But the priests 
too, were possessed of magic power. They hung a cloak on the door so 
that the waters could not enter the temple. Thus did the battle of 
skill go on. No matter what the wife commanded her magic to do, the 
priests proved that they possessed more power and all her efforts were 
of no avail. 

In the meantime, however, the fusband became very ill. No medi- 
cine he took seemed to cure him, so he went to the priests to ask for 
aid. ‘There is a certain kind of grass that will cure you," one of 
them told him, "but since it can be obtained only in the kingdom of 
heaven it is impossible for you to get it." 

But when the wife heard about the grass she used her magic power 
and went into the kingdom of heaven and obtained the grass and so 
cured her husband. Soon after this the wife gave birth to a son, a 
normal human child who showed no traits whatsoever of a snake. 

Finally, however, the priests determined to call forth their ut- 
most power, and they captured the snake and took her back to the pa- 


goda in the distant hills. They put a mark on the door so that she 
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could not get outside. Then they spoke to the husband and said, "When 
your son is sixteen and has made a name for himself, he is to go to 
the pagoda and release his mother." 

And so the years went by one after the other, some slowly and some 
fast, as they have a way of doing, and at last the boy was sixteen and 
was ready to go to the pagoda in the distant hills to free his mother, 
There he stood in front of it and wept. At last the boy found his 
mother and recognized her as a snake phantom... 

"And do you mean to tell me that this is how the story ends?" I 
asked. 

"Yes, this is how the story ends," the narrator answered. "What 
do you wish? To know whether the mother came out of her pagoda or 
not? This I cannot tell you. All I know is what I have told you. 

It is exactly as it was told to me and that is why I am telling it 


to you in this way." 
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THE MAGIC SNAKE-WIFE 


“This is the way the story begins," said the narrator. I listened... 
Onee there stood a pagoda on a lonely and secluded hill and in 

the pagoda lived a female snake who had been there for thousands and 

8 of years, After the prover muer of years bad passed, it 

Was ordgined that thie snake would come into possession of great mag 


ieal power. She would be able to change hergelf into any fora she 


wished ami to match her skill with magicians and wise men. She lived 
in this pagoda in order to await the fateful day when she could again 
Venture into the world of men, 

Finalty the tine arrived and she cuse to the wrld of mm.an a 
young and beautiful woman, lio one knew that she had ever been a snake. 


Seon she became aequainted with an herbalist, a msn versed in medicines. 


They fell in love with each other at first sight ani were married. 
One day the busband went on a long journey. Shen he returned be 
found that his wife was not in bed, but that in her place there lay 
a hage snake. The busband was hardly able to believe his own eyes as 
he saw this and as he gazed and gazed upon it aghast, he trembled and 
became dizzy. While he watehed, he saw the snake change slowly into 
his young and lovely wife. he was too frightened te even stand, 
The wife, calling her magic power to ber aid, said, "Why, what has 
frightened you so?” Peebly; he replied, “The snake) I saw it on the 
bed.” Se again, using her magical power to confuse the sind of her 
husband, the wife pretended that she too had seen the enake, Sith a 
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banboo=pele she beat and struck the bed, saying finally, “well, I 
have got rid of yoa," Then she cleared her husband's eyes and mind 
and he told her ali that he had seen. She evaded his questions end 
explained until she was satisfied that she had allayed his suspicions, 
are things went on = usual. 

Bat he was soon to be upset again, for one day as he went about 
his work, he met one of the temple priests. Said the priest to him, 
"I sce a phanton chasing and following you, And do you know who this 
phantom is? I will tell you. It is your wife." 

"Gat that camot be,” replied the herbalist, “for my wife is a 


“Sho ie not @ woman at all, She is a snake, “ow, take thie pow 
erful glass that I possess and tonight when your wife is asleep, look 
through it end poer into her eyes and you will see for yourself. Sut 
do not let her see you with the glass because if she does, she will 
kill you at once," Such were the instructions of the priest. 
fallen him on his return from his long journey and he pondered over 
it greatly. He did not wish te believe the priest. That night, how 
ever, he followed the priest's instructions end locked through the 
glass inte the eyes of his wife and, indeed, he did see reflected there 
the image of the snake, the very snake that he bad sean on the bed. 
Then, truly, he imew that he was married to ¢ female snake who pos- 


ance incident which had be- 


te @ snake agaltte He returned the giass to the priest and informed 
him that what be had told hia was right. 
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Naturally bis attitude toward his wife changed considerably after 
this, and the wife noticing it, asked what was ~ trouble. So, gatcer~ 
erbalist axplained to ber that he now knew the 


ing his courage, the 


truth—that be was married tc a phantom, to a snake and not to a wor 
Saha. 


‘Who told you? low de you know?" the wife asked. 

"A priest of Gum Saru temple told it to me," the husband replied. 
The angry wife thereupon determined to make trouble for the priests 

at the temple and 80 eslied on her magie power te emme a great flood 

to arise. it roared and rashed at the temple door, But the priests 
too, were possessed of magic cower. ‘hay bung a cloak on the door 6c 
that the waters could not enter the temle, Thus did the battle of 
exit go ofe Ho natter what, the wife : Mae Bs i her magic to doy the 
priests proved that they possessed sore aeayel and all her efforts wore 


ef no avail. . 

In the seantime, however, the husband eaten very ill, So sedi~ 
@ine he tock seemed te cure him, so he went to the priesta to ask fer 
ide Where is a certain kind of grass that will eure you," one of 
thom told him, *hut since it can be obtained only in the kingdon of 
heaven it is impossible for you te get it.* | 

Sat when the wife heard about the grass she used her ssgic power 
and wont inte the kingdoa of heaven and obtained the grass and se 
cured her Imsband. Soon after this the wife gave birth to a son, 2 
normal human child who showed no traite whatsoever of a snake. 

Pinally, however, the priests determined to call forth their ut~ 
most power, and they captured the enske and took her back to the pa~ 
geda in the distant hille. They pet a mark on the door go that she 
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could not get outside. Then they spoke to the husband and said, "When 
your son is sixteen and has made a name for hinself, he is to go to 
the pagoda and release his mother.® 

find so the years went by one after the other, some slowly and ohn’ 
fast, as they have a way of doing, and at last the boy was sixteen and 
was ready to go to the pagoda in the distant hills to free his mother. 
There he gteod in front of it anc wept. At last the boy found his 
mother and recognized her as a snake phantomees 

"and do you mean to tell me that this is how the story ends?" I 
asked. 

"Yes, this is how the story ends," the narrator answered, "What 
deo you wish? To know whether the mother came out of her pagoda or 
not? This I cannot tell you. All I know is what I have told you. 
Tt is exactly as it was told to me and that is why I am telling it 
to you in this way." 
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nee, long age, there lived two men who were very close friends. 
One of thes had a son who was only two years old, but the father 
sishod to hae hin betrothed, oo that when the boy was grow ups he 
would have a wife ready for him, Tew the father of the boy often 
oi, "If only you hed a daugmter, then my son and your 
thed and when they married, our Dicod would be 


answer, "Alas, 3h Yes, eels a Ma ea ama 
a gitle Boys I have many, but girls, none,.* Them would the tw men 


again, and he hoped with all his heart that, this tine, he wuld be 
the father of a girl. In the late hours of the night the child was 


Bytes: 


to the father of the boy ®it last our hepes are Polfilled, 

thie night blessed with a girl ebild, let us betroth your son and 

my daughter insmediately, and when they Desome of age, they will. becomes 
man and wife. So the two men chuckled to thenselves, and they spent 
the night drinking wine in eclebration of the happy vent that was to 
COM. ' 

they had been betrothed when they vere infants. ‘The boy grew up te 
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be stanly and strong, and the girl to be fair and beautifel. Time they 
lived on, unconscious of the fact that they were betrothed, 
You have become of age now, and the time has arrived for vou to take a 

On hearing whet the father said, the son replied, his face suddenly 
hot and red, “ly father, I too have been thinking of that, and there 
is a certain girl whom I greatly admire. 
ami I will teke her for my wife," 

at the father, startled at his son's reply, made answer quickly, 
“Sat my son, your marriage was already arranged when you were but a 
ehiid, Tt is the custom to do this and you, my Son, sust obey whet 
your elders plan for you.* 

The son, hearing this, felt bis anger rising within him, and he 
replied hotly, "fo such a thing I will not consent. When I take a 
wife, she shall be one of my own choice, 


Let me have your consent, 


f of this girl to whom his father 


want me to wed and I shall rev 
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and when the man hear! this, he meclied qicdy, "I will de any- 
thine you ask me if I am te get money in return. Teli me, ami i wild 
gee to it that it is done.* 
Wish. Only see to it that she never knows that it is I who have sent 
you to hara her." 

The man went about his task carefully, for he was a poor man anc 
did not want to fail in what he hei to de, So, on a certain night, 

Ging a knife, he mode his wy into the room where sho 

was sleeping. Then, holding his imife high, with ali his strength 
he let fall a heavy blow on the head of the sleeping girl. She did 
the house and cane before the son.and seid, “I have done as you told 
Bde I have rid you of the girl." | 
have donc wells Go then and be sileat.*. 


TEear anc sald, "Ton 


i dec ian dle a Aamebli ts voom and found her near 
death, with blood streaming froze a dsep axt on ber bead, He spent 
‘the night at her bedside, nursing the wounded girl. when norming 
damned, the girl, although greatly wealtened, wae alive. Later, vhen 
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mxined a large sear on the forehead of the 


print mig «et a oe 
If you marry as I have planncd it, i am certain thet you will have 
no regrctc.” 

fo this the son sald quietly, "I have heard that the girl you want 
me to marry has an ugly scar on her head, thers have teld me about 
aid not be a good person to heve for 


& Wifss* 7 
"4 sear on her head?“ the father said, astonished. 
heard of it." And when hhe had Learned the truth, ‘he come back end 


liseowered, to her surprise, that by coniving | 
erent way, she was able to bide the ugly sear from sight. 
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that she was the same girl he hed once hired a begcar to murder. Ee 
adore her from 2 distance, he sent a go-between 
& marriage between them. “hen the go-between told the girl that there 
was one who wished te have her for a wife, she wept to herself, “At 
and now the day bas come for me to become a wife," 4nd she prepared 
herself in readiness for tha day, not knowing 1 
going to marry was the boy to whom she was betrothed when she was a 
eniid, 
st act the day came and the girl bocane 2 wife, That evening 
chamber to gee her, he saw that she 
ange, ugly sear on her forehead, And now he realised that he 
was married to the same girl of whom he had ones wished te rid himself. 
and so the two were married, just as their parents had intended — 
them to be. 
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Onee uson a time there was a ¢irl who was wory ugly anid aeiward. 
Always she bemoaned her lot, grieving and fretting shout 
and longing to be beautiful am! graceful like other girls. 


weasel the power of chancing 


magic waters cea hina apd tas laa irate Qian 
The nly ith took the Uiswe maghe drupe and dae she mas tad 
ifal, indesd, that her tanec 
wily after this it hasnened thet the old King fell sick. The 
ided that he would die unless he drank a broth made frum 

the heart of the most beantifal girl in the countey. len wore acoon- 
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Now as the king'ts men cane near the region where the beautiful girl 
lived, she beeame frightened for her life. So she took refuge in the 
temple of the goddess Goon Yim, Suddenly the black-faced woman appeared, 
The beautiful girl ran to her, knelt and begged, “Save my life. Chang 
me back into what I was. The beanty that you gave ae will be ny death 
at the hands of the king's sen," 

"When you cane to me first, you thought you were too ugly to live, 
Te it possible that you now consider yourself too beautiful to live?* 
asked the black-faced woman scornfally. | 

But as she watched the cowmring, terrified girl, her heart soft- 
ened and she said kindly, "Mere are three more drops of magic water. 
Use them as you did the others." | - 

The girl obeyed and became her ugly self again, From that day on 
“he never bewail ed her fate or longed to be beautiful. 


THE FAITHFUL SOM 


Long ago there was a poor fare boy who had very Little respect 
for his ucther. Wo matter how hard the mother tried to please hin, 
the son always found feult with her and scolded her, If the food 
did not please him, he couplained and seolded her and if she carried 
the rice to the fields too late, he beat her with his strong, brow 
harcis. Long tedious hours he spent outdoors in the oven fields, car 
“ing. S0r, be, wien plante, the soon ent tha otter sxiutle, Although — 
ET, A Serer eeie. sony Do Sit yecteen bis wrk wells 

yening the son was feeling sore << ae the 
near for the rice to be brought to him, he waited for it eagerly. 
Te.maiher was getting along in years and sometimes the long distance 
_ ‘between the ficide and the house was almost teo much for her. This ~ 
evening she arrived late and when the son sew her, he said, *I have 
mcveo’ long housy aed cy stones. in eapy, hy Go you take auch & long 
time in coming? Am I to starve every evening?’ 

fn the mother replied, "ify son, I am getting along in years. 1 
an not as active as I used to ba, iy wtack are stort acd unsteak , 
now and so sometines I an late." 

the bey was angered at his long waiting, so he pieked up a stick 
and with it beat hie mother until she wept loudly and rushed across 
the fields toward a farm house. As a rule, beewse 


‘ 


& 
a 


: accepted her treatment in silence, but this time she could stand it 


no longer. 
One evenings as the son was working in the fields, his attention 


_ Was attracted by a euall bird. Up above, ! 

_in her little ones with great care and devotion. He sew her carry- 
ang wriggling worms in her beak and plecing one in the mouth of each 
of the little ones. As the farm boy wat: 
tase into his heart. He thought of hits nother and of how he had 


SIE » suddenly a great pain 


treated her these sany years, the mother who cocked his meals for 


énd he began to weep and exclaimed, “hy mother, war have I treseted 
you in such a mamner?* He leoked u> at the wotherbird again and com 
MY mother has shown for me. this evening when she comes with the rice, 
i shall tell her how sorry I am for what I hawe done, Sexi he wept 
copicusly. | 
te the fields. But this time the son waited for her cagerly, emxious 
Fe ee eer enn ae Teer ee LP w me 
wie Uhen at lest he saw her coming, carrying the bowls 
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traced her steps, rushing into the evening twilight te esexzps to the 
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body of his mother, weeping bitterly, “Mother, I have always been 
@ bad son. I have mistreated you and behsved unjustly. i is tine 
for me to change inte a person ef whe you can be proud." There on 
did he stop. 
Te is nh oe 
did he forget hers He wept until his eyes were dripping blood, until 
they were bruised from incessant grief. 4nd so the years went by and 
be econtinaed weeping until, finaliy, he eried himself to death. 
ane MnereE snNeN: nae Se ee 
@uange bis clothes, but 
ee after 
his death the people in the village took it and built a tele in 
which it was given a place of honor, This temple becane faacus far 
ALLELE LAL LDAP TREE 
f te death; thie one whose robe was given a piaee of honor in 
the sacred temple; this one whe, although too late, finaliy learned 
what the loss of a sother goulc means 
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THE GAUBLER WIT THE MERACULOUS | 


gubler. livery day his wife scolded hin, "AI1 your tine, your money, 

your health, all you are wasting in gambling, It is tine for you to 
@ ange your way of life.* Sut, alae, as is the way of Imsbands, he 
never paid any attention to his wife. 

One day he lost a large aucunt of moneys He rushed home to ask his 
wige to go and borrow from all her friends and relatives. Seising her 
opportunity, she made him promise that he would not gamble agsin. 
hall where he lost it all. Again he sont hore for nore. 

“and what do you want with money now?" his «lfe asked suspiciously. 

“shat do I want with money? Why, I am going to learn a trede, Yes, 
yes, that is it. I'm going to learn a trade,” he Tied to he= gloriously. 
weet. papa quilbsaiaioenass- iad for him to lose in the 
gam-ling hall, 

Mow after it was lost he was afraid te face his wife, so he provled 
shout the strests, trying te think of some Lie that wuld beguile her 
for a while longer, Alslessly he picked up a euall visce of tin that 
quietly in ‘through the back door. Neking no noise, he went dhout the 
house, found that his wife was away and peeped inte the cooking 
to see what was cooking. He dared not eat anything and decided the 
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<e it was better policy not to be found at home just then, eo he left as 
‘@letly a8 he had come, Soon he returned as if he were just arrivinc. 
of the picee of tin and said, “thy i have learned today to become a2 
smelling expert. I can swell anything. If yon de nt baliow St, 
Jest ask me to smell someting, * 
"A gu@iling expert What ie chet? Yell me what I have for dimer 
tonight if you can," said the skeptical life. 
on the stove now,* nonchalantly seid the cambler, 
| “thy, indeod, that is exactly what I have," the amaged wife replied, 
"Ah, that is not all I can do. 1 can smell out lost articles," 
the gasbler said, deciding to make a good story while he was about it. 
> whih Gabel ie tennagnartonan eaaeeelonies a, aero 


oh Oe nirenhiew mae PT nano Lost wey fine an E wast 


asbandsy There ic a farser 
scien iia ia ist ee 


you a big reward." 
the ganbler msbund was overeme, i i hii lia ten daw Bs 


had fooled his wifs to save Mmself, but he knew that he eould not 


init geliiteaad 
wet ol? ties ‘i ote a 


fool other people, Bat puting off the evil hour, he said, °I will 
The eager former ser nothing out of the way in Ching’s behavior, 
ibed the pig in great detell and pald a deposit for its rete 
Ctamg, the gambler, decided to take another chance : 
the farmer was gone, burried te the gociiling bell. & 
in & game with ome robber fricnds, Ge of the robbers 
geal of wmey, bert hed none te pay bis debi, He began | 
- about a pig that he had stelen a fow daya ago. Ag Chung listened, he 
realized that the goddess of Inmek ses with him once again, for hore 
was tae farver'*s pic, He told the robber that be would teke the gig 
So he returned the pig to the farmer, received ie payment and en 
joyed the joke he hed played on everybody. Tis fame now eoread even 
Now about thie time the King lost his ode’ sends his aycbol of 
office from the experor, Unless he could find it, his head wuld be 
ext off. lie sent men hore, there and everywhere, to look for it. 
came to ask him to help the kings Chume wee frightened 
for be knew that he couldn't do anything of the Kind, So he said, #1 
His wife was furious at this, “why, you, gifted with a min 
The king then sent @ messenger “ith an order for Chung 
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and went Fight in before the King, Mngrity the iing asited,® Do you 


ee peg peed padlammp paint pate now that I qu hers, 
i will go," anowered the gambler ani started to walk ovt. 

The king realized that, mamers or no menners, he mst bave the 
services of this man with the miraculous 
; woceeded to describe the missing jede seal, here wore juct 
jag tin adi had to be found, 

Si will ty te find your Jade 
will take,” 


en fron hic too, But evexy day he pretended 
roou one day he suid sloud te higeslf, "Came, your end is near, ‘Yeu 
camet fool people any longer. 

the King's assictant was passing the door just then and heard the 
Now the assistant!s name was Chang alec, att fe ati he bel eoolen 
fue King’s jade, Hearing tho gowbler he thought that his seerct was 
Glecoversd. So he wont inte the room and anid, #1 know you have sueliad 
| at the Jace. I will, return it te you, but clepss bury 14 and then 
Pretend to find it, Don't tell anyone that I stole it. JI will give 
you half my fortune for your sllenco,* : 

Chung, the gauber, wae emazed at this senfeseion and did sot under 
Stand what bed ceused it, Put he we quick to take advantace of his 
geod luck. “Yes, I amelled you long ago, but I wited to see what 
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you would do." He then hid the jade in a wine jug, buried it and said 

nothing. When questioned he would say simoly that he was getting a 
faint oder, Then one day he asked for a group of man to go to the 

place where he had smelled the jade. 

tious eniffs ani puffs, directed the memito dig. ‘They dug deep and 


You enell the sen who stole xy seal." 
hesiotent, wae weak with fright. Sut Chong. 


draceed richly, set on a beeutiful horac, provide 
with groat riches and sent home to his wife in his howe village, 
where feants were held in his honor. Then he returned to the palace 
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There was once a school teacher who so loved jewels that his one 
desire was te got possession of thes in any fashion he could. Yhen- 
ever he got any money he spent it for jewels which he added to his 
Se Ee Tear by Yery te stare of precious stones 
what he had, he tne sittin me EE I POE 


eollection of jewels in the world, and he lecked forward sagerly te 


ne day, to his surprise, he discovered that the wife of his next~ 
goor neighbor was also the possessor of great quantities of jewels. 


eves Guar in} qlgit ash eidad ans Sack, wild dimdag Vin Sivoo: 
tion. Now after the school teacher saw the jewels of his neighbor. 
he wished te have thom for himself, Yet he could not think of any 
way by which to get possession of thous levertheless, day after day 
be hoped nt prayed that somehow, some day, be would get then 

on POLL school teacher rejoiced ssoretly, for 
quire. what he 80. > iene desired, On the day the coffin was brought 


3 inte the woutats house, he thought to himself: _ Perhaps the jewels 
. will be buried with the dead woman. i wmuist kees close wetch and then 


fs perhaps I shell know whet to do.” So he kept 
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coffin up late that night, take out the precious jewels, and then 


v's house, He never let his eyes wender 


ked oven, He peered inside and saw the 
wuan Sleeping peacefully. Yeverishly he searched, | 


¥ Gaae to life and sent out a piercing scream, 
the eoffin, ite cluteking fing 

down the hill, ik dantia te: hlsh Sncles wak pchheese Wi Se, He 
sould feel the corpse behind hia, cowing closer every moment 
his house he rushed, breathless and numb with fuar. The chost 
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Mx. Bock, the only son of a poor farmer was born in 
1848 in Canton, China. His father was very poor---so poor 
that no one could have guessed how he supported his family. 
When he was hardly one year old, his father had to go into 
the forests to pick dried woods or twigs which he sold to 
villagers as kindlings or he trapped poisonous snakes of 
all kinds and sold them to herbalists and doctors. ) The 
poisons of these snakes sale extracted and used to make se- 
rum for cael kext In order to keep his family from star- 
vation he had to undertake such dangerous work. At cer- 
#ain seasons he had also to do some farming on his lands 
(which every family in the village has, no matter how poor 
they may be). Often he did not produce enough from the 
land because the soil was not rich. 

The father sometimes had to hire himself out to rich 
people as a laborer or servant. Even that employment in 
China in those days was very scarce. No matter how. condi- 
tions were he stuck to what he undertook. When Mr. Bock 
was three months old, his third cousin returned to the 
village for a visit after an absence of nine years. His 
cousin was a government official of the old regime. His 
father explained his hardships to his cousin who realized 
the ye ina kien: So this cousin of his promised his father 
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that as soon as he returned to Canton City, he would see 
what could be done for him. Three months after he returned 
to official duty he wrote Ii. Bock's father and sent for 
him. He got a job for him as a porter in a large Chinese 
grocery store. He was paid thirty-five dollars a year as 
wages. Since this was more than he had earned before, Mr. 
Bock's father kept this job for twenty-five years. He was 
promoted from porter to assistant buyer within that period. 

Me. Bock himself suffered a lot, but of course he was 
not old enough to understand anything. He was not given 
the proper care a child should receive. He was fed irregu- 
larly; that is, whenever his mother finished her farm work 
he was given something to eat. The family conditions were 
gradually improved after ais father found employment in 
the city. The family could afford to buy more necessities 
for the betterment of their health. 

When Ir. Bock was eight years old, his parents could 
afford to send him to the regular village school for be- 
gimners. He was put in the same grade as those who were 
seven years old. He wasn't slow in learning, but he was 
retarded somewhat because of his lack of opportunity to be- 
gin school at the usual age. Five months after his enroli- 
ment in his school, however, he began to show improvements 


in his studies. When he was ten years old, he was one 
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grade ahead of the boys of his age. He learned rapidly 
and his work in school was far superior to that of other 
pupils in his class. 

At fourteen, he entered the secondary school at the 
village county seat. There he studied elementary business, 
farming, composition, and other required subjects. He 
Spent three years at this school, and after that, he left 
School to help support the family. There was nothing he 
could do to support the family but to till the soil of 
their own lends. His parents did-not take him away from 
School. He left it voluntarily. As a rule, all Chinese 
children usually contributed their share in support of the 
family when they were of age to be employed. It was un- 
derstood that Chinese children always adhered to their fi- 
lial duties for this was the duty of all Chinese who had 
any parents living. | 

Three years after his leaving school, Mr. Bock bor- 
rowed money to buy a passage on a ship bound for America. 
He had heard that America was the land of golden opportu- 
nities where everyone could easily make his fortune. So 
in 1869 he went aboard a schooner at Hong Kong and sailed 
for America. fhe journey across the Pacific was not en- 
tirely a pleasant one, because of the danger of encounter- 


ing sea mammals such as whales. In those days, schooners 
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were not as well built as the steamers of the twentieth 
century. The whales often bumped against or collided with 
the schooner and caused great danger of sinking. Today 
steamers weigh thousands and thousands of tons, and whales, 
of course, cannot compare with the strength of modern steam- 
erg. 

Vrs Bock arriyed in California in fall of 1869. He 
landed in San Francisco and was met by his maternal uncle. 
His unele came to America just after gold was discovered 
in California, and Mr. Bock lived with him in a railroad 
camp in which he was employed. From the day he arrived in 
San Francisco until January 1, 1870 he studied English at 
night through the aid of an American friend of his uncle's 
and during the day» he worked as & houseboy . 

In 1870 his uncle obtained a job for him in a railroad 
camp. He was hired to lay railroad ties. In those days, 
thousands and thousands of Chinese were hired by the rail- 
road companies to do many kinds of work which the white 
men could not a® would not do. The reason for the refusal 

of the white men to work in the railroad camps was that 
tte Indians in those days often killed them. In the minds 
of the Indians, the white men stole their hunting grounds 
and lands. Indians never molested the Chinese because they 


Claimed that the Chinese and Indians were brothers and of 
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the same race. It was supposed that the Indians were ori- 
ginally Chinese who crossed the narrow stretch of land be- 
tween Alaska and Asia. In a period of time that stretch 
of land disappeared. Thus, the Bering Straits separated 
the two continents and the Indians were left behind in the 
new land known as America. 

In 1873, Mr. Bock had a narrow escape from being 
killed by Indians. There were some white men who disguised 
themselves as Chinese and killed fifteen of the Indians. 
Their disguise caused the Indians to kill the Chinese and 
let them take the responsibility for the murders. By so 
doing they claimed that the white men would no longer be 
bothered by the Indians. However, this treachery did not 
succeed in its intent for the Indians discovered that the 
murderers of their people did not have any queues. Thus, 
their murderers must have been not Chinese but white men. 
If the Indians had not made this important discovery, many 
Chinese would have been killed by them as revenge for the 
death of their brothers. Many Indians were killed from 
eating poisoned bread given them by white men. 

In 1873, Mr. Bock took a trip back to China to visit 
his parents. During his visit he was married, and a son 
was born to his wife in 1875. Immediately after that he 


returned to America, arriving here in 1876. 


Stats 00m 8 at boat aaid se tatt boee om 


~od bask $0 Hoterts wonnss one of 
Kovegts fact oui borxed. 8 at. 


ae a ry eas Re 
‘et #2. E08 ot aod wb 
potamegee 2% aa ake ger trey 


i, “ *. ee rot ovew ‘anotba ont bats atuenttaoo 


eG hele Baeza 


A, ao brow ‘Ba: Nw. 


| gates mort qacae woutss. s bad. A008 +t a oe Cher 
boaiggetD oie Bes. 9 zat onto onew omit ' eastba 4 oi 
apie host ede. ‘te mood tt beLtta bas ‘oaentsd. as mevd : 
bees ‘epeaidd edt Litt oi aca bal edd seauay entmgald cto q 


oe ye  exefawat oud tot ti itdtesogaes out exat nest ‘tons 4 4% 


dhe Ieee ieee 
< ot teyurot ost bivow fein oaks one tede ponsale yaad gakod 
\ et? tin i OK. OPA a - Pie 
ton BLD erode sont aide mevowok | saisat bai ade Ue Dorostod 4 


ode dade bowevooa 2b asta bit] edt ‘wt todas edt ak boeoosa 

ht : este + eEUeNp Ys evad bon bib {goo niedt ‘to eronebeia a 

i vy arom Oo Laks dud evonidd tox irood ovat ean cxone baum stedd - a 

waaes ,{apvoos tb bnat soqmt wisé eben tou ded anstbat cts 2 
win ineeae 


one 0% ‘pysevet bs mestd ya bocita need evad bigow 


Die RR aS efor: 

most polisd onew enstbal ‘yall | ! 
ie Leg) ® a Nodes * oh ng 

. em ‘od aw ve aiese worke baowd seit vt we 


eb § ‘eke 


ttery: 6 fasstit Oty oad aint 2. aloot soos Dein F 
: n08 8 baa Doles Ba ax! inet els pate 4 

*, af ke oh tu Aas 
ai val notte vice 876 at xt ot! mre 


eat ik id 


n 


Upon his arrival in San Franciseo, his uncle and some 

intimate friends chartered a boat for fishing in Alaska. 
So Mr. Bock was asked to go along with them on this fishing 
trip which lasted four months. ‘The fish they caught brought 
them plenty of money. They kept at this work for more than 
fifteen years. 

In 1891 Mr. Bock and his cousin started a fish cannery 
in Alaska. Inside of five years the business prospered ra- 
pidly. Then they opened more canneries in other locations 
and also enlarged the first one. Then in another ten years 
made about $35,000 each. In 1893 Mr. Bock's uncle turned 
the whole business over to him, for he was getting old and 
decided to retire. | 

When Mr. Beck was forty-six years old, he bought many 
business interests and was making plenty of money. Then he 
sent for his family in 1896. In 1902, he bought some lands 
in Oregon and had a large hotel built on them. He used 
this hotel as his main business office. Gradually he accu- 
mulated a great wealth. He was getting on in age and had 
to give up his activities in business and turn them over to 
his children. He began to do some social work among the 
Chinese people. He entertained Chinese officials from 
China. He donated some money to aheai anise institutions, 


throughout China. Then, in 1910 he was appointed honorary 
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consul from China by the Chinese Government. Recently, he 
was appointed as Consul General. 

Mr. Bock outlived four wives. He is a father of nine 
sons and four daughters. Everyone of his children has a 
college degree. Four sons graduated from Columbia Univer- 
sity, two from Harvard, one from John Hopkins, and two from 
Princeton. The four daughters graduated from Wellesley. 
‘Among the children three are full fledged doctors, two elec- 
trical engineers, two chemists, one Germanic and French lan- 
guage professor, one aeronautical engineer, two botanists, 
one financier, and one zoologist. 

Hard work, thrift, honesty, punctuality make for suc- 
cess. He still admires the lively spirit of the young ge- 
neration, he likes America and her conventional ideas, but 
doesn't trust some of the Americans (as they call themselves) 
on the Pacific Coast. He is a staunch enemy of such social 


evils as divorce and trial marriage « 
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"ines AeAe was born in China i eSteteis ease evo. He 
was one of a family of six who owned some ground from which 
they made their living. It was intensively cultivated to 
produce several different crops each year, and it was neces- 
sary for the entire family to work hard to accomplish this. 
Me. A.A. from his earliest recollections remembers roaming 
the countryside with a basket Vooktig for any manner of fuel. 

| fansy) sutzeres from the severncold in the winter, and the 
whole family including the parents slept on and around the 
stove in the kitchen. During the time of the year when the 
crops were all in and in the interval between sowing new 
— his father would go to the city to obtain any kind of 
work. He usually worked for a large tea packing concern 
which had & plant at that city. énitn’ wae very hard work, 
for they sometimes labored eighteen and twenty hours per 
day for very little money. 

When Mr. A.A. was fifteen years of age, he accompanied 


, his father one winter and also obtained work ait the tea 
ing a ae 


*h 


plant. He was strong for his age and looked oldery and his 
father decided to leave him in the city with a relative so 
that he could continue this work. His relative was a very 


pleasant man and had a congenial family who treated Iir. A.A. 


very well, and he was pleased to be with them. He worked ex- 
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tremely hard and saved his pay which his father would col- 
lect on his visits to the city. After two years of this, 
Mr. A.A. decided to go toa larger city about one hundred 
miles away. Due to the fact there were no trans portation 
facilities he had to walk the entire inked oe. and it took 
almost a week. On his arrival in the larger city he ob- 
tained work unloading ships. This kind of work paid a 
little better than the tea plant but was much harder, for 
they had to carry large weights from the ship to the shore. 

He continued for several years, and then decided to 
come to the United States, for from there he had heard sto- 
vies of fabulous wages and fine living. He finally obtained 
a passport after much red tape and set sail for America. He 
arrived in San Francisco one fogsy morning, only to be sent 
to quarantine as a case of small pox nad developed on board 
the ship. They were all kept there for three weeks and 
were very wretchedly treated. fe food was scaree and hard- 
ly fit to be eaten. However, after three weeks they were 
finally allowed to land. 

He looked up several of his countrymen and he was ta- 
ken to Jackson, Califomia where he seaned work in the 
gold mines. Here he aid the work usually done by a mule, 
pulling the heavy iron carts along tracks to their proper 


destination. However, he received more money for this kind 
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of work than he had ever received before and was satisfied. 
He lived with six other countrymen in one room, their ex- 
penses were very small and they saved their money. He 
worked in the mines eight years, being advanced slowly to 
better jobs. He was finally earning six dollars a day as 

& miner, and since he had saved some money, he decided to 
come to San Francisco. The feeling against Chinese in the 
mining camps at that time was tense, and Mr. A.A. decided 
to leave while the leaving was still healthy. 

He arrived in San Francisco a second time in 1904 strong 
in body and with plenty of money in his pockets. He picked 
up Some acquaintances among his countrymen and looked around 
for something to do. He was finally prevailed upon by a 
friend to invest some of his money in-a butcher shop in Chi- 
natown. His friends had considerable experience in this 
line, and they prospered immediately. WMr.A.A. did all the 
heavy eae while his partner did the selling and the hand- 

ling of the cash. However, he. was honest and gave Mr. A.A. 

& Square deal. Their business suffered very little during 
the earthquake although it scared them very much. In 1909, 

q they dissolved their partnership at a good profit to each, 
for his, partner desired to go back to China. 046 
% Mr, A.A. decided to make @ trip too, and theyyleft for 


China. On his arrival at his home town he found that both 
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his parents had passed away several years previous, and 

that his sisters had married and gone to different tows. 
Only his younger brother remained, and he was still work- 
ing the ground that was his father's. He had married and 
between the wife and himself they managed to make a comfort- 


able living. Mr. A.A. remained with them for several weeks 
am f % ~pr , 


ina Gary, 4) 


and then went on to the city where he nad fide Wis *sta# ting 
point .| Here he found everything had increased tremendously 
except wages which were about the same as years ago. Unable 
to find anything suitable to do, he decided to go back to 
San Francisco. 

He arrived here for the third time in 1911. After 
looking around for several months, he at last went into the 
laundry business on Howard Street near Fourth where he is 
still located. He has a small store with a partition which 
hides the room which is his workroom, kitchen and bedroom. 
He works hard, but just manages to make his expenseifor his 
place is very small and his customers are drawn from a very 
bad section since there are no residences in the neighbor- 
hood, only several small and disreputable hotels. When he 
opened the business, he was with a partner, but after three 
years of struggling he finally bought out his partner, for 
the business did not make enough for two. He does all his 


own washing and ironing, but of course there are no deli- 
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veries and all goods must be brought in and called for. 
He is a very genial man, pleasant and soft spoken and is 
well liked by his neighbors. He is getting old and is 
content with his little business. He has a small reserve 


Which he had saved in former years. This he is holding for 


& suitable burial in the event of his death. 
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Mir. Jin, one of the three sons in the family was porn 
in China in 1849. During his early childhood he did not 
spend much time in the Chinese village school. He came to 
California with his paternal cousins in 1860 in one of those 

° —eighteenth century schooners. It took them about six and a 
} half months' time to reach America. His first trip across 
the Pacific Ocean was a very perilous one. The boat often 
encountered disastrous ty phoons era | 
Mr. Jin and nis cousins arrived in San Francisco in the 


gener 


.° latter part of February, 1861. Sam Francisco at that time 
was no larger than Long Beach of today. He said that the po- 
pulation rose to about ten thousand after the discovery of 
gold. | He made his home in Chinatown which was then on the 
outskirts of the city. Battery Street was the waterfront, 
Sacramento and Dupont (Grant Avenue) Streets were touched by 
the water which flowed in from the San Francisco Bay. One 
week after his arrival in California, he began to spend one 


half hour each Sunday at one of the old churches taking Ing- 


lish lessons. He continued his lessons for twenty-seven Sun- 


days. ie : 
The Civil War broke out two months after his arrival in 
America. That war cut short his opportunity to improve his 
English. His oldest brother who was a cook for Leland Stan- 
: 


ford, senior, in Sacramento, sent for him. He wes then em- 
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ployed by Mr. Stanford as a garden boy until he was fifteen 
years old. During his three years with the Stanfords he 
gained their confidence and close friendship. They | (Stan- 
foras)| becane so fond of him that they wanted to adopt him, 
because at that time there were no children in the Stanford 
family. His oldest brother objected vigorously to such an 
adoption because of the difference in race and color. Just 
before he left the employ of the Stanfords, Mrs. Leland 
Stanford, senior gave to him as a token and remembrance her 
wedding ring. 

In 1866 he tried his luek at gola mining with his cou- 
Sins in Moss Platt, California. He made-and saved enough mo- 
ney from the gold mine to take a trip back to China to see 
his parents and brothers when he was just twenty years old. 
He returned to America one year after he was married. Mr. 
Jin resumed his work at gold mining. Later he travelled all 
over California and Nevada in search of new gold mines. In 
between times, he was agent for the hiring of Chinese to 
build railroads through the wilderness of California and Ne- 
vada. At that time, the white men were either very rich or 
could not stand the dangers and hardships of encountering 
the Indians. Of course, the Chinese people wore queues, and 
the Indians considered them as members of their own race be- 


cause of the similarity of hair aressing to their ow. 
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in 1874 his life was endangered by the persecution of 
the Chinese by the “white tahoe’ unions and the Irishme: in 
Truckee, Nevada. Because of the "Chinese Must Go" propa- 
ganda, the Chinese were driven ot of Truckee and other min- 
ing towns in Nevada. The white men would shoot on sight any 
Chinese they would see on the streets. Fortunately, Mr. Jin 
was saved from this danger and exodus by one of the police 
magistrates whom he had befriended. He was protected in his 
wntte friend's house until the persecution of the Chinese 
had subsided. After that he returned to California to resume 
his gold mining work. In 1881 he returned to China to bring 
his wife to America. | | 

After his second trip back to California he helped orga- 
nize a mining company among a teow wealthy Chinese. He opened 
an import and export business of his own, and through this 
gradually became prosperous. At the same time he was called 
in from time to time by Judge Fields of the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals as Chinese interpreter. He was the 
first Chinese to be employed in the United States Government 
service as interpreter. His Certificate of Appointment was 
one of those old elaborate affairs. Other judges such as 
Sawyer, Hoffmann, Cooks, Murasky and many others also were 


his employers.) 


In 1899 another event frightened him tremendously. That 
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was the outbreak of plague among a few Chinese residents 


of San Francisco. At that time, Dr. Kenyon was the city's 


health director. He got some ridiculous notion in his head 


about the prevalence of the plague amongst all the Chinese 
in San Franciseo. He ordered Chinatown quarantined and oc- 


cupied one of the stores at the corner of Sacramento Street 


and Waverly Place as 4 laboratory for his so-called assist- 


ants. This laboratory was supplied with hooks, in several 
rolls suspended from the ceiling like those used in the but- 
cher shops. He ordered and instructed that all Chinese sus- 
pected of being inflected were to be "butchered". In other 
words, have them cut up, limb by limb and hung up on hooks 
for experiments and further investigation. Of course, such 
Palins of Dr. Kenyon were atrocious and inhuman. However, 
this inhuman deed never materialized because the Chinese 
people brought a court action to restrain him from carrying 
out GEE Reh veh 

In 1900, Mr. Jin added the work of real estate agent 
to that of carrying on his business. The San Francisco 
earthquake in 1906 started his bad fortune. He lost all of 
his money and belongings in the fires. In August 1906 he 
started out anew. He took up mining again for awhile. Then 


he was interpreter in the Federal Court and the Immigration 


Service. 
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‘son is a tailor; the second son a restaurant manager; 


third daughter, a beauty culturist. 


one is conscientious, 
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_ Prom 1921 to 1928 he began to invest in stocks. puring 


ois period he accumulated a great fortune, but he was caught 


in the 1929 stock crash, which nearly wiped out all his money. 


Mr. Jin has nine sons and four daughters. His oldest 
the 
‘third gon, a deputy collector of customs in China for over 


thirty years; the seventh son, a printer; the eighth son, a 


pharmacist; the ninth son, a chemist and: ‘Linguist; and the 


fhe three oldest sons 


were from his first wife. 


| Mr. Jin is a member of the Chinese Peace General Associa- 
sion, Chinese Benevolent Association and the Chinese Six Com- 
pany, a most influential and powerful ecavice ciek among the 

Chinese in America. In fact, Mr. Jin is one of the oldest 


and the most well-known Chinese in America. He thinks that 


America is one of the greatest places on earth to live in, if 


industrious and honest. Of course his 


past hard and unpleasant experiences have not discouraged him. 


ea that the Chinese in California have been better treat- 


- attitude toward the Chinese people. 


ed during the past ten years and that the Americans are more 


 -proad-minded, more humane and less discriminating in their 
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L. was born in a small hamlet in the interior of China 
in 1870. He was one of a family of five whose parents had a 
small home and little more than an acre of land on which they 
grew whatever was possible. The father also worked at another 
job in the city: he would leave early each morning and walk 
many miles to resume his work as a chair-carrier. This was 
hard and tiresome work, and the pay was slight, yet it help- 
ed support the family. 

All five members of the family slept on the floor of one 
room; when it was very cold they crowded into the kitched to ab- 
sorb as much of the warmth from the stove as possible. 

In his early childhood L. canvassed the countryside hunt- 
ing fuel for the fire. He had a great deal of work to do at 
home for his father after this chore; therrest of the day he 
helped his mother in the fields. There was neither the money 
nor the time for any schooling; as a result, until he was six- 
teen he had never once left the village in which he was born. 

On his sixteenth birthday he was taken to the city by his 
father, who purchased for him a new suit of clothes and his 
first pair of shoes. The reason for this extravagance was ex- 
plained to him: he was to be married the following month to a 
girl whom he had never seen. He was told that this was a good 
match, for his bride-to-be would bring a large dowry and would 
help with the work. L. found, after the marriage, that it had 
been an extremely good match, for his wife was a willing and 
tireless worker, her dowry bought more land, and the new wealth — 
enabled his father to give up his job as chair carrier and de- 


vote his entire time to the soil. 
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A gon was born to L.'s wife two years after the marriage, 
and this pleased the entire family. However, L. was feeling 
too cramped at home, and desired to go forth and seek his for- 
tune elsewhere. His father was against such a proposition, and 
for many months there were bitter arguments between father and 
gon. Very unexpectedly L.'s wife told him that she had held out 
part of her dowry, and that she had sufficient money for him to 
go elsewhere. He accepted the money thankfully, and found that 
it was a goodly sum of money, more than he had ever before seen. 
He said goodbye to her; and stole away one afternoon when the 
rest of the family were working in the fields. 

With his money be bought passage overland to the coastal 
ieies’ where he met many people who had been to the Tnited 
States. Fyom them he learned of the great opportunities that 
could be found there, and at length decided to seek his fortune 
there e 

He made the passage with a large group of his countrymen, 
who were herded together in a third class cabin of an old steam- 
er. The entire ship was overcrowded, and the food was bad. After 
many weeks of this hard life he landed in San Francisco in the 
summer of 1893. He was already twenty-three years old, and was 
desparately determined to make good his dreams e 

Almost at once he found a job with a large Chinese import- 
ing house He was employed to push a hand truck loaded with cas- 
es into the rear of the eatabitatment where he would unpack the 


merchandise; there it was checked and priced by other workmen. 
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This was rather heavy work, but compared to what he had done 
at home it was still not too wnpleasant, and the money they 
paid him was more than he had ever dreamed of earning. He stay- 
ed with this firm for five years, and he was promoted several 
times ese , 

After these seemingly prosperous years he was induced by 
a friend to quit his job and go to the Sacramento Valley to try 
working fruit orchards on share system. As it happened, the fol- 
lowing year was a good one; there was plenty of rain and sun- 


Shine, and there was a record crop. This success determined him 


to stay, and on the whole, the nine years he spent there proved 


to be very prosperous ones. 


with a good sum of money he returned to San Francisco in 
1907, and after several weeks opened a laundry on Fillmore Street 
near Chestnut. He put up a wooden partition in the center of the 
store and used half of the place for his washing and ironing, 
the rest of it for his kitchen, bedroom, and dining room. Here 
he remained for a few years, working very hard yet barely mak- 
ing a living. Then in 1924 he let a friend become his partner, 
and they enlarged the business to about twice its original size. 
They are still at this location doing a very good business. 

After all these years L. has lost all interest in the faite 
of his family in China. He has never written them, and hag never 
heard from them. He has never had the slightest inclination to 
return to China. Although he is now very old and can do only a 
small amount of work, he has a smile for all who enter his place 


of business. 
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QO. was born in China in 1860, one of a family of six 
in very impoverished circumstances. From his earliest years 
he was accustomed to roam the fields seeking whatever kind of 
fuel or food he could procure. His father owned a small plot 
of ground, but it was impossible to raise enough on it to sup- 
port the family. At every opportunity the father went to the 
city and worked as a chair-bearer. 

0. received little care in his childhood, yet at the age 
of fourteen he had the build and strength of a man. At that 
time he was assisting his father in all his work and was in 
charge of the ground whenever his father went to work else- 
where. When he was fifteen he went to work for a fisherman 
who lived on a house-boat and who would set his nets before 
dawm and return to the city with his catch later. O- worked 
hard at this job for three years and managed to earn his food 
and lodging. Then’ when he was eighteen he left the boat wand 
worked his way to Shanghai; he had heard that men were being 
taken from this port for work in other countries. 

He was approached by an agent who was recruiting labor- 
ers for a sugar plantation tn Cuba. He was told that if he 
signed a five year contract his transportation would be paid, 
providing he paid it back from his earnings. This appealed to 
him very much, and he signed the contract. He, together with 
four hundred-sixty odd Chinese, was placed on an old steamer 
where they slept nine in a room, three in a bed, and three 
beds one above the other. There was no escape except through 


drowning. More than a dozen dfed on the way over and their 
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bodies were thrown overboard without any ceremony. After they 
arrived in Cuba they were taken immediately do an outlying 
Sugar ranch to start their work immediately. 

They were housed in old broken down tenements without 
any conveniences. Eight to twelve men occupied a single small 
room. They were notified that the first six months they would 
not receive any pay whatsoever, as this would help pay for 
their passage. 

They were required to work on an average of fourteen 
to sdxteen hours a day (with no Sundays off!) and the food they 
oftentimes could not eat. Quite a number did not live those 
“Six months and proved to be a loss to the company e 

After six months they were notified that they would re- 
ceive four dollars each week including food and board, but 
that all purchases were to be made at the company store. In 
fact, they were not paid in money but in tickets which were 
good only at the company store; and at the store the prices 
were usually three times ag high as elsewhere. All this time 
they were bound to the conpany by contract and were subject 
to imprisonment if they broke the contract. 

After spending five years under these circumstances 0, 
Suddenly found himself free. He could do whatever he pleased 
and negotiate with the highest bidder for his services. Since 
he was experienced he was offered Cight dollars each week in 
cash; he accepted the job from another company and signed a 
contract for two years. Here he wag given better lodgings and 


was free to do whatever he liked with his earnings. He saved 


tf 


iy 


£00" yeild ae 


"So eid aL cn std an ‘ aie ay 
a ag 1 oye 2, 
eS Ak 


nade ®t to - 198 48 90. 2st W ae bout op ot ect ww genes Ma 


ONT. OQ ners fic ms pO aN Cahn ‘oa eidte) Yad p excioel a9 SDB 
OBOE MUL Smet DM «5 ott ai 8 odin by dH. fou btw womb and > 


hetnie'o9 oak bod ae 101. 8 adi od hover ters iach 


“or DENOR weits. Soid | ey ott etow wore adh denone nie ‘med ta 


de EGOS kha coot jutbatoat 3 (vow dove pieL fob mrctoe seipo p 


ce ia , 


at 4 B4OO wits 465 ad dh da OD an ai ms ertew pon ads soma, ii6) — : 


poodits eit Moke St te or yono da eo det a ce wlio hog 
Ed able Le. .ocalmep te wb ytd ee Bene’ gaia vitwwew ome 
Jootete. 0 vt iets doand reo ed getiseg ‘00 ‘Oxi 3 od Orurod vr ee 

| odo ir 9 ant soloed eas ae ce ramon 

: .  WeOmAd amin! Or er "fobs rb ATSOY eyit' Ss pat hinge ned 
bone See od tf ui arly ALvoe elt. soc ALoviekit bano% chip r pt 
outa: wage wae asii ra 't nobbid: trey eid, ‘some, dat doyaut 
ae soon: hone bet: isk ie Li hee ‘beashto | ‘nam od ‘hoop buodee | 
8. _ bout baa Retengao oo “odigord nore imal oe aie ¢ 


: > oi 5 a a , es 
afl ? Pp 5 ie i 

oe ar ’ My, 

: a Pe 

Fae, at Rg 


a considerable amount and then pai: a job on a schooner 
going to Alaska for salmon fiamug. 

He was on this schooner for seven months during which 
time there was a large catch. When the catch was sold he re- 
ceived a considerable portion as his share, and decided to 
remain in San Francisco. But when the boat left again he went 
along. For the fifteen years following he made several trips 
a year to Alaska, and during the slack season he would remain 
idle in San Francisco. 

In 1908 0. and a relative opened a small laundry in San 
Francisco. They made a specialty of washing gowns worn by the 
people in the fruit produce area, and they made a good liv- 
ing from this. To this day they have continued to get along, 
although they have not grown wealthy. They are both old now, 
but continue to work every day, and are well liked by their 


customers, some of whom they have served for over thirty years. 


CHINESE IN CUBA 


The conditions of slave labor wut on existed in Cuba have 
been illuminated by the report of a commission of Chinese, British, 
and ee representatives which inquired into labour practices 
oneiie’ island in 1876; 

Some 114,081 Chinese coolies had been shipped to Cuba by 
that time and 53,502 of these young men had died, Eighty per- 
cent of the number had been kidnapped or decoyed., Ten percent 
had died on board the ene which transported them, an amazingly 
small percentage considering the inhuman conditions they iets 
forced to endure during thie voyage. oh arrival the contract of 
the individual Chinese was sold to the highest bidder in the 
"men-markets.". ; 

"We waited in the men-market the inspection of a buyer and 
the settlement of the price," went on the report, The coolies 
were stripped and their bodies examined "in the manner practiced 
when oxen or horses are being bought." Ninety percent of the 
Chinese thus sold were aarervenate enough to be sent to sugar= 
plantations, There, the commission discovered that the coolies 
were forced to work from eighteen to twenty-one hours a day. 
Payment of wages was commonly pice in tickets which were re- 
deemable only at company stores... 

pautnnuiant was brutal in the extreme toward those who claimed 
to. be sick or who otherwise Sohavemane overseers, The report 
says, "It was possible to verify by personal inspection wounds 
inflicted upon others, the fractured and maimed limbs, blindness, 


the heads full of sores, the teeth struck out, the ears mutilated, 
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the skin and flesh lacerated, proofs of cruelty patent ea Cues 

The Chinese were not able even to look with hope toward the 
expiration of the contract, Within two months after the contract 
terminated he must either have entered into a new engagement or 
have left the island Cn erte own passage, naturally, with 
the money he didn't get); in the interim he must be housed in a 
government depot and employed at no salary doing Laboe for the 
government, Only 2,179 Chinese had managed to leave the island 
at the time of this report. 

Mr. 0. seems to have served out his contract shortly after 
the Commission's Report came out and conditions were somewhat 


ameliorated. .He was lucky. 
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May was born in south China of poor peasant folk. Dur- 
ing her sixth yéar, her debt-burdened father was forced to 
sell her to a wealthy landlord in order to pay the taxes on 
his farm. Two years before, May's eldest sister was sold for 
the same reason: taxes were always high and collected fre- 
quently. Although May's mother and father worked very hard 
and many hours a day, it was only the fertility of a womb 
which kept the family from becoming paupers. 


May was taken to the home of the wealthy landlord, where 


# 


‘her life was like that of any livestock commodity. She was 


sheltered, fattened up, and three years later taken to Ganton 
and resold, this time to a tea garden manager. 

Chan Wick, the manager, had a special tutor for his 
"girls." They were taught to sing, to read and write; in this 
manner her cultural life began. 

She was a beautiful child. Her body was maturing and 
expressed the particular Qualities fancied by Chan Wick. He 
forced Hay to live with him. Then, at the age of seventeen, 
she was compelled to become a public prostitute. 

two years after this Chan Wick sold her to an American 
Chinese, Peter Wong, who was visiting China for the purpose 
of securing a wife. He took May back to America as his sister, 
and led her directly to Chicago where Peter owned a restaur- 
ant. Here he put her to work. 


Although May had long lived the life of a slave, she 
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had never before worked so hard. Now that she was in America 
her slavery changed its character from prostitution to drud- 
gery. in spite of a chronic illness she wags forced to work 
fifteen hours a day in Peter Wong's restaurant. At first she 
washed dishes and scrubbed floors; later she assisted in the 
cooking. 

While at this job she learned to speak English. One of 
the cooks taught her, and told her also many Strange and thrill- 
ing stories of the "free" people in the outer world. 

The outer world continued to interest May, for Peter 
never allowed her to leave the building without him. They 
lived in a small flat above the restaurant and there was lit- 
tle reason, she was told by Peter, to go elsewhere after the 
work was finished. 

Hventuaily May became very restless, and thought most 
of the time about wages and clothes and the other glorious 
things she had been told by the cook. Now she despised Peter 
Wong and the horrible conditions under which she worked and 
lived. One day she asked the cook, Yang Sing, if there was 
anything she could do to enable her to live the life of the 
free people. Yang Sing replied "Yes, you can run away, you 
can run away with me." May Senaented at once, and they made 
many plans. 

Yang Sing quit his job immediately in order that when 
May left he would not be Suspected. They were both afraid of 


the Tong. Then, nearly six months later May slipped out of 
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‘the rear door of the flat. Yang Sing was waiting. 

They are now living in San Francisco, and have three 
children. Two of these attend school. Yang Sing is working 
in a restaurant; May works in a laundry part-time, has at 


last found the life of "free" people well worthwhile. 
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We was born in China in 1882. He was one of a family of 
eight who made a living from the small plot of land which had 
been in the family for hundreds of years. This land was inten- 


sively cultivated to yield several different crops during the 


year. This work kept the entire family at hard work most of 


the time. None of the children were sent to school. Nor did 
they remain at home very long: when they were old enowgh they 
left to seek their fortunes elsewhere, for each succeeding year 
the overworked land produced less and less. 

“At the age of sixteen W. left the village and went to 
the city. Here he worked at odd jobs for two years, barely 
managing to feed himself properly. Then he signed an agree- 
ment to go to Brazil where he would work on the coffee plan- 
tations. With about eighty other countrymen he was loaded on 
a steamer where, for the duration of the voyage, they all suf- 
fered severe hardships. 

After their landing in Brazil they were herded into one 


large barrack under government protection,where they were giv- 


en health and legal examinations. The examiners were unable to 


speak the Chinese language, and after much meaningless red 
tape those who “passed” were put aboard a train and taken in- 
land to the plantation. 

Here they were housed in filthy quarters and given dirty 
food. They worked fourteen hours a day in the hot sun, although 
many Quickly perished. For this hard work they received hardly 


any salary, plus their room and board. 
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After three years of the slave labor,W. had fulfilled 
his contract and was free again to negotiate his services. He 
was known as a proficient worker We awuysad found a job at pt 
_ other: plantation. Here he received a regular salary and was 
free to chose where he would live. He built a small two-room 
cottage where he cooked his own meals and spent all his free 
time. Since his needs were simple he saved the greater part of 
his wages and carried his money in a belt strapped bo his wais. 

After his second three year contract he was tired of South 
America and decided to look for something different. He found 
passage on board a ship carryiug coffee to North America, and 
when the ship arrived in Bush Terminal at Brooklyn,he deserted 
one night and lost himself in New York. Here he lay low for 
several months, not daring to show himself on the streets dur- 
ing the daylight hours. One of his friends finally procured a 


railroad ticket for him and he was on his | 


way to California. 

ie arrived in Oakland one morning aut got in touch with 
s ome of his countrymen. Then he founded, with a relative, a 
small restuarant. They struggled along in thdsilocation for 
five years, until in 1922 they gave up their business and went 
to San Francisco. Here business was better, and things moved a- 
long smoothly until the death of W¥.'s mrtner. The title re- 
verted to W., who has kept the restaurant to this day. 

Although he does but little business now, and had made 
little money, he is very happy. He has saved money for a good 


funeral, his last request; there are no heirs to his small es- 
3 


tate. 
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Ming Was born in a poor inland village of China in 
1905, the fifth son of very impoverished peasants. There 
he lived in a mud hut with his four brothers and three 
Sisters. When the father found that he could no longer sup- 
port the large family, he sold Ming to a wealthy man in a 
neighboring village. Ming's father was given two hundred 
dollars for the Sale, for the childless family was very 
anxious to have a child, especially a SOne 


Ming was six years old when he was sold. He missed 


his real parents and his brothers and sisters very much 


at first, but soon after hig introduction into a life of 

Silk clothes and good foods his memories all but vanished. 
- Two years after his adoption his foster parents took 

him to the United States. They bought, for a thousand Chi- 


nese dollars, a passport from the family of a child who, 


_ born in the United States, had recently died in China. 


After arriving in the United States the family moved 
to a small community in California where the Chinese fruit 
pickers and small farmers lived and worked. Here he father 
opened a gambling house and did a thriving business after 
the season was over. There was little opportunity for Ming 
to learn Chinese characters, for there was no Chinese school, 
and his parents sent him instead, thinking it better for his 
future career in business, to American Schools, and eventually 


to a business college. 
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After his graduation he found a position with an Amer- 
ican firm in San Francisco. His parents wanted him to stay 
With them, but finally he persvaded then that he should make 
his own way in the world. 

It Was not long after his arrival in San Francisco that 
he met a Chinese girl who worked in the same firm. They saw 
a great deal of one another, and soon he realized that he was 
in love with her. He told her of his feelings, and she readily 
consented to marriage. 

He wrote to his father that he wished to marry the girl, 
that he loved her deeply and would not be happy otherwise. The 
father was very happy and gave his consent at oncee He told Ming 
to make preparations for an elaborate wedding, and sent him a 
large list of friends and relatives whom he must invite to the 
celebration. A great number of presents were sent to the groom 
and bride-to-be. His parents wrote them that after the wedding 
they would take him and his nite to China for a visit. 

But two weeks before the wedding was to take place Ming's 
father and mother came to San Francisco to meet the bride. Thee 
was little but tragedy after this meeting, for his parents for- 
bade him to marry this girl from Han Gar district. They explain- 
ed to him that in China people from Han Gar were of a much lower 
class than people from Han Shan. By so marrying Ming would cer- 
tainly he unhappiness ard even disaster to the family. Ming's 
father, who by this time owned several gambling houses, did not 


care to see all of his winnings revert to the hands of the pet- 
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ty fruit pickers and small farmers, and this he readily told 
his son. 

Ming did not marry the girl at that time, for without 
his father's money there could be no ceremony and very lit- 
le security for the bride and groome The marriage was post- 
poned and the presents returned. 

Soon another letter from his father reached Ming. He 
told him that if he would return to Ohina with foster par- 
ents and forget about this love affair, he would give him 
three thousand dollars. Ming refused this offer, knowing too 
well that his father would have a marriage to a girl he did 
not know arranged in China. His foster aprents could not per- 
suade him otherwise and soon, after realizing his determination, 
they returned to China without him. 

After a year Ming married the girl he loved, though 
without the ceremony they had once planned. Ming worked very 
hard in the office, but his Salary was very small. His wife 
worked, too, until she was about to bear him a child. Ming, 
who was not a good provider, and who none the less was used to 
luxury, refused to give up his apartment. At last he sold his 
car, but still kept the apartment which cost him a great part 
of his salary. 

This sort of existence worried Ming a great deal. When 
in despsration he gave up his apartment and moved to a tene- 
ment dwelling, he felt that he had failed as a husband. He tried 
his hand at gambling, had condiderable luck at first, gave up his 
job, and then lost everything. Thus disillusioned, he joined the 
ranks of the unemployed and with the exception of a few part-time 


jobs, has remained thus ever since. 
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Y. and his wife are very old and have worked in the 
Santa Clara fruit orchards since 1880. They came here to- 
gether from China when they were first married. They left 
China because there families were no longer able to pro- 


vide for them properly. A relative of the woman's father, 


who had been to the United States and had returned to Chi- 


na for a visit, told them that he would take the young mar- 
ried couple to the United States if they would agree to do 
work for him and repay him whatever money he advanced them. 
This was agreed upon and they booked passage in the steer- 
age of an old ship. They suffered severe hardships on the 
trip and were half starved before they arrived. 

Shortly after they arrived they were taken to Santa 
Clara and started to work at once. They lived in a barnyard 
structure with about sixty more Chinese men and women. They 
worked from early moming until far into the night. For this 
they received in the beginning just their board and room; they 
received no money because the man who had brought them over 
was a straw boss who collected their earnings for four years 
to reimburse himself for their passage money from China. 

These two guiet people have remained among the fruit 

orchards all their lives. They have had good times and bad, 

but their conditions on the whole have improved considerably. 
They work hard when there is work to doe They are both pa 


terate, having learned to read and write neither Chinese nor 
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English. As for their spoken English, they have learned only 
several necessary words and phrases as long as they have been 
here « They are fond of motion pictures, and attend whenever 
it is possible for them to get into towne They don't under- 
stand them, but they are delighted with the antics of the 


figures on the screen. This is their greatest enjoyment. 
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It was difficult for Lee Hong to tell his story. Though 
he has been in America for many years it is not easy for him 
to express himself in English. The peasant, Lee Hong, has 


never become adapted to the confusing pulsations of America. 


Lee Hong was born in the Hunan province in China. Born 
in a family long engrained in the traditions of peasantry, 
his early youth was spent in work, work that gave birth to 
nothing but hunger and taxes for himself, his mother and fa- 
ther and brothers and sisters. Lee Hong's education was li- 
mited to the use of his hands in toil and in worship of the 
sun, the sky, rain and clouds, the moon and the stars. 

The taxes became heavier and heavier. fhe iittle strip 
of land upon which Lee Hong and his family were dependent for 
work and long enduring starvation was taken over by a rich 
landlord. Lee Hong's mother died. His father gathered the 
children and the few miserable belongings and started for Can- 
ton. Enroute Lee became stranded from the family and many 
months later arrived in Canton alone. | 

In Canton he got a job as a janitor ina store. While 
working in the store he was influenced by the revolutionists 
who were at that time brewing the revolution of 1911. Lee 


Hong participated in the revolution and remained in the army 


until the beginning of the World War. 
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During his services in the army, he became a physical 
degenerate, a victim of opium. Lee explained that the use 
of opium is a tradition in the Chinese army; it is sold to 
the soldiers by the officers. 

In some way a distant relative, who had migrated to Ame- 
rica many years before and was now visiting Canton, heard of 
the terrible plight into which Lee Hong had been conditioned. 
The relative secured the release of Lee from the army and 
brought him to America under the provision that he would be- 
come a fine moral person and would work for the relative for 
five years without a salary in payment for the passage and 
the kindness of the relative. | 

Life was not very interesting for fee Hong in New York 

city under the terms of his bondage. But Lee Hong was pa- 
tient. The five years were endured, and Lee was released. 
He then worked at various jobs, married, saved his money and 
three years later moved to San Francisco. tee Hong had heard 
many glowing accounts of the good opportunities in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Until 1931 he was always able to find work. Food and 
clothing for his wife and three children became the extent of 
his ambition. Since 1931 Lee has not been able to find a job. 
He has been living on charity. "America all right for time 


but now bad like China", were Lee Hong's closing words. 
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Sines early morning a cold, farious wind ewo pt raging 
over the blesk city, violent in its anger, and the dark 
vhs hang like a heavy blanket ap above, a 
: the san in the thick omlnoas gloom. Sxeeedingly chill the — 
day becanxe, and the rain blew in from the bay, Soraying the 7 

i city In 9 closk 0° dampness. Steadlly the rain hed follen, 

; > ith a regular precision, eleshing <gninet the window. panes 

: with s dall monotonous rhytha, and every small beat of rein 

was like a heavy blow on Jvel's heart. He felt a coldness 
sround him, 2 coldness broaght forth not by the winter sir, . 
bat by 8 pecaltar fear of death and sadness. | ee 
fhe room was hashed bith a strange quietness, for Kadge 
dey dying in this winter night, slowly dissipating aay. 

3 Her sickly ané aiffiealt coagh broke over the hage stillness 

a ‘ge the felling wrening, ang when slowly her coagh died away 

Into the distance, merging into the vold of night, Joel heard 

a” the ever falling rain egsin. All dey @ peealiar silence fall 

of lanent ana the sense of death clang drearily over the 

house. ‘Then gradually as the day ylelded to the coming night, 

. ao added tragic atnosp here game over Joel. Underneath this . 

:  eminoas silence, he felt 8n oppressive end inevitable tregedy 


ao yea qesreri ne to an anbearable point. Darkness 


oo oe 


<i ee eerie : | He 
gael set nervously In the room, looking now ond then 


at his brother Vietor who reneined silent and alone in the 
far corner near the door, As he sat there watching Madge 
a sensation of fright ang bewilderment enme over Joel. The 
fe whole atmosohere in the room held a tant and tense feeling, 
Fy ‘fesdy to anap st any moment. Glancing at Madge sgain, Joel 
beesme afraid. Madge anpeared so peculiar in the shadowy 
and imperceptible light, like sis apparition, 2 hallucinating 


phantor of far away. 


mye, Ghe peered oat, her face without life or avenent: 

Like s frozen statae Yietor remeined silent in the hash 
ang anravering silence. Long he had atood there, etstio, 
rigid, tense “ith fright, and when Joel looked at him -and 

sae the peenliar merk of fear on his face, he shuddered. 
& whole morning hed passed by thas, end hie slater Madge 
wes lapsing sway. Srokinge the monotony of night, her cough- 
ie ing eane freonently, and while the echo of her cough rang 
ae for one short moment, Joel's ears detested its message of 
dsath. He wanted to believe that Maaze wis Sll right, yet 
Fight before his eyes he saw her, so thin end geant, and he mate 
looked away quickly. Tt was like a foggey nightmare, unreal 
end. far away. He watched on, frozen in his coldness. The 
- silence of the room wis like a sold blanket sround hime 
‘i _ He went toward the window, snd looked far out into the 
— otty. As far ae hs can eee, only the derkneae and the fall- 


2 rein were visible. There was no life or movement anywhere. - 
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k aeases of aadee decp, wae noes jled together in 


the: gloomy sllenee. ‘the gaching tein ren into the cutter, 
‘Beeeping the dirt end filth slong. ‘The songe of death was 
| “everywhere, in the eo1é bleck misht, in the eaptiness of the 
| room, bat most of ¢11, in the siek bed where Esdge lsy. Uadge 
Bt Nap white and cold there, her lone dark heir falling roughly 
4 ageinst her thin shoulders, ner pele eresn face very 09014 and 
- ‘frightened on the whiteness of the bead. ne soved anconfort- 
ably, tired, axheacted, ae if the very moment was enosgh ta 
- apend ber strength et aesy. Her ehest heaved ap and 
down. 

fe Joel, a9 he sow this slow agonizing death of Hedee, 

8 g¥ipping fear eame rashing upon his sensitive soul. Hever 
before hed he seen @ person die before, and now In the lone- 
liness of the night, the life wae slosly draining sway fron 
Medze. “ee she reslly dying? Fe could mot believe it. He. 
gtered et her often, sow her week and ligtless eyes, rer thin 
bony body which wes like 9 hollow shell. Ho life was evident 
-' in her fase, 9 osle white face, immobile, end queerly etrance. 
‘Deevite her body"s yallant stragcle for life, she wee gradaally 
losin strength, bat the breath of life elang stubbornly on, 
“refasing to flicker out eonpletely. 
Joel looked towerd his sother. she sat eloss to the 
— stek bed, esrins for the girl tenderly, Sa 


“ne rageoausly in the 

é ; moments of life. Sorried, ezhaaeted, ghe remained sitting 

r . striving bravely, i ease She sick girl. 
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f ‘Pearfaliy Joei remained in the far eorner of the rooa, 
afraid to gone any nearer, afreld to look Meige directly in 
¢ the eyes. Be felt lost ana forgotten in this moment of death. 
Victor stood nesr the doorway qaiet and nervous, shifting 
awkwardly on hie feet, looking at Madge, then qaickly looked 
away. To Joel, this cslaness broaght forth to him sn eerie 
ae qaeitty. it made his reslize that the coming death of isdge 
was 6 reality, and that it wee not a dresm efter all. Ali 
morning he hed felt pecaliar, like one sandering aroand in 
a fentestic dresa, waking ap saddenly, then fading into sleep 
egain. It was @ quecr sensation. Into this ominous silence 
ee which lingered on all day snd afternoon, there come to Joel 
ane 7) reallzetion that his slater wes beyond help. iwo dreary 
yesre she had lsin there, and doctors had come ané gone. 
How she eas dying, end nothing coald be dome for her. And 
fe ae Joel eazed at ledge again, he knew too thet she herself 
ip mast know that she had not long im the world. She coarhed 
| now end then, @ load ahnrill comeh, saffering snd often caln- 
Bes. fal. A sharp caln ren over Joel eve rytioe he heard it, feel- 
: ing every emsll pain, every aiffiealt gasp of breath. 
| Madge’s eyes held a dead and frightened look. Joel 
looked away quickly. 411 eround him the silenes hugged into 
the nooks ani corners of the walle. He glanced st Victor 
again. ‘Victor dia not move, remaining stiff ané rigid like 
—® statae. 3 | 
: Joel becone atsey, athented ty the foal sickly air 


which filled the interior of the whole room. Unsble to wateh 
ak Madge sny longer, he went quietly into the kitehen, and open- 
ee Ing the back door, he peered oat Into the derk night. ‘The 
, night was engalfed with a gloomy desolation, covering the sity 
with its anguish. Oat fron the darkness qeune Usdge's saffer- 
ing cough sgain. Joel felt hls body grow frigid with fright. 
‘He eloged the door end cane inside. Now In the soft aellow 
Light he scw Hadge’s face seein. Ler eyes head a heantins 
look, so strange, so for away. Bat her eyeballs were the 
strangest of ell. Sonetiaes they glistened oat in s most 
eerle manner, oné once Joel caught » glence that brought 
ehill acon Kina. 
Tow Madge ley very quiet sna ealm, her thin hende fail- 
ing weakly seross her sunken chest. The smother held the 
etip of the dying girl's hands in the palms of her warm ones. 
Even at this moment when he could see her setualiy dying, 
Joel could not believe it was trae. It seemed impossible 
that Wedge, now still elive, #oa21d soon be dead. 
often in the lonely night In “is room Joel heard that 
‘glek end terrified cough broking throach the silence of 
i night. Once he wes weakened by It, and then in the welrdness 
4 of might he heerd it, = lonely, welling coeh, ana he felt 
that the night iteclf was death ealling. Bat now it was not 
@ dream any longer. ledge seas aetaslly dying. 4 heaviness 


eane over Joel, and suddenly hia. eyes filled wlth tesrs, ana 
he wes ahable to control then. 
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Silence enveloped the whole house, sinking into every 
Ai ereck and cornerf. Sothing stirred. Outside the sind kept 
‘one howling through the street. fhe rain slashed agsinst the 
tle windows with renewed vigor 
a fhe senve of time end reelity wes lost. Joel was not 
| | gongelous anymore of time and space, he only knew thet Madge 
y wes dying. He felt slone. Guietly he aade his way to the 
‘te a far corner where Victor was stending. 
os : "Yon don't think thet ledge is going to die, ao yoat" 
z . "he asked fearfully, his volee cold end strange. 
ae | “Don't eay that,” Vietor whispered quickly, “she's going 
to be all tight." Bat even his volce held no conviction that 
he believed what he sald. 
Now in the soft sellow light Joel sheddered seein. Se 
felt a eold ghiver rannina through his body. Then sadéenly, 
plercing through the silence of the room, iiedgedchokea. She 
: e broke into a coaghing fit. Lising sae Saliie.” nae breath 
: ) gssping with tortare, Madge elenchea the bed with her knackles. 
E. Squirming end tossing, she was anable,control herself. She 
k. | ghoked, end oat from her moath there emerged s thiek greenish 
maens, foul and sickly, filling and pollating the whole room 
' @ith ite anheelthy smell. Hadge moved In her bed, and in 


her eyes 2 great feer crept, leaping suddenly over her whole 
emsclated body. Her south eaped open, bat from it there 
geme no soand now. GQuivering with pain, her throst twisting 
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| She hed lost her volee, and now like fighting maniac she 
moved end writhed tormentingly. Her eyes bulged ap white 

and ghostly, her mouth opened wide, ani her hands clenché4é 
against the bed tightly. ‘it was & ghastly eleht. 

) ‘Unable to inion what was happening, Joel watched 
<n on, startled with fear, sn@ he felt his nelle biting deep 

ee into hisfflesh. | 


2 4 Por a moment even Victor wae ansble to grasp on to the 
Be facet that Madge was Gyinge “hen et lest the trath dawned 

- os apon cy oy he ‘rashed forwerd, and grasping hold of Madge, 

a) Pe he sige teste With 2 sadden spart of deadly strength, Kedzge 
Sis managed to free herself, and writhing madly in the ted, she 


“fought like a wild maniac. 

Ag Joel watehed, the trath dewned apon hia, leaving him 
Be ke of the naked trath thet wes happening before his ane 
believable eyese the elouds which blinded hie vision Lifted 


suddenly, snd he seas left slone in his corner, stihl ansble 


he wept, silent and lost. 

Madge moved, writhed once with desaly strength. Then 
she moved mo more. She was dead. When suddenly the room 
beeame still ss the Lap body settled slowly back into the 
bed, Joel knew that 1% was sll over. Now 8 wide stillness 

lay over everything. The tears rashed to his eyes, aripoing 
: down ‘hie fsce, blinding him to everything around hin. When 
ies), te. wae able to check the. geen Sette end when the stora 
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to comprehend thet Madge wes almost dead. Alone in his corner 


ody, Sn he knew thet she vas really dead. Sow as 

= 7 as Bedge had aied, the loud weeping of his aother 
ec aan over the room. Yet in that weeping there wes a setle- 

iz a ‘faction that at lsat the girl was well, ond that she would 

@ not ‘have to eaffer anymore. 

Be Joel shaddered, and he felt @ eoldnecs Winging sroand 

;  bim. The aight came on like a dark heantine shedow, silent . 7 5 

: 7 end corles And into this silence there eane deathe : 
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Shapter Iwo 


Heanting, lingering dsys followed. A tomb-like silence 
settled dreerlly over the house, as if @ pulsing and vital 
breath haa sadienly beer suothered. Grayness, sadness erept 


everyshere. Joel felt a sadden coldness srocnd hia, & large 
empty void, hollow, withoat life or movement. ‘Suffering ® 


deep and polgnent pain, he wandered around the house in = sort 
of somnembalictic detachnent. Deep within hic heart, he carried 


a heavy sadness, yet he tried vallantly not to reveal Gen 


Deep, dork silence crept over the house In 5 miety veil, 


: hiding, ebsearing evergthing. The bond that held the three 


of then tocether wes now broken saddeniy, and the each felt 


2 teat strangeness for the other. 


Sometimes when Joel wandered into the room where Medge 


ones eecuslied he expected to see her there, lying there #eak 


and pale. For two eontinaons years he hed watched her saffer- 


ing, and even now when she was gone, he could not bring him- 
_ himself to believe that she was really gone. Yet here was 
the room, lonely, and forever silent. Zven thoagh Madge 
was dead, Joel gomehow sensed her etrange oresence in the 


2 bis Silence he monrned for her, 


emptiness of the FO0me 
his heart heavy with an ache and erlef. Often in his lonely 
days he thoaght suddenly of her, and thinking of her, he 


ss pafferea by himself, alone. He didn't reslize thet he woala 
ss mgs her co mach. | 
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a poe which ased to stare so frightened at hin. any days 


s- glemde@ his sind. Slowly as the aaze went by, the allenee 
ie tn the house begen to dissppear, fedine ewey antil it wos 


not anparent stall. “At this tine Joel notieed that Vie- 

tor WwaS once sore his ‘ownself, Sven his sother hed reseined 
her composure, although is wes very evident in her face 

Bet m thet she carried a decp and potenant pain ie the boson : 

ae of her aghine heart. 

st 'Vietor forgot Meage easily, qnickly. To hia, het 

dante. was gonethine that happened, r thing of the. pagt, fon 

gotten. But to Joel's sensitive mind, the dosth of Hodge 


rensined forever eresise and olesr. He dresat often of hee, 


a white, colds Hever, he gnew, world he te at Le to fore Ibe 


‘tes ‘eae death aiid glesr end anblemished in hile 
ofy. reminding Bis often of her oer her saffering 


had gone by now, ond still th: nenory of thet cinter night ) 
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nw again her 9114 eyes, the open mouth. He Bow hex deny face, ; 


Chapter Three 


‘Bat no sooner hea normaley settled once more over the 
householé that a new sadness eame rushing in to bring added 
trageay to Joel. Shen Medge passed away, he felt detached, 
broken from a vital plece of life that was once hinself. 
@hen he thought that the glhom had gone, and that now he had 
to suffer no aore, his mother fell Llle Completely spent, 


- exhaasted by she long hours near the bedside of the girl, 


her strength gone, she lay in bed, pele and week, end for 
eeuntless days she reméined 50 far away, so aloof to the world — 
around her that she frightened Joel. Sometines when he looked 
et her, he thoaght he saw Madge there, then when he looked 
7 agein, he saw his another's tired and worn out face. 

How into his complete loneliness and sarroanded by 912 
this anfortanete grief, Joel felt separeted far away from 
the world. There were deys when he felt extremely melancholy 
ena dail with life, anable to penetrate throagh the gloom 
and see the bright side of life. Belng by netare @ very. 
quiet ena sensitive boy, this illness of his mother cane a8 
@ new end bitier pein to him. He auffered slong with her, 


and thas he felt cold ena frightened. 


Many times In his room, sitting alone, separated fron $e. 
~~ mortal ilife, dreaming of things in vague recollections, 
* “Joel felt @ ‘Strange loneliness and in these monente of deso~ 
Ge  letton, 8 » Faohing strean of sadness swirled sroand him aw 
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engalfing him slong the saffering eurrent, drifting hia 


into the alseries of the life and people around hin. He 
felt destitate in the aldst of this enotional and mental 
conflict. 
Now his brother Yietor was not as sensitive a soal ss 
Joel, and the atmosphere of pein and poverty wae buat just 
| & fleeting glinpse. Eat to doel, it bit deeply into Als 
sensitive ming, end his inner self rebelled against it, 
’ yearning for 6 new freeion to Lift him oat of the peinfal 
surroundings. Trequently in the soft teilicht of the eve- 
ning he set on the steps of the house, end while he est 
there in decp thoucht, he gazed far out into the life aro and 
hia, end his heart grew heavy with grief. The whole aniverse 
wept with the saffering mass of hamanity which secmed to 
be forever in pain. Sonetimes the image of Eadge would. 
eome suddenly before his eyes, © hsltacination, and then 
- opentng his eyes wide in bexilderment, he so" only the empti- 
| Bess of space. it wee queerly strange to think that S“edea 
: was gone. Wave apon gave of emotionel eonflicts game over 
“him in these moments. Thas he was eaaght in this anexplained 
fear of desth, and into his loneFinese now, he felt apart. 
Meany aon chs later when his mother got well, Joel felt 
a teaporery Joy ageines ts 
Bat e daep wound came into his heert when he was told 


= 


thet they were to leave this house forever. dis mother 


(bola hia, her valce sheken ana aneven, and when he esked 
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her why, he tarned her ead oway, and was slowly weeping 
te herself, Then eealy he made his way to his roon, gathered 
whetever possessions he *e4 and with his face averted, he 
wept to himself. Ané as he pleked his things together, he 
knew that aemories of this hoase would remain ever clear in 
his mind. 

Ghen at lest they moved into the small tenement hoage 
in the poor region of the city, doel realised how mach he 


missed his forner homes Now he felt etrengely awkward. 


Poreed into the poverty of this new life, he ess ewept 
anexpeétedly into the carrent of saffering, end he fonnd 
hinself carried awey, rashing onwards towerds the dark 
abyss of despair. Sadness loomed ap dark and menacing 
Ground hia, farlous and crashing in ite terrific power, end 
he was powerless to stop It. Thus he wae cSaght in the 
maelstrom, and there was no eseape, while ell the time the 
regineg foree of the straggle deaty apon his sensitive persone 
There srose in him a bitter desolation, sad and hard to 
eradicate, which forced s melancholy existence into hie 
now blesk ond berren life. Oecasionslily throagh the thick 


maze of gloom he saw a sporedie flesh of supreme joy, only 


te be swept away suddenly by the derk ominous sarroandings. 
Ana thas the days passed by, sluggishiy, forever 


dark and haanting. 


Chapter Four. . | 


In the envaing years that passed tediorsly by, the death 
of Madge entrenched deep into Joel's soenstiive winds ony 
-~  iaes he thoaght of her, end of that winter alght when she 

passed anny in pein, oold and white. By thic time Joel @in~ 
soveres thet Geath was not just = lome peacefal sleep, #2 
_bie mother hea talé hia long 620. He see people die, and 
he ‘Saw weenie cont ng inte the worls egein.e When ® yperson 

fies, he ls pat into the bowels of the earth, there to =—s 
and never to retarn enymore, forevere 

Into his eonfuecda ond whirling mind, the thought of 

death eene often, an&@ sometimes fearfully. tried as he did 
to forget ebout Medge, yet he cannot, for he resembereé the 


, Ff eoone, and it leld a Markt and dn Loprecsion an him. 
ae, t 


=~ | Steadily, elthongh Re yas conscious of it et first, 
“the fear of dying bailt iteself\npon his tortured atnd antil 
the very wention of desth alvdys brought te hte a eolé fecie 
inge With his feer dominating hie mind, fool realized at 

“Asst that he wee really afreids Often in his lonely deye, 

: ce éeys when he wag slone ané seperated fron the friends sna 

2 eonpenton, he thongkt seein of Life, of hie carly deye in 

i the oa honee. ff 416 not seem possible to hin thet his sister 

q in. head played en? lenrhed with him wee no More nove & | 

ereay ast goalan't go ewey so eaddenly, and rémained forever — 

end forgotten. ) 


car 


oes: ae whole patter of earthly exietence sesmed to change 
es over eaddenly, , shen ahe went avaye it was ee if a vitel 
ss spark of 1ife had suddenly flown eeay into the distance, lost, 
forever forgotten. And Joel was not able to edjust » hiaeelf 
7 to the normal world. And he thoaght of death again and oftene 
He felt a new edness, a depressed anguish in his delly 
| existence, 8 new end unexpisined feeling whlok broaght te ala 
i: hes - only the weeping and gloom of the universe. He beesme deeply 
melancholy, aneble to believe eaycore that there are gladness 
end joy in hia life. {0 Bia everything either lived or died. 
And 4cath come more often than births Life was the t~glaning 
of exletence, the joy, the bright life, heppiness. Death 
was the end, the gloom, sadneste it was the long silence of 
forevers Be found it hard now to focas hinself with olear- 
ness and precision upon she changing seene sround hide 
Something in his live wae gone, ani he coaldn’t reesp- 
¢ tare It enymore. : 
Bass: ghas in monote ous rhysan the G@eys went one Nany gumaers 
and winters had gone by already, snd yet Joel gearne’d silently 
for Madge. | moe 
Only in Bummer when the trees were greca with iesves, 
and when the world gang ite song of eprlastiae gledness 4s 
joel] abis to forge’ the areary outlooz on life #nich ghouded 
ee bis perplexed ainde 
ae ee Bammer anen the strong vitel best broaght to bia onzengte 
oP ona ‘vitelity, © nes carging of Life withia bine 


| It was then that he could be able to azez in a ddcp 
“preath of vigorating sir ond know the gorvelose tones of 
natare. Bright golden deys they cere, fall with the senze 
of frait and throbbing of life. The sleeping sorlé sadsenly 
blossoned forth into all its asgnificent flowers, vexing fron 
its sleep, flowering into 2 sons of cheer. ; 
thle realization weshed avny the doubte end blieek thoughte 
fron Joel's person, end the joy of living come over hin, sliser~ 
deg bis vision to the seenee of the world. ; 
One Gay in the hot sasmer Joel went ap te the roof of . 
the house to get = bresth of alr. It was a hot Gay, when. 
the wera guatie wing breeceé everywhere. It wes Sanday, and 
a great peace bad esttled eslaly over the ality. Far evsy te 
a the left among the purple Alle in the fer distence, Josl sould ~crt — 
| elesyy the magnificent trees sweeping across the hills esinet 
the turquoise sky. ‘the whole lend beneath hin shone ilke 
8 clesr jevel, glittering, bright. The wind foazht ite wey 
threagh the singing leaves, end @ joy of elivenszec, of bresth< 
ing cane over Joel. He ley fown in the hest of the warm sun, 
| staring out into the far distence. Eow eala it wes on this 
ss @ay, mo worries, no doabts, A leisurely pesce set-led over 
me the lang, ené now it reianed eacreme for the moment, lingering 
end Indeed beeitifar too. 
% £ pew ané complete frecdom surged through Joel, anc deep 
in his heatt there leapt a nes joy ena gledness. 
Be ihe Gently, the treec eucyod wlth the wind. 
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Hith eyes lifted towards the sky, he thought: If life 
was only like this, anraffled, anpertarbed. Por this suprese 
moment he wes able to forget the despondeney of the world 
around him, the very firet time thet he could thrili at the 
trangzil peace. Like the trees and wind, living end breath= 
ing, Joel drew in a deep breath, and he resliged suddenly 
that he was just @ sinate aton in this Immense aniverse. 
Unconselously there came to hin at this nonent & reeali sation 
thet a great and sarging power was all around him, @ power 
which he was not able to reslily espture, bat which he felt 
joyously now and then at the strangest nonents. 

Onee lone ago he remembered when he went seross the bay 
in the darkness of night, fecling greatly suaited by the 
benaty of the derk city. He went ap om deck then. Far 
below his wae the dark bey, radiant and glowing in sleep, 
silently surmaring, stretching oat into the distance. There 
was something so beautiful, so awe-inspiring in the magnifi- 
gence of the night that he felt like breaking into tears. 
As he stood there tn the sldst of the strange silence at 
that time, he felt a strong desire to burst forth into song, 
to recapture that certain feeling, thet surging joy which 
eame over him. ith hie heart fall of joy, he drew in a 
deep breath, and «as completely exhilerated. Darkness was 
@ll sroand hia, broken only by the spsrkling city lights 
far sway. ith his face lifted, he sang out into the dark- 
ness of his suprese Joye 
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oo , “Agetn end | again he was 11 tted hieh inte eared tation, sn4 at 
u nee he nas 20. lifted in his go7falness, thet elthough hie 
= mouth Btooe #illingly open, he Goald not utter any word. 
| wi bite incident hed remained unblenished In hie memory, end 
tn he ‘thought beok of It, happy im his remembrances, 
a Pe again, this sunday morning, he felt that seeret, strance 
‘power which gave hin-a eonfldence in life tteelf. It brought 
forth to him courage, strength, ang 2 willingness to go forward. 
| Sleeping memories which stirrea within hin suddenly evoke, end with 
| aa hie eyes bright with the enthusiass of life, he aozed far toward 
ce ‘the parple hills anid wae happy that he eas alive in thts aay. 
. Like 8 amooth robling river the afternoon slided alonz. 
‘Site the Sin and atr winging. thelr way theoagh the antroabied 
et day, Joal sensed & nev an4 Intense Pe&ling eripcing him. He 

was ‘liftea far auey ‘for this aonent of monent., “Ast more cen — 
5 he say ‘of the moments thet followed. Ne ¢iscovered new and 
cn strange things, secret, atrange, ani Indeed negnificent $09. 
Es The aay blosgocing Into flower, the whole world singing 
- tte ‘gong of eprinetioe iithiesa. Joel too besane the tress 
K z ond che flowers, eommaning sith ostare. | 
Meds When at test he cere down to the errthly worle seein, 
olen kner | that he hed discovered a new enthasiaan in life. Xeep 
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teres iedée. , I woald sever ‘kaoe any eadnees.” 
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be te 4 1a he zon nin ‘grail dreata and felt indeed wonderfal. 
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Chapter Five 


Yet that moment of vitel faith which cane sarging over 


Joel's person was bat only fleeting. As quickly as It came, 


quicker it dleeppesred, antil like « fest fiying bird sing- 
ing ite wey Into the fer distence, Joel was anable to re- 


esptare it egein. Ele mind, onee more douinsted by intense 


fear, Joel sank decp into aespair. He becave bitter with 
_ everything, everyoue aroand hia, fretting awey his time 


ana energy. Hoars at s time he eat slone In his room, 
staring oat into space, lost and detached frou his surround- 
inass The city lay wide and hage before hia, the pubsing 
life helted for the moment. Spending his dsye in & world 
of his own, self-sentered, by hineelf, Joel becane greatly 
melancholy, end still more lonely then ever before. 

Bis mind in e tarbalent «tate of anxiety, Joel wae not 
eble to reslize thet tneze worries were sepping his strength 
and vitelity to a great degree. teoh asy, each hoor, was 


a212 end -long, never ending. For a length of tise haunt- 


{ng éonbte end worries bad been agcunalsting within hin, 


bothering hin, snd now with a crushing force they smote 
down apon #ll Als sensitive person, and he was caaght In 


the fall fary of the impact. Loging 911 interest in life 


‘and the people sroand hin, Joel had no sore subltion or 


hope of the fature. Drowned in the aaze of rashing troables, 


tossed upon the sea of everlasting gonflicts, he wes sab- 


aerged into the sea of sednees. 


He was anable to anéerstand the eontinaoas confliet of 
his mind, hie mental gloom of the fatare, or the aeisnecholy 
aspects of life. Like one closed in beneath @ deep esvern 
he remained in the surroundings of the ominous enclosure, 
groping around blindly for the light. 

Three times the lesvea in the trees had blossomed forth, 
and three times they had shed their leaves, standing like 
naked skeletons i the winter alr, yet through these echong- 
ing years, the memory of Madge had come tefore Joel repeatedly. 
Sometimes in strange soments he sew her, and sometines he 
thought of her deliberately. Unable to anderstend his con- 
stant thoaght of Hedge, he tried often to diverse his mind 
te more pleasent things, bat siways he failed. By thie time 
the haunting fear of death had ballt iteelf 44 on immense 


and heanting aresd in Joei’s mind. It was s feer so grest 


that often he foand himself thinking of it, end it renasined 


in his mind for many days, so thet he coald not think of 
anything else. 
In qaueer moments sonctines he felt that Madge was before 
hia, and the years thet hed passed, really had not passed, 
end thet everything was but just a bad nightmere. ‘ried as 
he aid to rid his sind of the fear of death, he wos ansaccess<- 
fal. | 

He remembered thet winter nisht. Se remembered her 


A eyes, that heanting look. Sometimes Joel sow only her eyes 
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fleeting eerliy around the rooa, strange and ghostly, 
penetratins deep into him. Zven when he closed his eyes to 
“avoid looking divectly st thea, he sew those eyes, forever 
heanting him. He wae conscious only of time passing by 
| vapldly, with eyes and more. eyes around him, revolving, 
torning tn diesy rhythas 
in the darkness of night, he could not sleep, direaning, 
drifting beck to atrange anearthly piaces. Bed and sreen 
Light fiashed in the obssarity of night. His ears rang 
with frightening sounds. often in the alddie of the night 
he woke, and waking, he glenced fenrfally around him. He 
saw the tables and farnitares moving sroand, and strange 
volces spoke oat from the wells. He becans panic-strickened 
_ the fesr of death, and being afraid, he cowld not sleep 
for the rest of the nleht. And in the morning he would 
weke ap, completely spent and tired by the eerle fantasy 
ef night. | 
More aloof Joel becase, until he hed no mere hope 
or aabition left. His severanee of the bond with the world 
eroand hia was not deliverate, bat one which cane gradually 
over Ain, antil fearful ona eithdraen, enclosed in the 
ghell of pity ana fear, he was anable to ie himself 
into the world agains 
in the mldet of eaffering he was seere of & slow 
Bias * alselpating away of his vitel strength, eo graduel flowing 
> away of his health ona vitelity. aegastea with life, esddencd 


ESS eh, 4 ' ; : Pr: : rt ¢ 
ahh bes wet ais ON es a kh are ’ . : ae 
? As, Vom, fend ees o>, eee Son as a ’ " < es ue | Su et 


ade, Sot aie 


by the atmosphere sroand him, he beeane tired of living. 
Ana wearily the days passed by, forever slow and dail. 


Late one night he woke ap suddenly in the dsrkness, 


_ feeling lost and strange, and s peoulisr fear gripped hia 


With bewilderment. The house was juliet in the slient hash 
of night. The dsrkness wes strange end ominous. Joel felt 
as if he hed fallen into en eapty vold in space, lost snd 
sepereted from noise snd turmoil. Then eaddenly «2 load 
‘ringing gound thanderead in his ears, desfening, shrill, 
end almost anbeareble, draaming sg@inst his heed with 
terrific force. Slowly 5 vain begen to eresp over his 
body. Slowly getheringe force, steedily ereeping apwerds, 
it commenced, antil it was tts) bed, peinfal end charo, that 
Joel turied his head deep ander the pllilow. js body felt 
like © tight knot, stronaly enerled together with sherp 
entting steel. The pein slow in starting qaiekly developed 
to an anbesrable intensity. Like small darts of fiery 
 errows, it plereed dees into the body of Joel. He clenched 
his hends together, twisting ancomfortably on the bed, ssep- 
ing for breath. He turned to his right, then to the left, 
optil he wes frenzied with pain end horror. 

Elie body felt hot. He grew rigid with intense pain. 
Aeately the pain ren sil@ 211 over him, ao throagh his henda, 
then to his feet, bat sootly in his abdomen. 


The moments were everlesting, anending, it seened. 
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26058, chused by the suffering, case rashing o1% of 


hie eyeSe All around hin was the derkness, and in this dark- 
néss he osu grostesque imeges of fantestia thines, choirs 
| end tables which moved dissily around the room. ‘The dark 
night stretched out anendingly, and the coldness which sudden=- 
ly came over the night wes weird end eerle. At moments like 
this, his ming filled with strange things, things anconpre~ 
heneible otherwise, he felt sarroanded by phantoms froa 
far away. He saw his mother lasghing oat loadly, hie orother 
Vietor jaapine roe, shadows tarming, revolving in turning 
eireles. He closed hie eyes arain, bat the images remained 
precise snd clear, utterly peculiar and frightening. 
| The terrifle pain seeped into his very flesh and bone, 
biting and clenching him to pleces. Like the force of as 
sweeping harrisane, the pain gugee ail over him, enawing 
at tee inside of his body, erioping hia fh the fall fury 
a the storm. | | 
| At this moment a Gold fear swept apon him, end in this 
fear he became senseless to the terrifie osin which wae 
bothering hime Suddenly in the derkness he saw iedge's face 
4g@in. He saw her open mouth, her heanting eyes. Her face 
loonea ap elear and ghostly, drifting around the room. For 
the moment Joel wes aneonsclous of hie pein. His heart best 
very fast, knocking sgainst hie chest loadly. 
The ganse of death was everywhere, and Joel felt it 
in hie system, snd he became afraid. | 
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Zorgett ing the pain in hice fright, he felt better. It 
wee as if the gweeping harricane hed psssed-eand done its. 
destructive work, end now the lall, the peace care, soothing 
him in his sufferings. Slowly, es the pein left his body, 
his mina cleerea, nd the tense feeline of riglaity Slowly 
went avay from his body. He felt Sleep coming back to hin. 
| dust when the peace wes slowly gathering over hia, and 
_—« gt when he wes about to settle back to sleep, the pain 
ceme back again. By now, -he wes frenzied with intense 
Be 7 pain ané horror. Yet ®li daring the night he stack on, ¢con- 
ak  ‘Pident and sare thes the pain would go sway. He made no 
attempt to get ont of bed. He was too tirea for thet. He 
oo : felt hinself slipping again into sleep, then to be ewekened 
1. eeaias Starting saddenly from a dreamy. state, then slipping 
seein into sleep, Joel passed the night with confusion and 
Bea. | pein. It went on thos until Joel’s mind became blarred 
Be with visions and images. | 
Outside @ faint gray licht annoonesd the coming of 
damp. the eola wind blew in fresh and vitelizine. Joel 


drew in @ deep breath. He closed his eyes, end tossing, 
_eaffering, he finelly slept. 
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The tears mashed oat of dui eyes, teore ae fr 
of sufferings 411 sround him was the darkness, and in tte , 
derkness he saw grostesqas images of fantastic things, ohaiz a, 
tables, ana farnitares whieh moved in revolving rhythos the. ¥ 
 derk night sttetened oat anendingly, ond the coldness which - eS 
suddenly came over the night was weird and eerie. At b coments 
like ‘thie, hie mind: fillea with aegarin of strange images 
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; Chapter six 


| _ When Joel finslly sotke eerly the next morning, com= 
i. Sleteiy exhegeted, he felt 2 week oné hollow feeling in 
ve , the region of his stomech. He was eold, and picking ap 
hte robe, he pat it on quickly. His whole body ese spent 
with pein from lset night, and when he eolked on the floor, 
he felt as if he was floating in thin air, aneble to keep 
Velaeesé stesdy. Qatelide the sky was covered with dark erey 
@louds, and the rain threatened to fell any alnate. 
eer In the pele morning Licht he peered into the sirror 
pee Om the wall, startling eaddenly when sai sew how green and 
white bls fece sppeared, ghostly, areined white, without a 
sign of blood, The morning was cold end aray, and in the 
coldness of the room, he shaddered, feelins atrange and 
| lost in the ehill room. lHelfelt extrenely nervous, and 2 
pecaliser fright begsn to come over hin. fe busied hinself 
in the roo, ehatting the feer from fis mind. Tired and 
weak, he had 2 strong desire to go back into ved, to feel 
the wanath of the blenkets over him, to slexp undisturbed 
‘for the dey, to forget sehool end studies for the moment. 
| “He no longer felt the peln which bothered him the night 
. 7 a badeue, bat thers was = hollow feeling in the pit of his 
— stomsahs Ané@ he wes pond cord. Looking into the alrror 
again, he shudéerea to hinsel?. 


Ele fece was like = corpse. 
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he experienced leet night? Ho, It coalan?t be, it wes eo 
real and shuddering horror that till lingered in his atet. 

| Thinking beek of it sadéenly, he felt s greater fear than 
 @hen he wee in the mlast of eaffering his paln. He ae like 

: one who went through © period of intense pain, and who, in 
Pane. the tronbles of the moment was unswared of the danger, and 
es 6: who ‘flonlly sensed the danger and realized how fortunate he 

: ae wee to get oat of it alive. 
Whe. ines He shuddered. A ghastly feeling ease over hin, 5s feel- 
‘ 2 ing of dleintegrstion, of elnking down towards the esrth. 
Me ; ‘Be lookea around the room. How queer it was for him 
foes to feel so strange and lost, and afraid. He basied himself 
a in the room, trying to forget his fear of death ogeins There 
ie wes death in the room end everythere, out in the eold morning, 


-——sAnside the bare walls, in the house, within hia, slowly 


= disintegrating away. Ghis wes the beginning of death, the 
| empty vold. He dressed quickly, his hands trexbling end 
shaking continuously. The room seezed to tarn ercand kin. 
a When he eane downstairs the smell of wera food neaseated 
him terribly. 
His sother was putting @ eup of coffee on the table. 
"Eat your breakfast, Joel,” she ssii, "you*re lete." 
_ dael stood there looking at the food, his stomach tight 
ae scad. 
*i'm not hungry, mother." 


| "Sone #erm food woalé make gon feel mach better in a 
 @old daz like thie,” she sald, sit-ing down, slowly sipping 
her coffee. i. ; 
ap © just éon*t fool like bap. this aorning," doe] «eld 
irritable | 
Ele mother loozed up at him. 
is “What's wrong, Joel, you're so white ond pale thie 
Be. orate. Don't yoa fees) well?" 
oS He said sallenl;, “there's nothing wrone with me, i 
jast not hangry.” He went into the kitehen, tarned on the 
water and washed his fcee. The oold water revived hia 3 
“Aittle, and he felt better. 
He felt eross asa irritable, dceiring to be slone and 
away from the hoase. Soushow, he gannot teli hie mother of 
‘ . _ what he had teen throagh lest night. He eannot bring himself: 
| to tell her aboat it. | ooh. 
| He went up to his room ané got his books together, then 
he cane down, put on his cap, and went ont inte the grey daye 
adking Shroseh the street, he felt depressed, end the baild- 
ings wept with the dall aay. 412 &roand him he sew only the 
| greyness of eedness and in mowents lize this, he felt like 
shabting himself away fron the noise end turmoil of the ¢lty. : 
A gheotiy, melangh oly feeling came over him, and he felt | " ! 5 
in thet life was bat jast one continacas rhythn of endless : a 
a ond cai adaadd ‘is ind beosne namb with fear, © heant= oy 


Joel glanced at the sky ag@ine It wag derk and heavy, 
the thick clouds messing together, threatening to rain at 
eny moment. The alr around Joel wae cold, ané his feet 
became etiff. He ran slowly to keep himself earme The #ine 
ter eir soothed his tired body, Invigorating Ala, end then 
Slowly he felt hie anger end irritable disposition leaving 
his body. Caloness settled over hig ming temoorariiy. 

then ones more, strange ss ever, his sind wandered off 
in detached thoaghts. Why is it thet he is slways thinking 
o@ death? Hes it tecome e hountines obsession that keepe 


troubling him eonestently? se woald think no ore of it. He 


woald forgct it nnew There is still life around him, vibra< 
ting an@ vital. Yet here he is, thinking of death sgein. 
alking, his miné stlil in se eonfased tarmoll, Joel 


finslly etopoed before the echool. He felt as if he had come 


back from on eerie dream of long age, end that now he was 
back in the normal world. He went quickly inside end felt 
warmth end comfort around hime | 

His ming in » whirling deze, anable to concentrate on 
his books end studies, Joel wandered from one classroom to 


another that morning, dreaming, lost and strange. ‘orries 


Glustered his sind with sental tortare antil he had no come 


fort whatscever. He shivered, shrinking within hiaself 
for warmth and confort, deapite the waranesa of the roome 
By efternoon he was so sick, he felt faint, snd he could 
herdly walk eithoat feeling that he would fell eny moment. 


The terrific pain which bothered hia the nicht before 


mow ceme again. Sterting slowly, grodansily »ailding ap to 


@ sharp, acate pein, Joel gasped for breath, dreading every 
moment of his tortare. His abdonen felt like a hot volesna, 
reséy te erapt, bat the hot embers lay smothering within hia, 
flaring out at aonents, then elowly eooling againe The inside 
of hie stomech felt like barning, bat hie outer self was sladst 
frozen. hile he eat there in the room, he fell into » dreamy 
state, the room becoming more indistinet the more he saffered. 
The sfternoon somehow managed to drag by shawkhy. @hen 
the bell finelly rang, announcing the end of the schoolday, 
Joel was so cold, he palied his sweather aroand him tightly. 
He pat his books emay in the locker, aade his way out 
to the etrect. Parte of the aky hed become black. The cold 
wind raged all sround Joel. Growing colder within hineslf, 
he tarned the collar of his cost ap. The pein, still enewing 
in his abdomen, was at an anbeareble peak now. fe could hardly 
breathe. . ; 
: Suffering, gasping for breath, he stooa in the cold wind, 
eagerly walting for the ear to comes. He felt s slight trickle 
of rain in bis face. It was beginning to rein. The rin 
fell on the street wetting 1t antil it was like a smooth 
mirror, shiny and slippery. it seemed like long tedious years 
before Joel hesra the rumblings of cartrecka. He got into 
the car, fesling completely drowsy and weak, hic whole body 


frozen by the rain snd ind. Fantastic images drifted before 
“le eyes, ana he blinked his eyes often, »freid of S41lhge 
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ints slees. By now the rein ees falling down in torrents. 
Like one lost in » fentastic nightmare, the trip home wes 


® Series of vague snd dresmy haliacinations. The people 


blarred into nowhere, then coming back suddenly to his visions. 
Eis pein wes so bead now thet he writhed in his seat, moaning ® 
andibly. However, after whet seemed like an endless period, 
“he finally reached home. By this time, he could hardly walk. 
Ze felt himself sinzkine @ormn. Then saddenly his eyes grew 


 ‘bleck, end he senk heavily to the floor. 


& @lasy feeling 4ranned sgsinst hie head with terrific 
foree, and Joel eaw flgares soving like eerie epirite, strange 
end peenlisr, and the volces of the people were like those 
of setrenge beings. Then there came to him suddenly thet 
e@keard feeling of sleep that wes not sleep, and when he 
opened his eyes once agein, he sensed the feeling of not 
knowing, of forgetfulness. He felt s coldness, © numb sink- 
ine feeling inside his weekened body. He sat ap te bed, 
etreining his eyes to eaptare thet intangible fecling that 
he ia slive, and that he io here, and thet everything is 411 
right. In sach erities] moments he felt es if he wes in 
another world, awsy and far apart, yet eo very near. 

He ley im ded, deep in pain, his eyes blinded by tears, 

stering oat at the blank walls. Se tried to eleep, bat 
-_. Bleep would not come to him. He lIsy down on his white 
plilovw, tirea, exhausted, anable to comprehend the etrange- 


ness thet cene to him in cach moments of utter dexpaire 
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At might when he ewoke saddenly in the darkness, frightened 
and cold, he saw dancing ficures before his pagzled eyes, the 
imege of & lady he once knew, the figure of his mother leaugh= 
inge He gazed with complete bewlldersent at this strange 
scene, bat the images remained, and when he hid his head in 
the plilow, they sppesred from andernesth, from above, piere=- 
ing the obscurity of the weird deep nicht, a night of dissy 
fanstisme | 

Delirious with fright, he soon fell aslees, completely 
tired out by the eerle fentasy of the queer nicht. And when 
the morning light begen to eke through the white windows, his 
courage retarned, ond he was 6 little brave. | 

Then the same regular events took place, his medicine 
three times @ day, his morning meal at nine. The whiteness 
of the walls, of the whole plece nede him ehadder. Ee thought 
of faner°l marches, chanting of shoirs in the chareb, and the 
tombstone in the graveyerédwhi le the unceasing rein beat 
apon it. Then he tried to forest, to diverse his thoughts 
to something plessant, bat the everlasting scene of death 
remained indoaiteble, piercing sharply his theaghta so thst 
he had no comfeot whatsoever. 

The long weary day passed ‘on, and the wind and rain 
beat upon the window panes, and he heard the cold wind of 
December sighing in the hush of night. A fecling of death 
ealled to him, beckoning him to join the wailing of the 
night. He ssw the bright light of candles shining, he 
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heard the song of chanting choirs, ana then his meavry fodea 
Sway into the unconsecloas vold of nothing. Joel felt hinself 
Grifting towards the whiteness of nothing. 

On a certain night when the cold rain fell throughout 
the night, Joel saw 9 danolng green figure coming into the 
window nesr the wall, The ficsure waved his hends and told 
him to follow. The sir was chilled, cold like the water 
of the Artic See. The dancing figare came close to hia, 
and spoke in = hollow voice, and he felt s e014 grip on his 
feverish forehead. Ontside the wind howled, and continued 
to sigh in the cold, wet night. 

fhe next morning they found him in his bed, his heart 
scarcely beating, his face white like s sheet. And Joel, 
in his sleep heard the nurmaring of voices, the continuoas 
moving eroand of footsteps. 

“Joel,” hic mother’s volee acoke ont. He felt the 
dripping of hot tears on hig gold face. | 

“He is very week,” another volee pat in. 

Then Josl felt his bresth esaght. in his dry throat. 

His spine was ley, end he shuddered. 

Footsteps movin’, moving. Images blurred before Joel's 
menory, flashes of churches,. tombstones, singing choirs, 
Giczy whirling of the whole scene and place, 2a confused 
pattern of frogen Images, all these came and wert like a 
heanting dreem. ‘lowly his conselousnéss cane back to hine 


He heard his mother*s voice, "Oh, God, he is sovinge” 


Be ‘Ant. when he opened his eyes, he saw once more the white 
Bi : room. le felt as if he hed retarned fron some strange land, 
«bask to someploce fomtliar. He reelized how close to death 
he was, and how 2 airacie esved hia et the last moment. iI6 
’ - wae so strange to hin, this pecaliar fecling of coving back. 
‘Bow a8 he lay down to men again, his breathing beosme 
regalar. 3 

He eonid aistingal sh the faee of his aother above hime 
ee Then lose to her, he saw Vietor, looking down at him. Hear 


‘him was the doctor, baslly writing oat @ preseription on 2 
pad of paper. | 
Joel knew somehow thet he was ell right, end he felt 
eonfident and sare that sonedsy, somehow, he would be com- 
pletely well agsin. His eyelids felt heavy. He drifted 
into pescefal Slecde 
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Chapter Seven 7 


Joel breathed easily. The violet rey lnap fait sooth- 
ing to his week boay. He Closed his eyes tightly, shatting 
aat the glaring light, feeling for the first time . coafrot 
and peace which were denied hin for so long. Se felt strong 
and vital agein, and lying down in the eoush, the lizht 
shining down upon his body, he thought back of the many 


months thet hod gone by. Three months hed passed bz, he 


temembered, and daily, regulerly, he hei come ap here. Now 
in hie third aonth of illness he felt for the first time a 
Slight laprovement in his eondition, hie frail body had 
developed @ little flesh, ani his green face lost mach of its 
paleness. Lying down in the soft coach, he remembered each 
jay and each month as clearly as if everything hepoening was 
before his eyes nov. This was 8 long bitter batile which he 
was fighting with all his strength. | 

The months haa go 


ons by tedioasly, and evill he was held 
in the grip of hekenens Sometimes in the early dasn he woke 
ap with strength after a night of calaneas, bat when late 
afternoon eane rushing on, hie strength and vitality dissipated 


away, leaving hia mach seakened ana tired, 


He woald lie down In bed, feoling weak and forever pale. 
Daring these moments of weakness, Jool felt lost. In 
his room he had a slose Intimacy with death and #23 afralae 


In his aays of complete Sickness, Joel felt greatly 
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depresséd, and frequently during the day end night he would 


lie in the softness of the ved, st«ring oat into the anfathon- 
“le derkness, experiencing the qaser sensation of not be- 
Longing in the existence of life. Alone he was, bitterly 
melancholy and dull with life. Poreed into this loneliness 
of Seine by hisself, shat away from the rest of the pulsing 
world, he was ewept into the current of fear. elthdrasn and 
feorfal, he eat in the pele light of the room, opening his 
eyes egain to remind hiaeelf that it wes not e dress, bat 
@ reality, he wee lost in the silence which was like s heavy 
blanket sroand hin | 

From the sedness of the earth, hidden behind « soft 
gentle kindness, there came forth e ersel and violent anger, 
ené it wee thyoagh this anger thet he saw the revealing | 
pain, the ainaries of the world at large. Worried, troablea, 
he became disgusted with the ordinery routine of life. A 
hollow existence, an eapty ghell which held nothing bat the 
‘weeping gone of despair, this was life. 
And lying ander the violet-rey leap In the dogtor's 
office, he felt for the moment sn ease end comfort, & peace- 
fal eleep like the gentie touch of = lover's aras.  Seothed 
temporarily bg the warm hest, he rested, but decp within 
him the roote of hie illness were firmly entrenched, ready 
te flere again et any moment. 

Thus more or less deliriously, his life drifted past hin 
‘ like phantoms of the past. , 


ty 


Chapter Sight 


| Ponderoas days again and agsin. Unending and dreary 
months tooe The sense of time and space revolved diszily 


@roaund, the tangtbie feeling of elivaness wee emothered in 
the worries of Joel's alind. Far away, separated from the 
‘mortel world, 1t seesed, he gazed apon the changing seene 

3 with startlea eyese Prom the deep hole of despair he Gee 
i valisatly to 1ift himself, striving to seperate hiaself from 


the miseries and doubts, yet the more he tried, the more 
Geeper he senz into the abyes of darkness, anable to penetrate 
the dark surroundings that swept ragingly over hime 

He felt so far away, detached, eat off, and now engulfed 


in the remorsefal seene, he was s different person, one thet 


frightened hie inner self. OGutwardly he wes a pele corpse, 


end inverdly, he would not believe thet he was helf alive 


and helf dead, Often his memories Grifted back to the 014 
_hoage, back to the days when Medge wes alive. Like e sadéen 
dream, h¢ sae once sore the scene, that cold winter night 


when she passed away. Ghaddering sagein and seain, e haanting 


eoldness ease over him. Wave apon wave of chillness broke 


- over his frozen bodys 


Yet throagh @il this grayness he held on with a cane 
of the fature, a fatare so far away, lstest and bard to 
reseh. It wes this intense and anshekenea feelinc, & long- 
ing for life thet saved hia, that aided him , that helped him on the 
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bere and berren days when life was cloaded with worrles and 
 @oabte. It was this desire to live for the time being thet 
gave him @ new ond confident feeling, ené was enough te pall 


> him through the hard and trying days. He thorzht sgain of 

Rie days, of hie loneliness, and it ease forth once again 

a like 4 bad dream of nightmeres. There were tines in his 

e pee _melencholy existence that he thoaght serhaca he was slowly 

i aisin‘tesrating away, Slowly ooginge away to @ bitter end. ‘tried 
E : as he did to destroy the thought from his mind, yet he was 


| not able to do so completely. ‘There came to hin od oaa moments 
‘. = qaiok rapid visions, glimpses of things anreal, ge tnaths wd 

| everlasting sadness, ecenes which threw him oft of rhythm with 
% ;  @aily life. ‘he fatare stretehed out anendingly, anreel. 

ae In the coneelousness of his alni, Joel sensed « bitter 


Bret i feeling toward life. Constently, thoagh he «ished it other- | 


A. : wise, he thoaght sgain ané again of dreary and grsy seenes. £ 
larking dsep in the back of his mind were worrles that lingered 
onwards, forting him to doubt that he woe well. Like s heavy 
stone which sank quickly into the deep pool, so these thouchts 


ae  palled Joel into the well of deep gGespeir. He felt and saw 
the reslity sroand hin, yet it ees heard to gresp. It seemed 
Be 8a anobtainable, separated from him ty a thin bat absolutely 
@ - inpenetrable veil. Like one who was eat off from the strean 


of life, he stood willingly by ta enter into the nortal 
world egein, vat he Wee too far @way to teke the steps 
‘In the midst of isolation from everythice, everyone, 
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he hed a su@ien awareness of time sweeping by rapidly. ‘Zhe 
reelity sroand him was obseured by the vell of doabt. before, 
he might have hod a sense of time and the pattern of earthly 
existence, bat in the akdsat of ewiFling harriosnes of worrles, 
he was lost, and thus he shaddered, frizhtened by his new 
oatlook on life. Has it been months now that he hed not 

seen the interlor of 2 sohoolroos? Hemories ef school, tea- 


obese, atadente were Like phantom @resns of long ago. They 


i 4 


sdened so far aways ) 

| At. the approsch of sammer once again, Joel felt a new 
“‘Wlerease, in cower, in soirit. Vitality and strength reecd 

: thong | his once slugeteh systea, feeding his body well. He 
woala lie in the earn san, enjoying the fresh and vital Sire 


‘ Bae 


ep reo, ae wonla 


tence was a favorite soot of hie In 2 
a po there often, lying down for hours, thinking, wonder- 


ri: 


wey) He. vas aware at his strange behavior af being by hin- 


fort 80 often. So longer hed he ny desire to agcociate with 
dren apo hime e 


pala ie dee the light. Ulke)anjentmal startled by fear, 
* took sainde red aroand in confasite gireles, getting more dizzy 
ie jeach step he took. 

if at night when he darkea ene ange in his room, he woald 
a Da tte the deep aorknese,, and in hia imeginetion he 
aig) ate| targes of things, at nope deedé end elive and he 


Pras wh 
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would grow sfrald. He tried to £111 his alnd with things 
cheerfal an@ sanny, but he could not, for the sadness would 
(Gomme Surging out of nowhere, sweeping the brightness inte 
the darkness of oblivion. 

fhe days dragged by slowly, each with ueesured tread, 
Glouded with sadness, hidden in the gliom, forever dork end 
ominous. 
a ¢he summer ylelded away to autumn. iIn anfamn the leaves 
feil from the trees, dead yellow leaves, drifting avay in 
the rushing Wind. 4nd Joel lixe the leaves too dvifted auey, 
beck to the coldness end deadness of nothing. Caught ia the 
Wintry sir agsin, be was carried along like the dead leaves 
to far away, beck to the bowels of the decp earth, then to 
fFeapoear @gein thennezt year. 

Sudceniy he resiigsed thet one whole year had gone bye 
He wac still ander the doctor's care. Pear tbroze in apoen 
him, and often he wondered how much longer was he to be liks 
this. He hicself 414 not know. le had gone to the doctor so 
often that it was llke a habit. In the .orning he would go 
ap there, took his treatment, and then like = mechsnical 
instrasent come back to his homes. One whole year, dally, 
this hed happened. It was 011 © dream, he thought, Lt can't 
be trae. I can't be sick for Bo long. Bat when his conscisas 
cleared he knew that it was the trath. 
Ss Once, aneble to bear the thought any longe: to hiaself 
he ssked the nares who osred for hin with the tender ears of 
gather, “What ic heppening to ace? I'm eo cfroid. It'e been 
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gach a long time.” 
Phe narse looked at his understandingly. "You stop 
ae worrying, * ghe sold kindly, “and yoa'll be all right." 


 *Bat why does 1% takesso long for ae to get well?* 
ae ‘"Yoa're 8 sick boy, Joel," she told hia, "and it takes 
: a Little time for yoa to te well age ine” | 
a "here's really nothing «rong with ae, I mean, nothing 
a _ sertoas, is there?™ 

. ‘She leaghed to see ‘hie aptarned face, so searching 


and densnding, "Of course note Yoa"}i be all right in time." 


Listening to here, hie eyes searehing fer the trath in 
her eyes, doel knew deen down in bis heart thet it wes fool- 
ish to drown his mina with all these doubts. He fought 


is way into the clearer chs 
found himeelf worrying he thought to hicself: I'm ell right, 

— IM1L be all right soon. And so for the tine being, he felt 

| aolifted, looking tovera the fatare, towsré the aay when he 


nnel of thoaght, and whenever he 


woald be well again 


« | et 
ef Fe 
=. - fRP 5 
<9) 2 Se a ¢ 


Ghapter Hine 


In winter the rain oame again, Washing the eity slesa, 
sweeping away the dust and filth inte the gatters. ‘fhe 
e014 wind set‘iicd over the street, and the city shivered in 
eoldness. Sonetines = heavy fog gaze swirlins in fron the 
bay, hiding the lend sith ite ersy blanket. The trees ans 
 g@ecle were lize eerie white ghost. The pulsing life in 
the lend settled back into the bowels of the earth, there 
to sleep, avaiting the coaing of spfing. The trees shed Bheir 
leaves, and das deep 1460 the earth for warath ana conforte 

@he earth froze in the chiliness, and the snow case 
often and regalerly. It earpeted the street with whi teness, 
glittering like as briekt jewel. The life and breathing of 
the aniverse was hashed for the aoment. Spring snd summer 
waited in resdineces to sprout forth their glorye 

Deep within hia Joel felt a stirring, «= yearning for the 
bright golden doys of snemer. Drearily he watched the lené 
arffting into sleep. He saw the dsrk cloads fighting in the 
enay sky. ‘The san became afraid ani shone no more. 
| Rein and sore teins The wet aity was washed agsin 
“ena eagein by the felling shower. The brown earth drank in 
the water, and the roots of trees and flowers were Eni ee 
with ite life-giving flaia, Spring rambled beneath the 
earth, bat winter refagea to give ways Coldness sae everywhere. 
Joel looked forward to the coming of oprings 


The earth sighed, bat the sighing was smothered by th 
ever {6lling rain. Gray days. Deys of rain end snew. The 
sky wept uncessingly. Gradually the earth thawed away, and 


the white snow became water. ‘The land stirred in sleep, 


ready for suskening. The trees yawned, oroclalaing the com 


ing of life arain, ona the whole sountry waa ready to alive the 


earth ite ehildren in brrth. 


Joel too awoke from the slaggish sleep of slater. froa 


a long arosmy etete of vague reesilections, he emerged once 


gain. He felt the call of natare, the ¢ali of sovement and 


eotion. 
Spring cane flattering in like a batterfly. in spring 


the rain etooped. fhe green grasa and flowers shot ap 


Sorough the brown e¢erth. Life was sgain in bloom. The pals- 
ing life rambled through the earth, end the children of 


mature obeyed, sproating upwards towerd the fatherly san. 


fhe san snfled to Ale children thriving so sbandantly down 


everlasting. ‘And the warn alr, fall with sense of frait, 
‘it too, was indeed wonderfal. Zhe land grey heopy, and 


mother motare rejoleed. 


fhe trees once more wore thelr green eloske of leaves. 
fhe flowers dscoreted the earth with beauty and greece. 
' Sprine danced eracefally eWay. Samacr blossoned oat 


into hage magnificent flowers, scented with sweet perfame. | 
(@he current venesth the throbbing earth rashed with renewed 
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he earth sighed, bat the sighing 
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: vigor, fally awakened at last. Golden summer daye. They 
a whispered among the trees softly. The fulfillment of hopes 
ee and desires were within reagh. Ea 


to Joel, as he watehed the parede of the seasons go by, 


xy the sense of reolity, the sense of tine flew away like s 
ey , fleeting bird. Another year hed come and gone, and what ata : 
= it signify? sk etek) 
; z Es aid not know. Kegalerly he had seen the | eessone f 


geome wae #0, end yet throagh ail this, he was Ins sprt iat l ; 
os dream, in a hezy state of anreelitys Since the beginning. | : 
—_ of his illne:s he hed seperated himself from the world round 

| him. He found it hard to eascoeliate with people, to alpple: 


with them anymore.» In a world to himself, he was earpki bea 
often at the great Ne Seey thet had come over him 39 eFtdnpthy. 
In solitary confinement, he had ample time to think, me 
“pis thoughts he wes confased. A . hs ‘ 7 
Summer hed arrived, and he woke fron deep lanier. . ‘He 
| hea 4 desire to move away fron static surrounding, jana in * 
the fragrance of the de«p summer night, he moved among the 
shadows of the trees in an enchented spell of wonderment,’ 


Summer atretched forth lts golden fingers, and the leyi@’ vas 


eripped In the health end vitality which 1¢ geve forth, _ 
‘& peneation tinglead through Joel*s body. He was same 
‘bleh in 2 wave of elednese. Wave apon wave of enthasiaon | ‘ 
broke in apon hin, tossing hin hieh ta the glory of hope, 
electri fying hin wlth the gashing life shiek went earéine 
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through him like e gliding needle. 
@he warn evenings were gentle like the soft aras of @ 

| lover. The whole lend dathed in the glory of the shining 
moon, ond the earth siched with effeetion. Between the | 
‘ dark velvet darkness Joel sensed a glowing movement within 
| hime “iehts he left the house, walking in the Silence of 
: ‘might while the song of eheer pleyed around him, and tke seent 
Be : of pancent flowers flering everywhere. ‘The monotony of life, 
: washing eroand him helted suddenly, the dark cartain of! des- 
pair fell away, and the magnificence of living game over! 
hin. In this embrace of joy, he returned his love to the 
night, and he was content to be the lover. rae , 

Sitting oatside in the warm summer evening, the alz 
musieelly playing everywhere, the heavy veil of eload which 
hid the eagerness from Joel's eyes lifted cuddenly, ond. 
onee more he wes again alive end vital. ‘he long’ areazy. 
hours of aentel sorters dispersed away quickly, and a nem 
freedom of joy winged through hin. * bs i ‘\ 

Sammer fell gentiy and lended dt soft feete Fenotagted ). 


yee SA) 


h opened wide its 
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ever growing trecs and flowers the eaf 


ars to grect the daye Joel tos eisabenes forth in el} his 
glory, the petels of his yearning bloomed fragrant end pan= 
‘ gent, the sherp edges of pain and worries obseared for the | 
! ‘ moment, bat the roote remained alive end vital, ready to 


spring forth into esncerous growth. The corpse of his outer 


LY 


Joel watehed the movement of life in the earth. Like the “ 
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self had fallen avsy, the: worries and doubts varied ander 
the svelanche of joy, and now in the fall bloom of the 
a sammer season, his eyes ener for love and life, he moved 
a ellently end affectionately in his rendezvous 2ith life. a 
ss Badting, hoping, in this sapreae revelation of arenas, 
he glimpsed for the aoment | agein the stronge secret power, the 
power which Lifted hin high into the ec! stat 5 Se y of ‘saprene, 2 


thrill, and while he ata, the seen of” courage — leona otizrea 


i 


gently ageinst hime 
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Chapter Ten 


te was @ warm sammer. toy, the land quivering with werath 
and heat. the ean, like © copper penny, shene oat in elaane 
eplendor, glistentne end bright. 

Qaickiy the el ty gas way, end the oountry ane torward, 
extending ite weleone hana. Joel stered oat of the car's 
window, intensely stirred by the seenes sroand Rinse the 
open land stretched forverd like a rashing viver, forever 
Onwerds. ‘oade and sore rosds winding their “ey sroand: the 
neck of the golden hill, Shooting strateht towera She sky 
the hills climbed upwards, the. crownatbanehing the elopas 
ap above. it was @ dey of life, a “dey when everything on A 
eerth, every living thing, took a éeep breath, a day shen 
the eyes behold every little delicate detell howerer ont» 

The sky was elenred, stringed with white jeuellea aloud 
. Which flosted lesily by. The wh lendseape was Like. iO ¥ 
nester peintine, stroke on with magic brush of a geninse 
the day wae hot, werm, @né vibrating with the heat of the » 
healthy summer. On both sides of the roed ems1l hills Seneed aN: 
ap, decked with tell fragrant tress, resehing toword the »® 
open akys Stretohing far into the land, the roed carned, MeN 
twisted, ana finslly shot upwards toward a elope. ‘whe hills \\ 
rose and fell with greeefal rhythm, crawling skyward one = i uN 

moment, end the next dipping, dissolving ayy into the brown 


earth of mt aee patares 
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Immediately aoon entering the country's atmosphers, Joel 


hod noticed e distinet increaseé tn the waraness, and teking 
off his coat, he drew in a deep breath and felt vigorsted. — 
- Fresh and fragrent fruits alggled plessentiy together, poll= 


} 
eee. ating everywhere. All sroand the trees stood sith majestic 
| grece, tall and stately, forever beaatifal. Daw cling end 
--—=—=ié FLL Lat wA1d flowers ren levichly wild, smothering the 

7 _ --« fase of the earth with their beauty. In wondroge besaty, 


lke 8 a¢liieate trip into dreemland, Joel could not belleve 
thet what he saw wee sn actual reslity. Entering into another 
world it seemed, s world of pesce end cslm, © world he never 
knew, a deep and vitsliging feeling curged tingling through» 
hime How wonderfal it all wee, he thoacht, how trengall 
ané euiet. Impressed crestiy by thie gripsing power of 
natare, he reenlned quiet, staring out the car*s windows, 
peering ont into the dreomland sround hime | a 
Vietor érove slong, hhis eyes straight on the roads: : \ 
"I never inew the country's heat wes as hot ee this,” 
he sala, tarning to Joel. Bat Joel aian’t hear, being drank 
; - SEth the intoxlesting wine of the coantry elr. | 
The whole land before his eyes was profusely illastrated 
with the magico >rash of natare. ‘Scenes of pare wondrous 
beeaty pessea by, leaving s clesr vision in Joel's mind. 
aa Por thie soment ell the ugliness, the turmoil, the diseppoint- 
: ments and worries dissipated away from his mind. There 


eame to him sadienly the reslizetion that netare itself was 


= oye ee 


of himself, Away and spart now he was, seeningly 5 oe 


the new faith, the new power which he felt ones or twice 


mysterious, yet so understandeble at times, able to work 


miracles. In the midst of this wonderment the rest of the 
outside world was lost, ané Joel was lifted into celestial 
bewilderment, pare and anednlterated, while all sround hia 
the tide of secret and strenge volces spoke. The trees 
brought forth & meseege, so aid the lend itself, so aie the 
wind and eky. With hie alnd washed elesn of sll vacuae 


and meisncholy fears, Boel for the noment was unconscious 


hizh in the realm of ean unknown power. 


eA 


It le summer now, his inner self said, snd I am alive. 
I em the trees, and I am the rushing river. I am the air , 
which werme the earth. I am the eapbh which gives. forth 
life. I am everything todsy, Living, bresthing fee this uh 
moment of moment. Then thinking to himself azain, And what 
an I? I am life, a volce enswered, ond he was stirred by 
‘ 
before, bat never permanently. 3 oe 

on and on the scar racea Goward the country, towerd the 


4 One moment the 2and was stripped bare of everything, 


then when the osr rounded the carve, the trees an4 flowers ‘ 
eeme rushing ap once again, shouting checrs of welcome. 
Afternoon settled peacefully over the valley, and the 
san moved toward the west. 
Again snd again wes Joel stirred by the scenes round 


hime Even Victor noticed the enthasiasm in Joel's eyes. 
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"Loa seem to like the country very mach," he solid. 
ket < oe reslly nervelous, " he answered, drawing in deep 
preathfals of aits 


Riding in the cer, tho land gently slipping ved 
the trees warm with the heat of sunshine, Joel experienced 
a glowing and Lnepired sensation. Ee had acquired 4 new 
oatlook, & new impression as blue as the sky, ag ieseraam gS 
the wind, ss ssgnificent as the isnd iteelt. 

Afternoon cane and went gentlys . 

A fecling of peace, of satisfaction esme over Joel. 
Sonselously he lived now, really lived for this noment of 
Supreme joy, end like s ranning river that snddenly surges 
forth into the wonderuent of its tributeries, so did deal. 
enter into the abress which eprang forth from hime Sagroandéa 
everythere by this raveistion, he was thrown hizh, Litved 4 
far from the mortel world, swept inte the river of life end 


movement. 


Slowly efternoon yleided, and early evening cane. 

"Are we near the ranch now?" Joel asked. 

"Very soon," sald VYieter, and he raced the cer nore 
rapidly. 

SQ0n fer avey they could see @ small wooden house 
in the midst of trecs and shubtery, s weleome sight to Joel. 

And as they neared the rench, evening eame end covered 
them in darkness. 
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ie 7 Chapter Eleven 


Nothing broke the hage stillnese of morning. 4 aniet 


“summer morning of tranquil peace. Then suddenly from the 


throat of ea lonely bird tirere cane forth e song, & song of 
supreme eestesgyand Joy, winging throach the morning air 
in symphonic delight. The san flered bright In the sky, 


Sweeping scross the blueness. ‘S90 into thie besatifal 


qaletness there eame this song of frecdom. Par beyond the 
hilis lifted high their heads toward the celestisl firsussent. 


\ Brightly silhouetted sgeinst the sky, they were breath-taking 
‘Aint thelr wondrous beanty. 


af fhe san threw its beams on the walls ena flores, ilLame 


| indting the whole room with brightness. Slowly Joel stirtea 
‘in bea, and opening his eyes he saw the light of aorning © 


flering everywhere. The cleen vigorating elr wes wera with 


-ganehine, and it eame sarging forth abandsntly. 


Dressing qaickly, eager to wander ont into the glorious 


oabaoore, Joel was stirred imaensely. His heart sang out 


“In symphonic rhythm. In the other room he could hear Vie~ 
tor bresthing loudly. 


Joel stood outside, a tingling and utterly ineoired 
fe@ling coming over him quickly. Far oat the open isnd 


sang its song of gladness. Every seene brought forth a 


mesitoge of hope. Slowly welking slong the brown dirt road, 


-gweet and pungent flowers on both side of him, the blue 


py 
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. sspphire lake rippling slong in the fer Gistance, there cane 
to him thet eestatic feeling of exaltetion and delirinz. 


with inepiration of life sna ovement within him, he welked 
Glong. Serenely, mogesticslly, the silence careesed hin. 
Into another world,. forever besutifal and gej7, he was carried 


Seay into delicate dreess. Commaning with eseh other the 


trees whispered, ani the everlesting river rippled slong its 


course. Por this aonent Joel felt himself a pert of natare, 
like the trees and rivers. Standing here in the open coun- 
try, the tind and water moving flong ite netaral ways, Josl 


eased & new entAusiass in life. Hatare flowered forth in 


“ell its magni fieent glorge 


. bying down in tke soft grass, feeling strong and fine, 


he au es he lay there that never woald he forget tals monent 


| of Joyous discovery. 


it was 8 aorning of peace end cala. Out beyond froa 


the., hille there game rushing fort> the mysterious power of 


nature. Joel ease forth to mest it, and meeting 1t, he 


ounderstecd, sna anderstanding it, he listened. Listening, 
he sc taba It sas a sower of strength ani might. it 


was the power of life. 


And the very air held its breath while the power. 
whispered: There is only life in the sorld todey. Death is 
forgotten. Saéness ls no more. iLife azcain for the soment. 

And swept into a higher plane of thoaght, Joel listened 


and felt renovated. 


’ 
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Live and rejoice ae ‘this monent of moment. The noment 
te now and forever. There is no desth, somehow there is no 
death, : 

: And Listening arain 3002 « understood. There was no 


‘Heath, and never can b@s 


Ho death for hin or anyone. Oat from the hills the 
desa aust eome again. Again and agein.e 
 Focasing himself apon the scene he saw the lives of . 
many, bound together by common cause. there was mother, 
; “Vietor, himself, and Msdge. Madge was gone, so long ago, 
~~ yet go recently too, 1¢ seemed. Ont from the hills she cane, 
end he felt her presence everywhere. 
\ ‘There is no feer in death, and never enn be. tadge 
was. “gone, yes, bat she lived on in himself, in sother, in 
Tetor tad. And beesase she lived, she was not desd. 
| “the gun moved seross the sky, ond dark shadows erept 
anger ‘the ‘trees, darkening the earth. It was afternoon, late 
afternoon. 

Hills in the éistance turned parole with shadows. 

Lying ander the whispering trees, the wind softly toush= 
ing hin, the voice and power of nature winging sround him 
Joel knew that he hed discovered s strange end secret power. 
i. power of clear though and vision. a is no sach thing 
rs death, he remembered, snd the thoaght of deeGhh no 
longer remained in his mind. 

i In enghonted mood he mske his wey back to the houses 
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Phen entering the house, his heart gled and light with 


hope and courage, Joel had a gudien desire to proclaim his | 
gincere affection for the country. Sitting down in the 


_ ghair, the doubts end worries of his former life folling in 


fes@ sesles at his feet, he dreamt agein end egain, in saprese 
revelation of hopes. Uplifted in thought he sat there, happy 
in his contentment, satisfied in his baoyant cxaaberence. 


Softly the evening flared into magnificent flowers, then 


faded away when night crept slowly over the horizon. ‘he 


 blae of the sky gave way to nigh., and soon derknees descended. 


Peace settled everywhere. Only the majestic silence of night 
was audible. Gradaally the blae of the sky tarned into 


 prilliant crimson end purcle, fringed with golden streske 


-of light. The ean blashed red, and dipped fer into the 


horigon. Peacefally, stirringly, nicht oane Slowly on. 


— ‘ .—-s-« Shapter Twelve 


‘Ana the days thet followed, aceret and atrenge, what 
more can he say? Deep within his heart, he folt light ond 
gays He had @lscoverea o new and important oatlooz on ilfe, 
eapeble of olerifying him to the new aspects of life whieh 
he had never known. in the ripple of the streas, in the 
Gen on & blade of graas, in the golden sanset o* evening, he 
discovered the seoret of life. it was there slways, yet he 
never hed seen it till now. | 

Joel hed a favorite eoot ander = large tall tres, and 
one norning, hie last dey in the country, he made his way 

there, walking slowly over the brown road. Once again he 
drenk in the besaty of natare, the sletearesaae hilis, the c 
golden land shooting upwards, the green grass, S11 these Ss 
end more wold goon be gone. He woald leave all these behind 

when he go back to the elty. Beck to the ever rashine tide | 

| of hamenity, the speed, the noise, and the foul poikated alr. 

pe it 3 Rot 2 single alist blurred the clear vision of dey. iife 3 

‘ ‘and movement were sgain everywhere, surging forth from the 
werm earth. Oeeasionally a bird flattered ty, brozing the 

Sllence of the day. 

‘ To Joel, these seny dsys hed been s glorious vacation. 

Bia : =e knew that within hia, he woald never forget these sonents 


of joyous diseoveries. In fell possession of this new 


power, he rejoiced sgaine 


on 


Lying there ander the tree, the blae sky sweoping 


onverds towarde the horlgon, the rippling of the ‘lake slowly 
playing over the rocks, Joel felt: different. | Hea Sach 8 


short tine in the country made each 9 ai fference in his 
point of view towerd life? -He wes an. entire new person, — 
renovated, inwardly ené outwardly, eoupletely changed over, 
Ané he thrilled st the power of notare. 

He thonght: If 1 eould only feel like this forever. If 
I coald only retein thie enthasiesm on life and living, I 
would never worry agsin. And he looked toward the sky and 
was hepplily exhilerated. 

Horning gave wey to efternoon. “hen Joel andjenly 


realized again thet this “es to be his lest dey in the country, 


the brightness ana giedrese of his mind beesasne obsaared. 
Drifting into a meaningless steam of thoaght he saw Alaself 
back at the old house, sitting in nis chair, worrying aboat 
life ana desth. Hed he changed greatly? “hat would be his 
reaction now? | 

He looked sroand hia sgein. Yeas this 911 e dream? io, 
i&% ecoaldn*t be, It wae reel, the trees, the axy, the grees, 
himeel®, they were ell reel end vitel. Bat soon ali of thea 
would be gane, end he would be in the eity agein, pack in 
the little room which he esiled homes — 

in ne late afternoon, he asde is vey back to the 


‘french, his heert heavy with sadness. Victor was gathering 
hie anaes in the ear. Be looked ap at Joel. "Where've 


Ten been sil ealnat* 
Joel rensined quict, hie eyes slowly filling with tears. 


"I've been aroand,” he said qaletly, his voice hardly 
aadible, his ind far away snd aperte 

Vietor was starting the motor of the car. "Get in,” he 
eaid, "we're going ont right now." He glanced at Joel, seeing 
his sed expression. 7 

"You like the country very mach, don’t yout™" Victor salde 

Joel got into the car reluctantly. "Yes," he sald. 


he ear moved forwerd slowly, quickly gathering speed, 


and then the ranch ss lost in the dlstencee Joel saw the 


lend flitting by, snd soon the car wae on the hishwey speeding 


. towards the city. Soon darkness settled everywhere, and ap 


above the sters shone oat bright and glistening. Silence 


erept over the earth. The sky tarned black, forming e dark 


velvet blanket for the twinkling stars. 

_ Unconseloasly Joel's mind @rifted back, back to the 
seenes he hed jast left, back to the shadow of the trees, to 
the golden brown hills, to the ranch. They were only memoriss 
now, almost forgotten. ‘The road was derk, end through the thick 
masses of trecs Joel could see the moon and the sky. ‘Twisting, 
turning, the car shot onwards towerds the elty. when suddenly 
the car emerged upon the sity, Joel sas egein the bright 
lighte. Sothing was changed. Victor @ireeted the csr towards 
the hoase, "We're home,” Victor sald efter ewhile. 


"Yes, we're home,” Joel said sullenlye 


Chapter Thirtecn 


One morning, waking from a sleepless night, Joel i, 

made his way to the window, feeling deep and depressed with 
worry, end he looked for out towards the horigon. in the 
opelescent misty sorning the silty hed « hibernal atmosphere, 
Slageish ena lagy in ele@e@pe Nothing stirred the salmeness of 
morning, bat the movenent of life was everywhere. The tail ie 
skyserspere ‘stood like steel ghosts, and directly underneath, | 
the ever rashing tide of hameni:y surged onewarda. In the dall 
morning light Joel felt slone and far away. Fer over the 
hori son the eountry ley in slamber. . Joel’s heart yearned 
onee nore for the green trees, the forest, ond the eriason 
eanset which still lingered forever in hie SOMIEYs 

Peering ont into the distence, Joel's aind wandered 
away, leaving only the eorpse of hie oater self intect. Ais 
physics) sense was dead, bat his mind lived, and living, it 
moved auaye Far away it drifted, lost in the void of tine 
end enclosed in the wilderness of shifting time and Spaces 
| And when the detachaent of his mind came beck, Joel startied 
oat of his thoaghts. — Strange, he thoaght egain, how s little 
time away from the sity was able to make him forget about 
himself, to forget his loneliness. Now @li thet was quickly a 
dissolved away. Sinee coming beck from the country he tried 


oe eaptare thet intangible feeling of ‘hope and coarage, bat 


oe 


oo it woald not come to hia. Sometimes a joyous sae 


 exaberanee esace over r hia, got there slwaye eane to hin chet 


atter despair of hopeleseness. ‘here was an emptiness in 


his heart ana an eche in hie body. There were orie? sporadic 
moments when Joel f:" t contented, and during these aonenta : 
he felt like living, with @ hopefal interest in life, sith 
a certain zest and enthasisam. Bat these anents were rare 
and far apart, separated by an anbri aged ai stones. 
Many mornings 38 joel gtood looking out the sindow he. 
had this same fesling of not belonging, a nner gensettion 
of bvelnz anay, lost and forgotten. . 


One morning followed another, and when Joel loozed 


oat one dey, he eaw the leaves falling from the treeBe and 
winter was approsehing. the eerth settled back be sleen, Jj 
hibernating in deep slumber. Then came epring, with summer 
following rapidly in ites footetens. 

Three years hea gone by now, years of suffering and 
tortare, ar quick rapi4 moments of joyous exhilaration. Sow | 
this thira year eane Aerkly, and ta doel it wee sveriod of | Rec 
long dreary aaya, each one as dark ani dull as the other. a 
Thinking of it, his mind in @ constent whirl, Joel sew hiae 
self saffering to the end of his deys. Unce more he became 


fearfal of death aeeine 


He thonght: ‘hy om I never well? what Lo the matter 


with me? Bat be conld not penetrate the presling question 
thet lingered in hie memory. It was 811 like 5 dream, 6 


fontestie nightmare. ‘Three years. It seemed impossible, 


ie 


yet he knew it was the actasl trath. Three long years of 
: worries and doabte haa managed sonehos to drag slowly by. 


This couldn't last forever, Joel thoaght again. Just 


how mach of his imaginory thoughte are fentastic, he wondered. 


' hen suddenly 2 thought ceme apon hime Perhaps after ell he 


wes slowly ebbing eway like Hedge. He shaddered to himself, 
feeling a sadden coldness sil eroand hime He looked at his 


hends. How green they were. His face felt bony. Now it is 


‘the third year. It coaldn't be, mo, no, it just couldn't be. 


‘He was better then he ase@ to be. The doctor had told 
him so, bat was he telling the trath? Could he be hiding 
‘the actual reel trath from him? | 
. Joel felt no peece whatsoever, and days the thoacht 
lingered in hie sensitive memory. 

One esentng be went ap to the doetor’s office to teke 
his trestaent, and while sitting there he hed on odd feeling 
of being oat of pleee, an unexplained feeling of strangeness. 
He looked at the foar walle around him, white and blank. Uow 
many times had he eat here? How often had he sat in this 
very same seat? Could it be real thet efter ell these yeers 


it was not.a dreean anymore? How much longer was he to keep 


coming ap here? He shook himself to shake away that fearfal 


- feeling of drifting awey. Yes, he was here. ‘This is the 


third year of his illness. I can't stand it anymore, 1 jast 
can't. Oh, when it is it ever going to end? 
"All right, Joel, you can come in now." 


lay 


os 


Joel startled snddenly. The narse wes standing in if 
ides office, holding the door open for hime He got ap from 
his seat end went inside. He walked nervously into the little 
booth, his hends clenched tightly against his pante, Fs 
"You're little nervous today, Joel,” the narse said, 
looking at him. He reanined qaict, anable ta say anything. 
Zhen sadienly aneble to saporess his thoaghts any longer, 
he esi4, "“Narse, you don't think anything to happening to 
me, do yout" He looked nervously around hia. His volce vas 

shaky. 

-- “koatre jast nervous.” 

He looked at her. “sonetines I don’t know to do. When 
I think beck of ell the time thet has passed by, 1t frightens 
me. I,.I"m afraid." Slowly he took off his sweather and 
shirt. : 

"Shame on you,” the marse said with confidence, “a big 
boy like you afraid. You're much better than yon used to be. 
Yoa pat on a great deal of flesh, and you have more vitelity 
then you ased to have." She opened the violet ray lamp. 

. "I don't know why, I jast can’t help worrying,” Joel 
seid, lying down, covering his eyes with a towel. He lay 
there lost in thoaght. "It's been sich © long time, three 

yeors nov, ond I dons know when it'll ends" 
_- *¥ou worry too mach, Joel.” 
He slosed his eyes tightly. “I tried to stop it, bat 
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- "Worrying would never wake you get well. It woula only 
> proleng your sickness.” a | 
‘ He remained quiet. He peered from ander the’ bright 
Light, seerching for the trath in her eyes. 

| *Z Just got to know something, nurse. there’s really 
nothing wrong with me? I'm note.I@m note. " he broke offs 
she came close to Joel. She gota quietly, *? anderstend 


ae how you feel. after ell these years. You're very 111 when 
“ you ‘some ap to an Bat yoa' re getting better every day, 
ae every month. It takes 8 Little time for you to be completely 
ee well again. I think you're doing very weil." 3 a 
re a ; Joel relexea. After awhile he said, "I'm really getting 
Be | well then, I'm not getting worse, an Ig" 
ee She lisughed andibly. "Vf course note You jast stop 
a worrying, JOele You'll be ell right.” — 


Suddenly he felt the tenseness leaving his body, nd 
8 bright light eeenea to come sudienly inte his wind, clear- 
ine away the doubts ena worries, 4 tingling sensation crept 
all.over him. He felt a new confidence returning to his bodye 
How strange it sll was. dust awhile seo he was thinking 


of death. How he thonght no more of it. What a big difference 

a eleer mina and @ pagzled mind makes in s person attitade | 
‘ towards lifes ) | 

. | “Later when he esme down from the elevator, he was & 


- ateerent — from the person which wont ap on the same 
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. Shapter Fourteen 


fhe city lay derk and secret in sleep, ani fer away the 
water reflected the brightness of the m00ne The esol breasze 
swirled in fron beyond, soothing the Joei*s body, and once 
egain he felt a sarging of sovemnet with hia. The night was 
eweet in tenderness, snd the breeze caressed Joel*s body 
antil he was cool with love ond feeling. Srightly, sgeinst 
the velvet blackness of night, the stars glistened oat, and 
® new end tranquil peace settled over the night. the power 
of life was evident everywhere, in the rolling of the placia 
water, in the twinkling of the sters sbove, in the wind 


e winging ite wey through the airs ¥rom everywhere it sarged 


“forth. The wae was magnificent in silence. 


fhe sky, the moon, the water of the bay massed together 
in autasl understanding. How different everything is now, 
dsel thought. Onee, lone ago, he cane by here, dissusted 
and tired of life. He hed looked down apon the weter then, 
and sew only the alseries of sadness and deeth. Now all that 
was gone, and he saw only 8 stirring of life peneath the 
éark water of the bey, a seeret movement of life which he 
anderetood In his heart, bat which he cannot express in 


words. There no longer is death snywhere, only life. 


- fe wanted to be slive and vital, to breathe in s deep breath 


of pare fresh air, to know the sagnificence of the eerth 
in his body. He wanted to live. 


In this Sapreme silence now, the éerkness softly caress- 
ing him, hls eyes beteht with life, Joel thrilled again et 
the eeerecy of the earth, at the aere megnifieence of being 
elive, of being able ta drew in 6 decp full breath. Death 

was so far Sway Hoviy departed into the silence of time. — 
Somehow, there was only life today, only life today. After 
all, death is only death, life is only life, what ls there 
to fret aboat? a a 
) Joel glenced far out into the horizon. He saw the bright 
é lights of the elty seross the bay. The bay inp ta elesp, 30 
quiet ana calm, yet underneath the calaness there was life. 
‘Even in death there is life, therefore there 15 no desthe 
The bey stirred with the ewekening of life, ang watehing, 


Joel felt himself stirred into aovement. And swept inte 


 : this supreme veveliation of dresas, Joel felt aplifted. The 
“ ‘Wind felt @001 on his free. 

= | With a new confidence with hia, his heart gay and light, 

| he made his way back to the house. Ang coming into the house, 
a leaving the e001 tender night behind hia, Joc} felt a freedom 
aa _ af joyous living. In pescefal mood he lifted the eartein 

a of his bedroom ana glenced over the city. Long row of houses 
he serene and qalet ley stretehine far over the elty. How cela 
i evdrything WAGs | : 

‘ee Moments passed ty. Joel felt tender with love. 


‘Ele bedroom door opened. 
~raeel, are you —— his mother" s volce cslled oute 
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_*Be, mother,” he sald. 
"I came in to sey goodnight,” she ssid, coming close 
ra Kiasing Joel. Bis eyes softened with affection. He pat 
his arms around his mother, feeling for the fireat time a 
warm affection for her. 

"It's so wonderful, mother,” he seid softly, "I feel 
So good tongght. 1 never felt like thie before.” 

She tarned apound to look at him. “You've been looking 
mach better lately, Joel.” | 

He emilea et her. "For the first time, it's reslly 
@ joy to live,” he said elimcst inaadibly. 

"Goodnicht, Joel, " bis mother peihe going oat of the 
room quictiy. 

"Goodnight, acther.” 

He undressed and crept slowly into bed. hat a joy 
i$ was to be slive. 

He derked his light, knowing that deep within him he 
hed discovered the power of life. And that so matter what 
happens, there is always hope and courage. 
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Chapter Pifteen 


fhe summer night was warm, and the whole land bathed 
in the heat of the hot evening. The car shot rapidly slong 
the eountry rosd, the tall dork trees flitting qaickly dy. 
Joel glanced oat the car's windows, ‘The hills came looming 
up like a black wave, then gracefully falling away towarda 
the ground. Vivia memories of hie d@-ys in the coantry cane 
rushing back to Joel, dsys of beauty end discovery which he 

world never be able to forget. 
The serene end majestic ellence of night settled every- — 
where, and a new peece cane over the land. The blue of the 
- oky wae ylelding to the blisckness of the coming night, while 

far awey towards the horizon a stream of tlue was still 
visible. ‘The stars flared everywhere, forming 2 dagziing 
array of designs sil over the skys 

Riding along, stering oat of the oar’s windows, the 
worries end doabts no longer evident in his ain, Joel know 
at lest that he had really captured the sauprese thrill) of 
living. All the years of his illness had no doabt discouraged 
him, bat they only sade this final discovery of life only 
more sweeter, more tender. There no longer was eny fear in 
Joel’s heart now, only confidence and avearance of the future. 

How wonderfal it all is, he thought. @o think of the 
great change thet hed come over him thrilled him immensely. 
It was Mot so long sgo thst he woe discouraged with life, but 
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a Be itp breath. there ie nothing he 1s efraid of Nowe He head 


giving him zest 9nd enthasissem. 


he took. The lend slipped by quickly. 


a) alfferent tonight." 


7 1s ell #0 ) aifterent. He week back on his seat, and 
a his eyes, relozing in his comfort. 


Vietor kept his eyea straight on the seek. keeping 


_ shient. It was 8 fine night for a ride. Joel drew in a ae 


acquired @ new gonfldence, 8 completely new. oatlock on life. | 


Be was In fall sossession of the power which wae espable of 


- Phe sky began to tarn black now, Sters Bootted the 
whole eelestial fi rnament. Joel Wes sweot into the esarging 
of life everywhere. And he closed his eyes knowing that for- 
ever he would never be able to be afraid of anything snynore. 


Vietor tarned the cor eroand, coming back the sane way — 
When they case back to the hoase Joe] was aplifted in 
_ thoaght fend in vision. 


Shen hbe mother eaw Ala she asked, “Why Joel, you look 


He answered, “Ien't life seaseetart”: 
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